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PREFACE

4

This teport dedcribes the 2nd Armored Division's Timited

objeetive attack frowm 16 to 28 November 1944 ig the ROER River

Offensive against. & grimly tefended seghient o:E the SIRGFRIED LINE.

To find an éxaiple of & limited objective attack by armor in
Worid War IT fs difficult Because tanks by their nature seek al-

ways to thrust deep a@nd break free in the enemy's rear areas where
they can wreak the maximim damage. In this operation the attack
was ;imiteii: by the ROER Ri#er from any hope or possidility of a

breakthrough,

P

Although the term limited objective is familiar to 811

T omilitary students; no official, pri;n%d' definition is favaiiabie..

The é;.efinivt.i;ona at the beginning of Chapter II ’ciia-t; a limited
objective is normally within the enefy baitle position was
hamﬁefeﬁfouj by our committee with the help of‘faculty‘memhers 
of the Command and Staff ‘-Deépaif;simen’c:, The Armored School,

~

In order to present a clear, unbroken narrative of the

-action, many interesting sidelights have been omitted. Those

vhich are vital to & thorough understanding of the operation
have been added as appendices, ‘Since this report is a study of
an armored 1imited dbjective attack, the tamk actions have been

stressed, Although infantry and artillery participation has not.

been descrived in detail, the yi’_t&g&, necessity for combined arms

teamwork must not Be overlocked.
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We are indebted to Major M. J. I. Greene znd Mr. Joe M.

i

Hibbs, both of the Research and Evaluation Department, The’Armored‘

School, for their meticulous editing of our manuscript. Their

helﬁful suggestions are responsible for whatever clarity‘and

uniiy the reader may find in our narrative.

Records and accounts of the planning phase are meager,

I

no doubt because they were never written down in permanent form

- until they became decisions and orders. However, Major Greene

provided us with ample after;acfion reports, unit histories,

‘and documents dealing with the battle.

We weré particularly fortunate in obtaining first hand
accounts frém members of the 2nd Armored Division who partic-

ipated in the events. 3Brigadier General John H., Collier, former

t

commander of COA; Colonel Paul A. Disney, who commanded the 67th
Armored Regimeat; Lieutenant Colonel Frank M, Muller, assistant

division G-U4 during the operation; Major H, S. Long, Jr., com-

mander of . the 2nd Battalion, 66f£ Armored Regiment; and Major
raull A, Bane, executive officer of the 3rd Battalion, 67th
Armored Régimqnt gaVe'their time generously to answer our
questions. We gratefully record our thanks to them and to Major
General EBrnest N.'ﬁarmon} former division commander, for their
interest and assistance.

Major Linden X. Cannon, Jr.
Major Alexander G, Fraser, Jr.
-Major Thomas S. Jones

Major Bugene Saffold

Captain David E. Foster .
Captain James D, Mé¢Lanachan
Captain Max R, Machnicke
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
A month before the Battle of the Bulge the .newspapér

headlines in the United States "s.,‘cx_'ea.me‘d‘ "ALLIZ$* STRIKD FOR FINAL

' - . 1 .
VICTORY IN THE W=ST." The November Offensive on the Western

Front had jumped off. Preceded by Third Army's push & November

in LORRAINE toward the SAAR, the entire front from the SCHELDT

to the VOSGES drove forward on 16 November toward the RHINE,

Little wonder that Hanson W, Baldwin, ﬁmiiitary é.nalyst of the New -
M&n}g_g exclaimed exu‘beranfly, "A great Allied attempt to end
the war with Ger;ztany this year started last week.’....’"2
.But the men of the Zﬁ'd .Armore‘d Division had a more limited
objective, Not :‘BMIN, but a 'sliéht rise in 'i:hé muddy ground
north of GEXRONSWEIIER , GEEI‘EAN'f, was their ',cgi:a_a,].-.)f -and they e#pec'tejd
a dogged, desperate battle tc;' get there, They hHad good 'i-ea_.so_n.
Along with the rest of the Al’lied Armies tﬁey had outrun their
supply lines in the wild dash from NORMANDY 'ac;oés FRANCES and
now after a month's delay they faced.-a reorganized German army
securely defending the famous SIEGFRIED LINE area,

To the south the grim battle for AACHEIN just ended had

- demonstrated the enemy capability of tenaceous defense, And we

now know from & postwar statement by the commander of the German
IVII C'orp’s, which opposed the 2nd A;i-mored'mvision, that he had
been ordered to hold 2% a1l ¢oste &s part:of thesBounter—offensive

which Hitler was even ‘then planning. "Neither the (German)




- T
. Ninth Army protecting the left flank of the First, Ninth Army

troops nor (ghéiryleaders mew at this time that én advance -on
MAASTRICH was intended to take place from the bridghead at
ROERMOND in conneétion with the offensive in the ARDEINNES. There-
fore the uncon@itional demané fhat no ground be g‘ivez1,u1:."')+
iheSe defenders facing the 2nd Armored Division held a
deep belt of strdngly fortified towns stretching to the ROZER |
River, with mutually suéporting fields of fire surrounding each
town, An‘éttacker could-find little cover in the gently rolling
fields between théée fiercely defended sfroﬁg points, Besides
‘these fortifications a sea of mud coyeréd the entire battle area,
restricting wheeled vehicles to-pa§ed roads and making fhe going,
even for tanks, almost impossible,” To his staff General Simpson,
the Ninth Army commandef, séid succincfly. "I expect one hell of

. 6
a fight,™ .
In General Tisenhower's 6véra11 plan the First, Third;
and Ninth Armies were to attack to the REINE with General Simpson's
. /
assigned its main’effort to XIX Corps, commanded by Major General

‘Raymond S. McLain, This Corps was composed of three veteran

divisions - the 2nd Armored Division commanded by Major General

‘Ernest N. Harmon, the 29th Infantry Division commanded by Major

General Charles H, Gerhardt, ahd Major General Leland S. Hobbs!

30th Infantry Division. The 2nd Armored Division's combat record

_ went back to the NORTH AFRICAN landings 2nd the SICILIAN campaign, -




while 411 three divisions had been outstanding in the NORMANDY
?a@aign and the ST 10 'Br’ea'kt’hroﬁgh. (See App;ndiix 1-C for back-
g‘r-d'und‘ of 2nd ’;A‘;"-mor;d» division.)

- XIX :Corps' planned 1ts main -effort with the 29th-and Sch
‘D1v1smns ma.kmg a combined attack on JULICH to establish a

bridgehead across the ROFR., The 2nd Armored Division protectmg

, their northern flank would dmve northeast to two objectives,

G-ERE)NSWEand BA‘?I’EEIN from its pos:.tions along .the line

' 8
WAURICHEN-BEGGENDORF.  (See Appendix VIII-A for map.) By going

as far as the ﬁ‘.‘irst objective,. G:RED%I‘SI-IEJLE:, the 2nd Armored

Division would seize the high ground at hill 98 dominating

LINVICH on the ROZR River. Then the 102nd Infantry Division

would paés thfoﬁgh to reach the river and make 2 crossing. The

. .cap_tui'e of the second objective, BARMEN, would deny the enemy his

last north-south communications west of the ROZR and protect the
left flank of the 29th Division attack on JULICH and its sub~
sequent crossing of the ROER., From an assembly area in the

vicinity of BARMEN the 2nd Armored Division would prepare to

' follo.w the 29th across' the ROTR.

For the 2nd Armored Division the operation was divided

into two distinet efforts. Poised like a boxer on the line

WAURTCHEN-BEGGENDORF it planned Tirst to throw a left jab north-
east to GEFEGN&"EM and then a punch with the right due east to
BARMEN, Brigadier General I, D White's Gom‘oat Command 3. would

male the left jab to@p@@ﬁs&mm and then turn its sector over




to the 102nd Division of XIII Corps which would drive on from
GEIEONSAEEER 't:;.iLIMYTICH. At that time the Corps boundary would
shift to south of EZDEREN, (See Appendix VIII-B for map." ) The
Qunch with the‘right would be made by Combét'command A, commanded
by Brigadier General (then Colonel) John H, Collier, after CCB's
attack and afte!"“’ch’e 29th Division had cleared SETTERICH. . Then it
- would drive through SETTRRICH, ¥DERN and FREIALDENHOVEN to seize
‘ ﬂERZENHKUSEN and BARMEN, (For attack order see Appendix YT.)
| On the left of the 2nd Lrﬁor;d Division the front curved
back beyond WAURICHEN, €CB's drive would deepen a salient already
‘createa by the German possession of GEILENKIRCHIN to the left rear
of WAURICHEN. The 84th Division of XIII Corps was placed under
‘ ‘ . ‘British 30 Corps for the reductio;i of.GEILEﬁJKIR(meI. to widen the
salient befdre'XIII Corps passed the 102nd Division through CCB.
at Gf RENSWIIER to make XIII Corps! main effort against LINNICE,
“To sum up,; the mission of the XIX Gorps was to establish
a bridgehead at JULICH and to advance within striking distance of
LINNICH, The mission of British 30 Corps was to facilitate the
movéments of thé.XIXsaﬁd X111 Obrps:byj¥educing'the GEILENKIRCHEN
salient."9 X111 Cdrps-ﬁad‘the mission of carrying the dall be-
" yond CCB!s objective at GEREchm«:Im to seize a bridgehead at
LINFICH, Thus 2nd Armored Divigion's mission was a 11n1ted ob-
. jectlve attack between the main effort of XIX Corps on the rlght

to JULICH and XIII Corps' main effort on the left to LINNICH.




rl| .

Due to unfavorable weather the attack originally planned

for 10 Nov was postponed day by day until 16 Nov. At 1245 that

day, following én air strike greater than the memorable qarpet
bombing at ST 10, the armies attacked.;? In the 2nd Armored
Division sector CCB's initial objectives, IMMEDNORF and PUFE@WDOﬁF
fell the first day, but the reductipn §f APWEILER'required three
days, The 9tﬁ Panzer Diviéipn counter attacked the morning of

. . ’ 11
17 Yov in the biggest tank battle in 2nd Armored experience  de—

laying the capture of GZEEORAENNT until 20 Nov, Meanwhile CCA

attacked 18 Nov through EDEREM and 11‘RI‘JALI)"4"!‘THOVF'..I\T to Secure

- MERZENEAUSEN and BARMEN, which fell 28 Nov.

This operation dmeatmtts 3bove all that ARMOR DRAWS
ARMOR.| The German commanders considered the presence of 2nd
Armored Division such a threat that they drew in all availabdle

armored units to meet it., The 9th Panzer Division, 15th Panzer

Grenadier Divisicﬁ and 10th 5S Panzer Division were all committed

against the 2nd A;moredlbivision déspite the necessity to hoard‘
every tank for the ARDENNES counter—offensive. Yot the 2nd Aimoréd
Division ;as making only a limited ob jective atpagk blocked byv

the ROER River fromkany pnssiﬁility of a decisive breakthrough.

On each flank a corps main effort thrust out for a bridgehead~

XIX Corps! 29th.Division against JULTCH 6n the south and XIIl
Corps! 1End Division toward LINEfGH on the north, What would:
have ﬁappened if these German tanks had counter-attacked either of

these infanfry drives? The psychological effect of armor 'in
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‘ é.ra.wing enemy strength appeafs clearly in this action.
In referring to the campaignz General Simpson said that
heavy weight Germen. armor ca..'used a high dattle loss rate to our
:L-ighfér armored and gunned tanks, However, he added that the

ond Armored Division inflicted heavy losses on the Oth Panzer and

15th Panzei' Grenadier Divis,ionsfand divert_ed‘ this enemy armoy from’

attack against our infantry divisionsl?

\ ' . ' - YOTES OF CHAPTER I
1

.New York Times, Sunday 19 Nov Lk,

2' '
Ibid;

Z"I\T‘lmh United States Army, Operations IV, Offensive’in
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| *Statement, Gen. d. Pz. Tr. Heinrich Freiherr v.
Luettwitz, comdr. XLVII Corps in the*Rhineland, Allerdorf, 11 .
 June 47, (Translated by Ohristensen) p, 7. ' :

5'0,2. Cit., ¥inth Arnmy, 13. 7.
6. (
“Ibid, p. &.

7'Let'ter of Instruction, Twelfth Army Group, 21 Oct U,

g. o , :
. "Op. City, Ninth Army, pp. 58 and 37 (A11 facts in
remaining portion of chapter are from this document unless other—
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9

"Ivid., p. 8.
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. : Report of Operations, First United States Army, 1
Aug H4-22 Fed 15, p. T3. - '

‘ - "'11"0;9. Cit,, Ninth Army, p. 65 and statement Col., Paul A,
' Disney, former commnder 67th Armored Regiment, in interview Fort
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CHAPTER II ‘
PLANYING A LIMITED OBJECTIVE ATTACK
The End‘Armored Division's 1imited objective attack re;
quired eSpeﬁially careful planning. This type of attack varies
from the.no;maléarﬁoréd'oPeration which seeks a break through
followed by exploitagion in the eneny's rear areas. It is an
attack in which the objective is within the enemy battle position

and the commander has no intention of continuing the attack

immediately beyond that point., No plans are made for an exploita®

tion and all effort is directed toward féking,.sequfing, and de—
fending the objective.. |

Siﬁce the abjective is within the battle position, the ,

ltactics employed are like‘those of the'penetration rather than

the gxpmitatic?. The o‘oJectiveAis rela‘tivel& é;tose and it is
defended by an organized enemy. Resistance will pe coﬁtinu&us and
inmediate heavy‘counterattacks ﬁay be expected.

Being close, the limited objective of fers fewer avenues
éf approach and-fewer choices of mneuver plans than a more dis-
tant obsective. This restriction of ﬁaneuvér makes detailed

" planning more possible than for an attack on a distant objective,
which foers infinite %rariatio:is and possibilities for maneuver,
Thé deliteraﬁe plénning is more‘pecésga;y because of the heavy
resistance which is likely to be encountered.. This app}ies |
equally to the 2nd Amered Diviéion'S‘objectives‘¢f GERTMONSWEILER

and BARMEN, -
i




The timély receipt of the XIX Corps order afforded Genefai
Harmon and hiﬁ staff ample time fé meke complete plans for this
‘limited objective attaék agaiﬁst a strongly fortified‘po;ition;

He o;dered the @ivision engineer to coneiruct a large sand table
representing the diﬁision zone of atfack.‘ This table proved td‘bé
an invaluable training aid.during the weeks of -preparation whigh
followed. Key personnel ﬁiom eaéh cbmbgt battalioﬁ were oriented
hereon. Each battalion commander'drdered thg ;onstruction of‘
smaller saﬁd tables représentiné,the tefrain in their pafticular

. ZQIIQS- | ‘

Each company commandér briei;_ed his tank crews on ‘the ‘
battalion taﬁle so that when H-Hour afriyed all crew merbers knew
the part that they would ﬁlay in the overall plan. This type of
planning, so necessary in.an attack against a stfoﬁgiy organized
position, paid gréé$ dividends because it eliminated all hesita- ’
tion and confusiqh. |

. ﬁecause.of the flatness o6f the ground in the divisign
zone, built<up afeas assumed an irmportance not normally given theu,-
These areas commanded virtually all crossroads agd bridges.v (See
éppendix~lv for terrain study.). Around 21l these ey points thev
Germans Qonétructed>defeﬁsiv;‘posiﬁions in depth all -the way back
'to the RCER River,

In addition the enemy dug e%tensive anti;tﬁnk‘ditches

between these Streong points.‘ These ditches were approxirmtely

ten feet wide and often eight feet deep.. Two were encountered in

g




,qili ,

~—

the division sector, on%'beginning northwest of APWEILEﬁ'and
extending south to a point west of ;6VERICH. with several geps
near FIOVERICH, A more continﬁous ditch protected the western
approaches to EDZREN and FRVIALDEWqOVEN. Neither of these ditches
had been completed but were tied in with a system of fire trenches
and foxholesw

Added to the obstacles, presented by natural and prepared

defenses, was-the md, Soil-trafficability was the concern of

-everyone from the Army Commander, Lt. Gen. W. H, Simpson, down

46 ‘the Sherman tank commanders, who were to make the assault.

-

General Harmon realizing that the condition of the soil was a

 deciding'factor of the date of attack personally checked the soil

daily. . T

The division drew up elaborate plans %o overcome expected
obstacles, First the anti-tank ditches had to be bridged--a
problem increased by the antiftang fire covering fhese-difches.

N

Included in the plan was the decision to drive certain tanks into’

‘the ditches and quickly doze them over- thereby. forming a bridge.

Another method was a bridge,‘improvised by the 17th Armored
Ingineer Battalion, capable of supporting a medium tank and
transported by a 7-2 Tank Retrieﬁer_(see plate 2)., This fetriever
wouid;accompany~tpe leading tanké prepared- to bri&ge any ditch

they met. It was expected that, despite the addition of track

_connector extensions (auck bills), the boggy ground would still

mire the vehicles,

P







A1l 1igh§ and nediun tanks carried’ logs ,app‘rgxima;t,_ely
nine feet in 1ength and four to six 1nches in dlameter.' These
- logs woulé help 1ncrease flotatlon. Tashed in bundles they were
carrled on the rear decks of the tanks. HOWever,'it'was Seldom
necessary to use them because the tanks. traversed the ground
“easily in first and second gear, The area covered by the f1ght1ng
was dotted by log piles, after the tank crews decided to cub
loose their unused nurden.2 .

Adeltsonal obstacles confrontlng the division were
minefields. an@ barbed wire concerteﬂas emnloyed to block avenues
of approach and gaps in the prepared defenses. The numerous~
mlneflelds both ant1~tank and anti-personnel, wh1ch the
enemy had prepared were gapped by the engineer units attached
to each assault battalion,

General Harmon, realizing that secrecy in the attack was

. practically an impossibility, devised a very effective plan of |
deception, This was to confuse the Germans as to vhen the,assault
battalions moved to their attack pbeitions. Several nights be-
fore the gttack £ank platooné, first from CCB and later CCA, moved
in and out of WaURICHEN and BEGG ENECRF during the night. The
first few nights this movement received hostile mortar and artillery
fire and also caused the enemy to discharge flares along his front, )
Eventuaily this‘movement cease¢'to alarm the Germans, Except for -.

the usual amount, of harassing and inﬁerdiction fire the front |
remained quiet, | |

u
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The ‘zeneral enemy situation indica#‘;ed a delaying action

on: successive positions to a strong defensive along the ROER River,

The sector in front of the 2nd Armored Division was defended by

elements of two infantry regiments. 4 reconnaissance vattalion

and a separate machine gun battalion formed the main line of

resistance. with one ilocally formed battle group (kampfgruppe)
’ B N 4y O

consisting of approximately forty tanks and one regiment of




o

infantry from the 9th Panzer Division in reserve. (See Fig. 3.)

~N




Al1 this detailed planning paid off in the assault

16 Nov. The air preparation,followed immediately by the execu~

tion of a cqbrdinated artillery plan, stunned the defenders,

Careful integration of attached infantry units into the division

assured maxirum striking power to the assault echelons, Al-
though 'the'méasures'for bridging tﬁe anti}tankdi£ches weré
found fo be unnecessary, the detailed-orientatiqn‘of éach,in»
dividual on the sand tables gavé the troops a cohfidence which
aBded to the violence of their assault. Force 1 reached its

objective within eight minutes and.the attack was executed ex-

actly as planned,

NOTES FOR CHAPTER 11

+

.Personal interview, Colonel Pauvl &, Disney, former
Commander of 67th Armored Regiment at Fort Knox, Kentucky,
Yovember 1948,

2. B : .
¥inth United States Army, Operation IV, Offensive in

‘November (4th Information and Historical Service) p. 56.
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to move to attack positions during the period 10-11 November.

 During daylight on the 10th, assault guns and mortars of the 67th

Y

CHAPTER III

THZ ATTACK—-FIRST DAY ¢

Its detailed planning completed, the 2@& Armored Division

attacked in column of combat commands, CCB léading. CC3 had the

nission of seizing the high ground north ofiGEREONSWEILER. To

effectively cover the zone, General White (;ee Plate 2) organized
his combat command into three task forces;a%d assiéned them that
prart of the zone most favorable for theirfémployment. Colonel
Paul A, Disney's tank heavy'force struck.qg the south and captured
LOVTRICH and PUFFZIDORF with a successive objective attack.
Colonel Hillyard in the center seized FLOVERICH with his balanced
tank—-infantry force. Colonel James C.‘Reeves' infentry heavy
force took IMMEFDORF in the north,

Since the tremendous air bombardment preceedinz the First
and Ninth Armies' attack requiréd favorable weather, D—-day and
E-hour could not be determined definitely in advance. Corps order
set D-day as the first clear day after 10 Noveuber,

In preparation for the all out offensive, plans required units

Armored Regiment and the 41st Armored Infantry Regiment, and the
howitzers of the 78th and 83rd Armored Field Artillery Battalions
moved forward to indirect fire positions prepared to support the
attack, Division halted movement of other troops at 2330 Nov 10

upon receipt of orders postponing the attack. The units returned
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fhe lbgistical situation within the division was generally
adequate' however, some problems aid arise. Al though the tank

strength was almost 100%, about half of the Mits were of the old

model, armed with 75 MM guns. Track connector extensions for

full track vehicles had not been received in sufficient quantity °

by the division, -Therefore the division G-l arranged with a men—
ufacturer in LIEGE, BELGIUM, for the production of these attach-
ments. By D-day nearly three-fourths of the vehicleés had been

equipped. After the installation of these extensions, tests
B . /

"indicated a considerable gain in cross coundry mobility. Some

new equipment was received and a great deal of maintenance was

-performed on all organizational equipment, Certain ammumnition

in short supply was rationed by Army. The shortage of 105 MM,
81 MM and all ﬁVAP was especially éerious. (For detailed log—

istic repqrt-sée Aﬁnex,VIIJ»

1an of Fire Support

The division artillery commander after,stﬁdjing the
terrain and'avaiiable enemy infoématioh devised a plan of fire
support. By wtilizing the 144k, T8th, 92nd, 65th and 83rd Arm—
ored Tield Artillery Battalions (105 MM HOW), and. the 258th and

the 557th Field Artillery Battalions (155 MM Gun) he prepared an

. extensive thirty minute preparation to be fired prior to the time

of attack, In addition to the artillery units mentioned above

the g4th Infantry Division on the north flank agreed to place the
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fire of its battalions on the initial obJectivec in. OCB*s eone

of attack.

To thicken the artillery and to add additional close sup-

port to the'leading'elements of CCB, the artillery commander's

.

plan provided for the mass1ng of all assault gun and moT tar platoons
Cin centralized firing posit1ons. Each platoon set up & fire dir—
" ection center and flred first on prearranged missions dur1ng the -

‘ preparatlon and then on—call missions, after the attack had been

]
launched, In additeon, an air observer from the 92nd AFA Bn

ad justed fire on targets of 0pportunitv. All platoons were placed
on a common radio channel and were tle& in to the air observer
and also to division artillery fire direction center 80 that calls
for fire from forward observers could be answered, This plan was
intended to secure maximum fire support to the initial asgault
froﬁ the available weapons. A

Preceding the thirty-minute artillery preparation the
Allied Ajir Forces provzded saturation bombing of enemy supply
and communication centers and assembly p01nts in the ROIR RiVer
valley and towns east of the line of departure. IMMENDORF,
FLOVERICE and LOVERICH were each struck by a squadron of fighter—

bombers, Damage in the towns, though extensive, did not hmder

the paesage of the assault waves (see Appendix III for descriptlon

" of air prevaration).




Order of‘Battie

The 2ndgArmoréd Division's lack of armored infantry

was §Spécia;1y_serious in an attack:of this kind‘against‘a'
fortified position. It was neeessary to-attach inféntry from
othér divisions t; ﬁake up the 1a§k.4'1t mst bé.remembered
that‘the‘Zﬁd.Armoréd Di?ision waé one of thé'pld'"heavy"
‘ afmored»divisions; vhich was later replacéﬁ by the present
light armored divisibn;' In the heavy aiﬁision‘there were
twp'armored (taﬁk) regiments and one armored infantry regi—‘
ment (see Figure 1- for organization) - a tota% of six tank
battaiions and‘three‘infantry battalioné'cqmpared to the
four tenk and four infantry héttalidhs in the.present div- -
ision, In other words there were roughly 50% more tanks
and 25% less infantry in the heav& tﬁan in the present .div-
ision. (However; one of the companieé in each‘tank>bat~
. ‘'talion was a light tank co/mpany.) One battalion of the H06th .
| Infantry Regiment, 102nd Infantry Division which attacked

with GCB on Nov-'16, was not sufficient. Therefore, on
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. 1. . :
to their original positions,. From 12 to 15 Nov the division was

aierted daily; Finally,;at 0400 hours-15 Fov Division received
iﬁétructions from XIX Corps that D-day wouid be 16 ﬁov,'H;hour to
be announced, General White moved his com%at command into attack
positions beginning at 0020 on 16 Nov (see Appéniﬁx VIII-C for
map). Ali units closed into their positions before daylight.

The three task forces of CbB attacked on a front of 3200
yards (for detailed composition see Appendix I~D), Task Force 1,
commanded by Colonel Paul A. Disney, moved into its attack pos—
ition in tﬁe BEGGENDORF-DRINHAUSEN area. Initially it was to
seize LOVERICE, PUFFENDORF, and the ‘high ground to the north,
Task Force 2, under Lt, Col, Harry L. Hillyard, from its attack
position 1;590 yards north of UBACH, was to take W.OVERICH, and
strike for the high ground;southeast of APVEILER, ,Task Force X,
initially under Lt, Col, James C, Reeves, éccupied an area in and
around WAURiCHEN-Q Its mission;-thé éapture end holding of
IMMENDORF on-the left flank, These forces planned to work inde-
vendently in téking the three initial objectives; then cooperate
in attaining further gains toward GEREONSWEILER,

The air and ertillery preparations the morning of 16 Nov
proved very effective, 1204 American and 1186 British heavy
bombers partici.pated._3 They hit practically all of the towns
in- the immediate front of the 2nd Axmore& Divisioﬁ from the line
of departure to the ROER R:i."ver,)+ (see appendix III for detailed

study of ‘the air strike), . The weather did not clear sufficientiy
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for the air mission until late in‘tha'moréing. Finally,'ﬁord
came at 0840 that E-hour would deflnltely be at 1245 and that

the air strlke would precede the attack. The artlllery flred a.
30 minute preparation beglnning'at E minus 30, ’It included the
fires of 2ud Armored Division Artillery, Suth'lnfantfy DiVision‘
Artiliery, battalions of XIX Corps Artlllery, and the aSsault
guns and mortars of the 67th and the M1st AIR, Five ‘battalions |
flred concentrations on known command posts and gun p031tions

then seven battalions massed their fire on the three objectives,

. IMMENDCORF, FLOVERICH, and LOVERICH' whlle SETTERICH .and PRUMMERN

on each flank of the ob;ec*ives recelved similar treatment

APVEILER and PUFFENDORF were fired on after the attack jumped off,
,Aﬁromptly at 1245 CCB crossed the line of departure with

three task forces abreast covering the entiia diviaion zone of

attack,

Task Force 1

Colonel Disney divided his tank heavy force into three
teams built around 1st Bn, 67th Armored Regt, 2nd'Bn, 67th.
Armored Regt, and 3rd Bn, Llst Armored Infantry Regt respectively,

Major Clifton B, Batchelder, commander of the lst Bn, 67th

~ “Armored Regt, commanded the right (south) team, It consisted of’

lst Bn, 67th Armored~Regt (-), a platoon of Company B, 17th

Armored Englneer Bn and a platoon from Company B, 702d Tank

- Destroyer Bn (90mm). ’

Batchelder's force had the mission of enveloping LOVERICH

from the south and protecting the right flank of the left force
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by neutralizing.enemygfiremfromwﬁhe*eést and northeast, Having
accompliéheﬁ these missions, it was.to be prepared to assist in
the attack on PUFFENDORF and the-high_ground to the north,

Lt Col, Lemuel E, Pope commanded the left (north) force
whfch consisted of the 2nd En, 67th Armored Regiment reinforced
by Company H, U41lst Armored Infantry Regiment, and a platoon'
each of engineers and tank destroyérs, The mission of this force——
to cross the line of departure on order, pass to the north of
LOVERICH, capture PUSFENDORF, and organize it for all around
defehse.

Lt, Col, Marshall L, Crowley, Jr., commander of the 3rd
Bn, Ylst Armored Infahtry Regiment, led an infantry force of two
companies.” His mission—-to assist Batcheldex!s tack force in the
capture of LOVERICE by‘approaching the town from a different
direction, clear and organize it for defense. |

Colonel Disney's scheme of maneuver called for an attack
on successive objectives in column of battalions., His objectives

successively; ZOVERICH, PUFFENDORF, and the high ground approximétely

1000 yards northeast of PUTFENDORF (see map Appcnﬁix VIII-C), The

1st Bn 67th AR (Batchelder's) planned to lead off and quickly

envelop LOVERICH., The infantry battalion (Crowley's) less one

company, would proceed directly into town so as to arrive shortly
after the tanks, The plan for taking this first objective had

several advantages, two of which were; the tanks had ample room
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for an enveloping maneuver frog,ﬁhe south, and the infantry

received the most direct route, %s soon as Colqnel Disney
satisfied himself that Batchelder could hapdle LOVERICH
(before it was mopped up) he planéed to commit Pope's force to
bypass LOVERICHE to the northwapd éuiqk}y_SQize PUFFENDORF, On
the other hand, if Batchelder goufd ﬁof handle LOVERICE then

‘ : ‘
Pope would be directed to provideﬁassistance.o Batchelder's
force would next take HILL 102,6-9r assist in PUFFEINDORF,

V/Major Batchelder's team crossed the line of departure<\\\\\\\\
promptly at 1245, Lt Robert E, Lee's Company D (medium'tanks) \
ied with the 1st and end platoons abreast.,mThoéébtwolﬁlatoons
fanned out to the right and eéstward under the direction of
their platoon leaders as soon as they'héd crossed over the drain—
age ditch on the edge of BEGGENDORE (seé figure 4), The 3d
platoon followed the 2nd on the right to cover the advance, Lt,

Lee had placed his strength on this flaﬁk because he expected
serious opposition from the east., The platoons advanced rapidly
over the fairly level terrain just to the right of the coal mine,
east of BEGGENDORF. Capt Francis E, Pfaff, éommanding Company

| 4, moved a platoon of his 1ighf tanks to cover the advance of the
mediums and to protect theif right flank,

Y The attack started well, Within three minutes after the

jump~off the first prisoners started coming in, The force crossed

several trenches protected by coancertina wire barriers without

incident, ‘At 1249 the 2nd platoon reported receiving antitank
fire from the vicinity of SETTERICH (in the zone of the 29th
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Tnfantry Division), and at the same time one of the tanks hit a

mine, putting it out of action. As soon as it stopped, this tank

received repeated hits from antitank guns and bazookas, Lt Lee

<t

hen directed the fire of his two flank platoons on the enenmy

position and in a matter of two minutes silenced the hostile
7

guns, _(See Fig, 5, first phase).
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The tanks offComﬁéhy*DFé“first platoon arrived in the
orchard on the east of LOVERICH only 8ight mifivités aftef they
had crossed the line of departure at BEGGEHDORF (see Plate U4),

This represented a distance traveled. of approximately 1200 yards,

The speed and violence of the tank assault following closely

on the heels of the artillery fire stunned the enemy in LOVERICH

to. such an extent that they gave up in large groups,

The light tarks apd infantry soon arrived to complete
the task of clearing the town and making it secure, The shock
acﬁion provided by the tanks made the job of the infantiry easy
as they advanced into town from BEGGENDOR?.

| Two coméanies of armered infantry, Company G on the right

and Company I oﬁ the left, arrived aﬁ the town shortly after the
tanks, killing 20 té 30 Germans and capturing about 100 who were
flushed out by the tanks, Company &4 (light tanks) reorganized.
on the eastern edge.of town after aiding the infantry in the
mop~-up, Company & (infantry) secuyred the right flank for defense
against possible counterattack from SETTBRICH, to the southeast,

As soon as the light tanks and infantry arrived in
LOVERICH, Lt, Lee moved his company of medium tenks to the high
ground north of LCVERICH, This move provided security for the
town, From this position he could see tﬁe next objective for his
force, HILL 102,6, north of PUFFENDORF, |

The suspected presence of minefields around LOVERICH did

not deter Colonel Disney from using tanks for the assault, Some
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. tanks were lost to mines but enough got through to accomplish the
mission, The tanks which were blown-up by mines, for the most
part, merely lost tracks and were returned to unit in about ol
hOﬁIS;

Colonel Disney, realizing that Batcheider‘s force could
handle LOVERICH without assistance, moved Pope out, Pope's force
crossed the line of departure and moved between LOVERICH and
FLOVERICH in the direction of PUFFENDORF, The battalion attacked
cross country, in a column of companies with Company B's light
tanks leading, The infantry followed with Company's E nmedium
tanks bringing up the rear, Pope's tréops bypassed LOVERICH at
1400 and secured‘PUFFENDOBF at 1)455,8 This force encountered very
little opfosition taking PUFFENDORF (see Fig, 5, second phase).
.Pour tanks mired in the soft ground and six others were blown up
by mines, (see Plate 5.)

U/Major Batchelder received érders from.Colonel Disney to
attack his next objective, HILL 102,6, at 1400 hours, The
attaék proceeded in a similar manner to the assault of LOVERICH,
Boggy eround made the advance difficult, but the battalion soon
occupied the hill,

The enemy reacted strongly and his heavy artillery fire
made i£ impossible for the battalion to hold the top of the . |
hill, Major Batchelder pulled his tanks and iﬁfantry back to

the draw just south of HILL 102,6, From here he could command
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the hill by fire and at thé dame time have his troops in defil-

ade (see Fig., 5, third phase).

v//’AftértPopé's force.téok_?UFfENDOBF, the enemy.plastéred
the town with éitillery and mortéf fire,  This fire came in almost
continuously throughout the afternoon and nigh£, Colonel Pope
réceived instructions‘from Colonel Disney to dig in for thé_night

and resume the attack on GEREONSWEILER at 0800 the next day,

Task Force 2

Colonel Hillyard's Task Force 2 attacked on the 1éft of
and simultaneously with Task Force'l.‘ Task Force 2 consisted of
the 3rd Bn 67th AR (Hillyard's Battaiion), 1st Bn Ylst AIR, and
supporting engineers and tank destroyers, The force contained a
fairly well balanced ratio between tanks and infantry, The tank
battalion was minus Company I, held in combat command reserve,

Colonel Eillyard planned for Task Force 2 to make a fiontal
assault on FLOVERICH at H~hour‘with a mediﬁm tank company leading,
The infantry'would follow at 200 yards with light tanks and
engineers in support, The tank destroyers. received the mission
of silencing any direct‘fire_fromFIMMENDORE, APUEILER, or
FLOVERICH, With the capture of FLOVERICE the force would continue
on to the high ground south of APWEILER.

Capﬁain James L. White, commanding Co G 67th AR, moved

his 16 medium tanks (one under normal strength) through the 3rd
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Bn 406th Inf Regt, and across: the line of departure at .F-hour. '
The 1st 3n ulst AIR had moved durlng the night 15-16 Yov, into
existing foxhdles behind the infantry oécupylng the 1ine. ¥From
these holes they could quickly pass through the troops along the
front and follow the tanks. The. mOVement of the tanks through the
infantry had been carefully preplanned so that no infantrymen
would be injured. As thertanks started to move each rifleman

held up & ration box with his rifle. The tankers easiiy spotted

these boxes which marked the fox holes and thereby moved between
. ; : !

them with ease.9 .The tanks moved in two colums into the
attack without confusion. | | A
Fortunately both the 1st and 3d platoons found a gap

over the antitank ditch and crossed without delay. The lst
platoqnvcircled FLOVERICE to the‘nérth and the 34 platoon came
taround the south side of town. The two platoons met on the easﬁ of
town and effectively isolated it (see’Fig. 6). They occupied \
perfect positions to prevent the enemy from fleeihg the town or
from ﬁeing feinforced. The support platoon, the second, soon
joined the other two jplatoo\ns east of FLOVERICH. |

- The tank assault of FiOVEEICHrreduced Company G's
streggth by six tanks;. Mines blew up three, 2 bazo&ka set one

on fire as it crossed & trench, a mortar shell stopped another,

and a sixth had mechanical failure due to previous damage,
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Major John W, Finnell, commanding officer of lst Bn
41st AIR; had his infantry follow 200 to 300 yards behind the
éediﬁn tank company., Xach company had a platoon of Company C's
(67th AR) light tanks attached, These light tanks accompanied
the infantry,. some leading and some following, .As it tufned. out

- this was an .excellgnt fbmation.to adopt since the infantry
followed far enough,b'éh%_za_.d:;‘_i_;{ﬁe.yméd.-i(um'tanké so as not to catch
the artillery fire directed at the tanké. The light tanks

‘\ leading effe;cj‘;ive,;l’y-néﬁtﬁél-iz:e_df machine guns firing at the
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infantry. This arrangement did mﬁch'to insure the uninterrupted
advance to the objective, Those following the companies provided
effective flank security.,

The enemy reacted to the advance with a great voiume of
fire from light and medium guns, Soﬁe small arms fire from the
railroad to the northeast hit Company C. The artillery fire
caused‘the most damage, Lt, Harold B, Crane, Commander of Cé c
Hlsf Alﬁ, who had fought with the company since it landed in
AFRICA two years before, said, "It was the worst I have ever
seen," The only consolation in the éerman fire was that it also
fell on their own tfoops and pinned them down sufficiently for

10

the men of the First Battalion to overpower them easily.,

Lt, Crane's company assaulted the northwest outskirts

of FLOVERICH and drove straight through to the northern part of

.

town, Company A entered from the southwest and cut toward the

northeast, Both companies encountered limited resistance. Here

‘ again the light tanks proved invaluable in the mopping up, The

force advanced‘rapidly through the town and reached the eastern
edge at 1411,

While the troops worked their way through and cleared
the town, the medium tanks of Company G 67th AR on the western
side of FLOVERICH, haé a busy time, vThe riflemen flushed the
Germans.towards the east wherevthey encountered the tanks, A
group éf:enemy;on the‘high ground %00 yards east of FLOVERICH

drew attention by firing small arms and machine guns at the
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' TLOVERICH, and headed toward -APWEILER (see Fig, 7).

o

tanks, Severa1 M~hs chafggd up thé slopes and overran this
position, taking approximately 50 érisoners. ‘The remaining tanks
stayed in place.v The tank commandérs, standing in tﬂe turrets, .
waved the Germans back into town,:?

Reorganization of Task Forgéiz took place east of
TLOVERICH, The force moved out wifh the 10 tanks of Company G
in the lead, and Company A's infanfryménlagain following at 200
yards, The force moved in a wedge:formation, The tanks pianned
to captﬁre the high grqund 600 yards southeast of APWEILER, and
to secure the right flank of the infantr&. _The infantry intended
to move into and secure APWEILER,

Task Force 2 moved out, crossed the railroad east of

The Germans,




who had previously emplaced a number of antitank guns in the woods

on the ‘south edge of APWEILER, spotped'our tanks as they topped
the hill, The Gerﬁans held their fire until the tanks had reached
an area approximately 300 yards south of APWEILER, Then the guns
sinultaneously opened with inﬁense‘énd accurate fire on the
attackers, In two minutes Captain White lost seven medium tanks,
Threé burned and the others were immobilized, The three remaiﬁing
tanks opened fire on the guns and silenced four of them, In

the ambush, Company G suffered the loss of seven'tanks, three
tankers killed and seven seriously wounded,

Lt, Crane's company (Co C 4lst AIR) Sumped off from
FLOVERICH about 15 minutes after Company A‘and proceeded toward .
APWEILER through the draw which runs generally from FLOVERICH to !
APWEILER. They made gaod progress despite scattered resistance
aléng.the way., The infantry received inéreasing fire as it'
app¥oached the town, Shortly before dark, about 1645, the company
reached a point within 100 yards of the western edge of APWEILER,

Méjor Finnell, the battalion commander, decided to pull
Company C back near the railroad and have it tie in with Company
A on the south and Task Force X on the north, ;

The defensive line for the night ran from 200 'to 400
yards northeast of the railroad., A platoon of Company B filled
the gap between Céﬁpany A and Task Force 1, A gap between
Company C and Task Forbe X on the left was secured by patrols,

The tanks of the force pulled back to the eastern outskirts of
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FLOVERICH, Eere a s@all.shell fragment Jammed the turret of ome

of Captain White's three remaining mediums, Company G had e bad

" day, The day's action had cost the company 14 of their 16 tanks.

Pask Foréé X

Simul taneously with Task Force a's attack, ‘General
Yhite “had ordered Tagk Force X, on the left to seize IMMENDORF :
"and prepare it for dgfense. L4, Col Reeves' force, predominately
infantry, consisted of_thé 2nd Bn 4O6tH Inf reinforced by Co H'
67th AR (medium tanks), Colonel Reeves planned to attack
IMMENDORF at H-hour with two infantry companies in the aééault-
) supported by tanks, Company E would énvelop from the southeast
,while‘ Company F‘ma!'x.e a frontal assault, Company E provided both
rifle companies with a nlat;on of tanks, |

The task force movea from its attack positlon vicinity
of WAURICHEN and erossed the line of departure at 1245 (see
~ Appendix VIII-C for map), Company E atbacked on’ the right
(south) flank with a platoon of tanks in the lead, ‘dompany F
méde the frontal assault along the WAURICHEN-IMMENDORF road with
its platoon of tahks in support, ‘Company &, in reserve, followed
on order behind F (see Fig. 6 for map),

Both companies made géod.progress to IMMENDORF.
Most of ‘their trouble came from snipers inside the town, neces-
' sitéting a house té house mop-up, During tbié town-fighting the

tanks provided excellent fire support for the infantry, After
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clearing‘th@'thn, Task -Force X;brgaﬁiZed a perineter defehsé.
In the assault of‘;ﬁMEﬁDbRF,-Gbgpéﬁy B had 4 tanks blown up by
mineéi . 1 , '
’Wheﬁ Tosk foféé p puiiéa gack from APWEILER the south
flank of Tas% Yorce X became exposed, Colonel Reeves committed
Co G 406§h Inf, his reserve company, to organize the high ground
on the southeést of town and maintain contact with Task Force 2,
Upon the taking of the objective, the artillery and
mortars organized their defensive fire plan and fired in their
barrages, The force installed all available mineé on foads
leading into town, This defensive organization of the position
was completed at 1900, All elements of the force occupied the
. line except one platoon of Company .G, “held_. in reserve‘;lg
The first day's action had made encouraging gains against
a dgtermined enemy, All objeétives with the exééption of |
APVEILER fell to Combat Command B, The defense of APWEILER
indicated that the enemy might make a determined stand west of

the ROER‘instead of fighting a delaying ection back to the river,

The German 356th Infantry Regimenﬁ of ?he 1834 Volks Grenadier
' Division occupying the front line opposite CCB was virtually
wiped ou¥ during the afternoon,
;Tﬁe attack of CCB had, through necessity, been on a
broad'frqnﬁ (}gOQ yards) . This wide frontage necessitated the use

of three task forces, Because of the nature of the terrain,

" these forces were‘organiZed and employed differently., They
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presént, different metholld of usihg ténxe and infantry..

Taék~§brée 1, Colonel'Disney‘é tank -heavy teamy'ga#e us
éﬁ excellent example of the ;ttack'of succgssive objectives,
The speed and violence of the tank adsault coupled with the
perfect thning of the infantry's ar:ival on the firsf.objective
illustrates the success that can be expected from a pfoperly
planned and qontrqlled attack, Also noteworthy in this action
was the manner in which the force commander confrolled the
action.: Colonel biéney, by being well forward where he could
observé the action,was able to direct the forces to the next
objective at the proper time so as to preserve the continuity
of the attack,

Lt Col Hillyard's Task Force 2 was balsnced, The

tanks gave excellent support to the infantry, and the infantry

in turn aided the tanks, The technique .0of passing the tanks

through the infantry at H-hour and the use of the light tanks

in close suppérf of the infantry exemplify excellent coordination
between tanks and infantry, The problem of-infahtry casualties
from art?llery fire, directed at tanks, was met by éeparating

the tanks‘and infantry by 200 yards, In the assault on
FLOVERICH this worked out particularly well,

| Task Force X's ‘operation is an example of an infantry
attack: supported by tanks, ‘Here. tank platoons were parcelled
out tozinfantrynccmpanies because the aétion consisted‘mainly

of cleériag the town of IMMENDORF,
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Combat CommandnB»waé“diépoéé&'aé~shbﬁn on ﬁhé méﬁ (iﬁ 
Appendlx VIII-B) at the end of thé flrst days operatlons. Gen—
eral Whlte issued orders for all tasx forces to. fesume the. attadk

on the following day. . .

NOPES FOR CHaPLER III

S—3 Perlodlc Report Combat Command B 2nd Armored
Division, 1-30 November 19Nh :

®Ibid, p. 3.

3General Dwight D, Elsenhower Crusa&e 1n Burope,
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r"‘HE 9TH PANZER DIVISION COUN”ERAITAC&S
The enemy reacted to the CCB's suocessful attack on 16
November w1th immedlate v1olence. Early on’ the mornlng of 17
November the Germans us1og armor in mass supported by 1nfantry
and heavy mortar and artlllery flres launched the largest armored,

counterattack against the 2nd Armored D1v1slon that it had ever
1 .

experlenced. '

From observatlon and from 1nter”ogatlon of American Pris-

.oners of War the Germans had bu11t up- & rather clear picture of

the American situation before D*dey; Anticipating an attack by
the U,S, Armies in this area' the Germans moved the gth Panzer

and 15tn Panzer Grenadler D1v1s10ns from the &REFELD Area to the

MUENCHEN;GLADBACH area durlng the second week in Yov to form a

mobile reserve for the Kth Panzer Army, On the 3 Nov,‘General der

Panzer Truppen Von Manﬁeuffel, Commander of the German 5th Panzer

Army, discussed with Gen, der Panzer Truppen Von Tuettwitz,

Commander of the XLVII Panzer Corps, the advantages and dis-

advantages of transferrlng elements of the 9th Panzer Division to

_the western bank of the ROER River (see Anpendlx I-E for German

Order of Battle). rr'he dlsadvantage was that this would bring

“them within artlllery ranae subJect to heavy shelllng.' The

adVantages were that 1t would make them readlly available for a
counterattack in case of a penetratlon and thev would not have

to cross the ROXR Rlver by brldge. Thls was the deciding factor,
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Because of the Allied air sﬁperiority the Ge?ﬁans-faced'the

possfﬁility of their bridges being bombed out; The final decis-—

jon was to move one kamnfgrupg (Battle Group of the 9th Panzer

~

D1V131on to the western s1de of’ the ROER befbre the attack. This
i

kampf gruppe moved across thé‘ROER and into tbe LINWICH area during °
the first ha;f of- l\lov,em'ber.a It was this W that struck
at the north and south flanks of the 2nd Ag@ored D1v1s1pq early
on the morning 17 Nov, with the miésion'of?}ecapturing IMMENDORF
and PUFFEKDORJ """ and sealing the penetrations made by CCB on the

16 Nov.

2nd Armored D1v1310n Plan of Attack

Gen. Harmon planned to continue the attack at OSOO 17
Nbv;_committlng CCA, commanded by Brig. Gen.. (then Col.) John H.
Collier (see Plate 6), to séiée.EDEREﬁ while CCB continued its
fight towards GEREbNSWE_ILE. |

COB's plen of attack: TFX and TF2 to attack and secure
APNEETER while TFl secured the hlgh ground south of GEREONSWEIL¥R, -

The three forces then were to seize CERHONSWEIL“R (see Appendix

VIII~-C for map),

‘ C@A{é plan éf atféck: Torce A to move to assembly area
west of BEGGEIDORF during the night 16-17 Nov and at 0800, 17
Nov move from BmGuENDORF through LOVERIG& to an attack position
in the v1c1n1ty of PUFWENDORF From PUFFENDORF, Force A would

attack to the northeast and seize EDEREN.3 (See Appendix‘VIII~C

‘ for'map.)_
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The enemy counterattacks.foresﬁalled these attacks,

forcing thée 2nd Armored Division to go on the defensive,

CounterattaCK on ngfendorf

Signs of enemy reactioﬁ were apparent as they shelled
PUFFENDORF continuously during the night 16~17~Nov; In the
ear1§ morning they'began to concéntraté their fires on the exits.
out of PUF?ENDORF. During the night the outposts had reﬁorted
héaring eneny trécklaying vehicles moﬁgng in front of.their
positipnsg ‘

/ Ai 0700, C(; D 67th .A_R’, outposthing PUFFENDORF., reported -
receiving small arms fire from Qhe~nofth.~.A-heavyfmorning mist
obscured enemy activities, but the tanksAof Gompény D returned
the enemy fire with all weapons, Shortly éfter dQawn, as the tanks.
of the lst Battalion drew wup on 1ine and the 2nd Battalion moved
up on, their léft in preparation for the scheduled attack, high
veiocity armor piercing shells began to plough furrows in phe'

soft earth around the tanks. The 1lth Panzer Grenadier Regiment

supported by 20 to 30 MK V and VI taﬁks had laﬁnched a counter—
attack with the mission of retak‘:'L,n:,g;»'-PUFFENDOR‘E‘.)"L

,V//The counterattack caught TFl off balance while it was
preparing its own assault, The tanks’of_the lgt and 2nd Bat-
,4talion,67§h¢£$bbn line ‘in 'an exposed position, lacked the
necessarywdepth'tdﬁcovervany‘advance by fire, Out gunned, out

armored, and out maneuvered, in the slush and muﬂ,'which favored
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-increased the difficulty of keeping control of the situation.6

the German MK v %nd:MK”VI’s«with their wide tracks, the tanks
of TF1 f/ught back furiously. |

The CGermans had the advantage with their long range, high
velocity guns and thick armor, Time and again the tanks of TFl
scored direct hits on the enemy armqr only to have théir shells
go screaming off.into the air as they ricocheted off theiheavily
armored enemy tanks, One tank of the énd Battalion fired 14
rounds'of 76mm shot at a MKlVI before desérOying it, bﬁly to be
knocked out the next moment by another MK VI.5

p/YThe enemy fire began to take its toll as the German gunners

found their range, Tﬁe tanks of TFl were being picked off one by
one, In the space of a few minutes, Company A 1ostlfive light
tanks to direct fire., There we;e too many tanks and too little
room for maneuver, The Shefmans fought back desperately, but the
range was 'too great for their lower velocity 75 mm gnd 76 mm.guns.
The enemy had the additional advantage of position and maneuver—
ability, which rendered. advance or flanking movement impossibdle,
By early afternoon the situation ha& become crifical. The 1st
Battalion had only three medium tanks left in Company D and only
five light tanks in Company A. The 2nd Battalion had fared no
better, Company F had eight medium tanks remaining and Company i
E was left with four, having lost seven to direct fire, All
were short of émmunition, with only four or five rounds of 75 mm

and 76 mm left in each platoon, Losses of officer personnel further -
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/ Since it was impossible to continue to defend their
exposed positions,gthe-Americaﬁ*tanks were orderéd to0 disengage
and withdraw to the outskirts of PUFFBNDORF.; Here, the ruins
of the stone bui}digg§ would afford some protectibn‘: As the
tanks started to withdraw, Lt, Robert E, Lée, Commander of
Company D, dismounted frﬁm his tank and went from foxhole to
foxhole telling the infantry to withdraw with the ténks. Keeping
his tank in an exposed position, he covered the infantry with-
drawél: This action forestalled any panic that might have |
spread fhrough the infantry when they saw the tanks pulling
out,

\//Ehe withdrawal to PUPFENDORF reversed the situation,-

Now thé German tanks had to come out in the open %o attack,
One MK'VI was knqcked out by Lt, ﬂhnigutt?s Tank béstroyef as
it charged PUFFENDORF, firing as-it came, .

V/After six hburs of fierce fighting the enemy withdrew to
a defiladed position south of GEREONSWEILER, and contipued to
harasé'the positions in PUPFENDORF with fire the rest of the
day. | |

M// The'équnterattack had been stopped beforg the Germans
had feached their objéctivG;’bub»at'great cost to TFl,, The -
2nd Battalion alone lost 19 tanks from direct fire, The.enemy

known losses were, two tanks knocked out by the Shermans. and two

* knocked outbby the 90 mm guns of thGJYOEnd Tark Destroyer Bat-

talion,
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This action was .tank versus tank, The artiuery-girg'of
the 78th and 83rd Armored Pield Artillery Battalions combined

: : °
with the fires of the mortars and assault guns of}TEl had driven
back the enemy infantry., On.the U.S.;side, some of “the most
devastating artillery fire of‘théir exberience‘piﬁne@’down the
doughs of the 3rd Battalion, Mlst Armored Infantry Regiment.,
This left the tanks of both sides to slug it out tank for tank,

The reasons for fhe Germans not followiné uptﬁheir initial
success are debatable, The heavy,artillery concentrations had
little or no effect on their armor, but they did stop the
infantry. The ar:ivai of Force A in PUFFEVNDORF may have been a
deciding féctor. In any event the Ger@ans failed to push the'

counterattack home, They did; however, succeed in delaying the '

2nd Armored Division’s advance to the ROER River, nearly two ..

days, -

N

Force A's Attack Stopped

- Force A received verbal orders to move from their present
locati§n at UBACH to anvassembly aréé‘iﬁ fhe %icinity of BEGGENDORF
on tﬁe'evening lé Nov, _Fprce A closed in to its new assembly
area the night 16-17 Nov, and at'OSOC the nexf morning its in-
fantry mounted tankéland noved through BﬁGGEﬁDORF, to attack
EDEREN.gV. | |

Originally CCA planned to attack EDEREN through SETTERICH,

¥ .

but since the 2Gth Infantry Division was still assaulting the

7
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town, Force A.bypassed SETTERIQﬁ to the north on the main road
through LOVERIGH to PUFFENDQRF" AS Force A’s 1ead tanks emerged
from LOVERIGH on the LOVERICH«PUFFENDORF road, the counterattack
was. in progress agalnst TP1 of CGB in PU??BNDORF Force A

stopped at the northeast edge ef LOVERICH- the infantry dlsmounted

and the tanks dispersed in a neer-by field to yalt for the

- situation. to develop,

Col. Ira P, Swift, Foﬁhe A Comander, went up to make an
estimate of the situatioﬁ,andﬁat 1100 ‘hours, ordered Force A to

move to the southwest of PU?FENDOBF.; There the infantry Qis—

mounted in“an orchard on the southwestern edge of town, end‘

_immediate;y encountered heavy artillery fire, The men could

find no coVer or fox holes and quickly began to dig in to get

‘as much protectlon as poss1ole. The tanks fanned out and moved

to the east and northeast of PUFFENDORF tylng in with TF1 en

the high growd morth of PUFFENDORY. |

B By 1500 Co D 66th AR had moved up to, .the northeast edge
of . PUFFEVDORF where they came under direct flre from the
dlrectlon of GEREONSWEILER, lst Lt “John B, Roller of Co D, With

a tank platoon of 76' s, whlch were holdlng éown the hottest sector

 of the battallon had h1s tank knocxed out by nhree hlgh explos—

ive shells. He then went to the Command Post of the an Bat~

talion and requested perm;sslop from Magor Hefbert Long, the

. Battalion Commander to withdfaw his tanks to a 1ess exposed

pos1t10n. MaJor Long contacted Col Sw1ft bv radlo and recelved
. N | ,
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lpermission to pull-the tanks back about 75 yards behind some

shattered buildiﬁgs from which they coul&.cover the approaches
to the town ffoﬁ the northeast. ‘CompanYFD lost four tanks and
one attaché@ Ténk Destroyer in the ruinsiof PUFFENDORF, A
1630, Force A in coordination with TFL, ﬁade rlans for the

defense of PUFTENDORF.9

‘Attack on Apweiler Fails

In the center TF2 planned to»co~§rdiﬁate with TFX effort
for APWEILER. ‘Company A, hlstjArmoréd Infantry Regiment, COmm ‘
manded by lst Lt, Bayﬁond é.’Earharf, with one platoon of Co B
Llst AIR, planned to push forward to séipe the high ground

Southeast of APWEILER,‘the previous days objective, This attack

wes to be led by the 3rd Platoon, Co I 67th AR, .commanded by

1ot Lt. JaﬁeaaWhl&eﬁﬁEThe-renaindef of Company B, supported by
the tanks of Co G 66th AR would move east of the town to prepare
againsﬁ possiﬁle counterattack, The 1lst and 2nd platoons of Co I
67th AR to support ghe attack with'difect fire and then go forward -
to cover the right and left flanks, Co G 67th AR, which had
vreceived thrée repaired tanks &uring the night bringing it up to
the strength of five,woulé support the attack with direct fife.

The attack.began,17 Nov at 0800 as scheduled, The enemy

inmediately concentrated intense fire from artillery, tanks,

mortars énd machine guns on the attackers; The platoon of Company

I's tanks, leading the attack,for TF2, moved only 500 yards before

TR



being forced -to withdraw, Fire from a ME V from the direction of
GEREOVSWEILER hit and burned Lt. White's tank, wounding him:

another was disabled by a mine, a third forced out of action by
10

‘a hit on the deck, and a fourth had its gun shield damaged,

The heavy artillery and mortar fire drove the infantry
back to their original positions. The action ended by 0910,

A singular act of heroism of the most outstanding nature

Ahighlighted the day. Captain John Erbes, Battalion Surgeon, 3rd

Bn 67th AR, and a small detachment of his aid men, went forward
under the heaviest type of fire to evacuate many wounded men who
had been left on theAbattlefield. The Red Cross flag that he
carried was:riddled'with small arms fire as he and his men
accomplished the magnificent feat, Captain Erﬁes was éwaréed
the Distinguished Service Cross for this work and his men each
received a éilver Star.;l

In IMMEEDORF, TFX was making preparatlons for the attack
on APWEILER in coordinatiqn with TF2 on the morning of 171Nov.
At 0700 the Germans ‘coun_terattackéd IMMENDORF with approximately

three'companies of the_IOth‘Panzer Grenadier Regiment and ten

MK V tanks of the 9tthanzér Division, Defensive\artilléfy(and

mortar:fires were very effective in breaking up the enghy forha~
tions and,inflieting heavy casvalties, Tire from the T7lst Tank
Destroyer Battéliop}$f90hmmﬂgués knocked out three of the Panzer

tanks%‘.The‘Gérmanwinfantry;usgq;eveyy method to close on the

Task Force'!s position, A% about 1100 hours a group of company
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gtrength éame forward with a white flag on the pretense of

sﬁrrendering.‘ Wheﬁ-about 100 yafdé from TFX's position, they
dropped the white flég and charged, This group was stopped by
small arms flre and forced to w1thdraw.

TFX received another counterattack about 1700 from a
battalion of infantry and 8&tanks, The Germans used the ruse
of firing high over the fronf.line of the Eﬁd Battalion, 406th
Infantry Regiment, wiih tracers while using ball ammunition to
inflict casualties on the unwary trobps.- Mine fields stopped two
of the attacking ME V's and. the 77lst Tank Destroyers then
knocked them out, One MK 7V broke through into IMMENbORF, followed
by a small number of footmtroops; A Co H 67th AR tank knocked
ouﬁ the intruding Panther at a range of 30 yards.12

Col, Hurless brought forward the 3rd Battalion, 406th
Infantry Regiment,'to;aid in‘repe11ing the thrust. Company L,
the leading element, found itself‘infa,fight as it’neared the
center of IMMENDORF, The troops formed a skirmish line directly

from their march column and forced the enémy elements from the

~ town,

At 1800 all forces made contact with eéch‘othef’and formed
a defens1ve line from IMMENDORF through FLOVERICH to. PUFFENDORF (see
Appendlx VIII~B for map), The possibility of enemy counterattacks
kept all forces. alert, Oﬁe snall counterattack, about platoon

strength which was quickly repulsed struck in TP2's 'sector at

about 2000 In PUTFENDORF the tank and infantry outposts turned
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back several enemy_patrgls, but one.succeeded in slipping through
to the center of town, At 2200 &mall arms fire caused Major
Batchelder, CO of the lst Bn 67th AR, to send his reconnaissance

platoon leader, Lt., Edelberg, out to investigate, He returned in

_a few minutes with two prisoners, who stated they beonged to a

force of 400 men who had dug in on the edge of town prepared to
attack and seize PUFFENDORF in the >morni1_‘lg... They had been told
that as a.resuit of the day's fighting the bulk of-the'American
force had been destroyed or withdrawn, and that the town was

only lightly outposted, That the Germans believed this was amply

" demonstrated when another patrol of thirty men came strolling

through town after midnight, meking so much noise that the
guards thought ‘they ﬁeré prisoners being marchéd in by the
infantry. When the mistake was discovered, the enemy patrol was
engazed by headquarters personnel, infantry and digmounted
tankers, Twenty of the enemy were killed and the remainaer taken -
priéoner.lB The night of 17;18 Nov was-spent in hauling ammpun-
ition and preparing positions for an expected counterattack the
next morning;

Although the 2nd Armored Division successfully repelled
all counterattacks ég 17 Yov, and did not lose any of’the gains
made tﬁe previous day, the bounﬁerattacks stopped the momentum
of the.Division's attack and forced it to go on»the'defeﬁsive

for nearly two days;
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With the commitment of one of thelr best Armored
Divisions, the 9th Panzer, in a large scale counterattack, - the
Germans clearly indicated their determiﬁatlon to defend every

inch of ground, This was not a deiaying actlon but an all out -

struggle in defense of their homeland

i

18th of Nbvembeé
Since more heavy counterattacks ?ere expected on CCB

front on the 18th, Gen., Harmon indicated;in a discussion of the
situation with Gen, White, that CCB would‘have a holding missién,
CCB ha& no‘armor‘in resérve. KThe siﬁgle tank company held for
tﬁat purpdge had been étmmﬁted to reinforce.TFa. Gen.‘Harmon
made available the division'reserte, the 3rd Battalion of the
66th\Armored Regiment, to.support any sector hit by a counter-
attack, / ) | o
Intefrogation of prisoners taken by TFX revealed pléns for
anothet'enemy'attack at O6OOAqn 18 Nov, Artillery fired pteplanned j
missionsin front of the entire'CCB'secto? at.6530. Yo attack
came at tﬁe schéduled time'tut‘CCB received a weag effort at
0700, It was thrown back byndefensive-fires; Prgsoners'said
that losses from artlllery completely disrupted the attack
.nlans. Elght Panther tanks partlclpated in the attack but
withirew after tank and tank destroyer fire destroyed three of
them.lu

| Sinéé:nq large s;élé(couttérattack had materialized and

the British 30 Corps had begun a push through GEILENKIRCHEN on
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the left flank it was possible to go ahead with the planned

‘actlon agalnst APWIHLER At 1130, CCB 1ssued a letter of in-

v

struction for the day!s attack which ordered_TFX to make the main

effort, The First Battalion, 406¢h Infantry supported by one

tank platqgon of Co I, 67th.AR was to atﬁack from'the #icinity
of FLOVERICH, and secure the high ground southeast of APVEILER,
Tho 3rd Battalion was to attack from IMMENDORF and seize the town
of APVEILIR while the 2nd Battalion supported the attack with
fife ffom IMMENﬁORF, The attack was scheduled for 1400 hours.15
An artillery.preparétloo bYegan étlﬁﬂminus'5 minutes and
at 1400 hours the attackers moved out, Companies K and Lled
'the attack for the 3rd Battalion, L0O6th In?antry, following
| w1th1n 100 ya;ds of the artlllery. ‘his proved very effective | .
as the onomy ;gfantgyi og the west side of APWEI#ER‘ wero captured
in their fire trenches vithout a fight, The infantry moved
steadlly throush the town ;aklng a large number of prisoners.
' Roaching the east side of the town by 1&&5 they began to |
consolgdate their p031tions, Company X on tne right tied in w1th
T®2 bhree hundred yaros gsouth of the. town. Company L secured the
northeast corner of town, and ‘two platoons of Company I Were on
the lef; flank connectxng with the and Battalion between APWEILER
andIWIEl\TDORI‘ K EERE
The let platoon of Co I 67th AR.~Gommanded by 1st Lt
| Thomas E, Osborne led the attack for the lst Battallon M06th

Inf, Utilizzng a wooded draw Lt Osborne wes able to move his
ST T o ‘
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tanks on the o'bjectiire without loss, The infantry followed
close behind and the position was consclidated by 1600, Companies
C and G,b 67th AR and a Ta,nk Destroyiér Platoon supported‘the
at’cacic with direct rfire.lg

Companies B and C, Mlst Alﬁ, were ordered to attack to
s.traighten out tﬁe lin‘e after A.PWE&LER was secured, 'They moved
out at 1630 hours, Company C filed through the draﬁr and tied in
with the lst Battalion,vh06th,lon the left about 200 yards south

of APWEILER, Compaxiy B traversed the flat ground to the south

and made contact with TFl approximately 800 yards northwest of

PUFFENDORF, Company A renained in its-present pdsifi\on as
reserve company (see Appendix VIII-B for map),

 0CB ordered TFl to have three patrols reconnoiter to

GEREONSWEILER during the nigh’c. Two of the ini‘antx;y patrols were

unsuccessful. The third reached a point about 400 yardS'erm
GEREONSWEILER, ~ The patrol heard no enemy vehicular activity in
GEREONSWEILER but noticed séveral enemy bunkers on the outskirts
of GIREONSVEILER, ‘ |

Reconnaissance Company, 67th Armored Regiment continued
to protegt the right flank of Combat Command in the vicinity qf
LOVERICH, tying in with elements of CCA which were ‘aséembl\ed at
PUFFENDdRr, protecting the south side of the.town.
n | During lé Nov,while Forc;e B v\;aited for an opportunity

to Yvedge its way into the battle, a platoon of tanks from Co

I 66th AR was loaned for the day to assist in ‘the attack on
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gﬁfTﬁRiCH by the-é9thInfantry?Divi§iog.

'Appfoiimétély5225 prisoners were taken on the division.
front during the day, Casualties of the division and its attach-
ments totaled.l3'ki11ad, 90 wounded and 31 missing in action,l7
. The counterattack on November 17th had stopped the
divisiop's advance-dead and had thrown its schedule pff balance,

Braced for another counterattack the morning of the 18th, the 2nd

- Armored Division 4id not get started again on the second day

except for the captuie of APWEILER, Thus the assault was delayed
for two days after initial successés of the first day, Con-
tributing to this setéback»Wéregtthinferiority of our tanks in
guns, armor, and maneuverability;'the'aqvantageous defensive
position held by the enemy; gnd the aggresgiveness of the
defeﬁders, in that order, ')
Despite'these disadvantages, the German failure to'

follow up their counterattack enabled CCB to continue to reorganize
for another day and then attack again, while CCA was adle to |
throw its'fulI'strengthfon"EDERENTthe next morning,

/ The p?ecipitous,reaction of the German command in
\committing'all available tanks -to coﬁnterattack within 24 hoﬁrs

of 2nd Armored Division's initial assault shows vividly that

. ARMOR DRAWS ARMOR, The extreme sensitivity of_ the enemy to

-~ armored threats.is' apparent., '
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CHAPTER v
THE DRIVE IS RESUMED

We find the 2nd. Arnored Div131on now ready to proceed to
the capture of EDERE%LIFBEIALDENHOVEN and GEREONSWEILER, and to
seize the high ground overlcokiné the ROER, Iith the capture of
these objectives the Division will be in position o launch the
final blows of the campaign,

On 19 November, while CCB consolidated 1ts gains of the
previous Qays CCA attacked to seize and secure WREIALDENHOVEN
and EDEREN, ZForce A was assigned EDEREN as itsfobgectlve, while
Yorce B was directed to capfure EREIALDENHOVEN.1 This marked

the initial employment of Force B in the ROER operation,

TheyAttack on Freialdenhoven _

The- plan of attack againét FREIALDEZNHOVEN contemplated

that Force B attack throﬁgh a bridgehead to be seized by the 29th
» \ . , _

Infantry Division across the antitank ditch east of SEMTERICH

(see Tig, 8). Since SETTERICH was still in German hands at the

‘time the plan was dramn up the attack by Force 3 was dependent

upon the capturebof the town and establishment of the bridgehead

by troops of another division, ‘Mot until the town was captured

~ and the bridgehead secured was the area to comeuunder-thq control

of the 2nd Armored DivisiénQ\_This introduced a éeiious element

of doubt into the CCA planning since no direct action could be

\

taken by the 2nd Armored Division to éxpedite capture of the



e st

®

town, As a consequence, it was necessary to make an alternate

plan.in the event SETTERICH and the brldgehead should not be
secured prior to the attack The second plan Drov1ded that
Force B should move through BEGGENDORF, LOVERIGH and PUFFENDORf
and force its own crossing of the"antitank'ditch. This awkward
arranéement waS»é matter of Eonsiderable'concern to the 2nd Armd
Div, It underlined .the fact that the responsibiiity'for‘
securing key térrain, vital to the lauﬂching of a major attack,

. I

should be made the responsibility of the command primarily

concerned, and not be dependent on cooperative arrangement,

.
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SETTERICH was taken by the 29th Inf Div on the afternoon

of the 18th and the necégsary bridgehead established, making it
possible for Force 3>to launch;its attack the next morning,

Force B moved out from its assembly area i% the vieinity
of BEGGENDORF at 1030 on Noveﬁber 19, The 2nd Battali§n 119th
Infantry (I.;t\ Col William C, Cox) occﬁpied 'SETTERICH, and at 1300
relieved the 1st and 2nd Bns ithh Inf which had been holding the
town and the bridgehead across the antitank ditch to the éasf.A
‘Co G of th@ 2nd Bn 119th Inf remained in reserve west of the anti-
tank ditch., The remainder of Force B moved initially to the
viéinity of BAESWEILER,»byiassing SETTﬁRICH wﬁen‘it laquhéd its
attack, |

The attack order directed the ond Bn 119th Inf to hold
its positions in the ﬁicinity of SETTERICH; the‘advance guard of.
Force B, commanded by Capt Henry H, Chatfield (oo, Company I
66th AR) to operate on the ridge west of FREIALDENHOVEN; and the
1st Battalion 66th Armored Regiment (Lt Col Carl Parker) to
envelpp FREIALDENHCVEN’erm the south, covering the south and east
éxits of'yheltown and protecting the division's right flank,:

A fifteen-minute artillery concentration preceded the
attack, - The advance guard crossed the ditch at 1400, followed
by Col, Parker's bgttalion,. Elabbfate pianslwhich_had been made
for mo%ing the tanks é&rdss the.ditdh”in;eipedtation that it would
be a-fﬁ:ﬁidable obstaclé were now discarded as several‘easy

crossing placés were found,” There was no hindrance from mines,.
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Capt., Chatfield's advance guard quickiy succeeded in reaching a .

point just short of FREIALDENEOVEN, Though the. town could be
covergd by fire, both the advance guard and the Parker force
southwest‘of the town, were stopped By a minefie}d which ex—~
tended across the entire front of FREIALDENHOVEN, At 1620 orders
were issued to dig in and consolidate for the night, Thé
positions occupied were app?oximately 1000 yérds west of
FREIALDEﬁHOVEN. Except for the mineé, the attack of Force B

had been ﬁnopposgd. On the left contact was established.with

Force A and with the 115th Iaf (29thalnf Div) on the right,?

‘Force B‘é attack on the éOth was Celayed an hour‘beyoﬁd .
thé scheduled jump-off time of 0900 by a heavy mist, In the plan’
for the dayté operation, CQ'G 119th Inf was to move up to the line
3 . : |

secured by Cos E and ¥ 119th Inf the previous day and then ride
"tenks into FRELALDENEOVEN, On its-left Co ¥ 119th Inf and Co I :
.‘66th‘AR were‘to securé the road running northwest between
MERZENHAUSEN and EDEﬁEN; On the right, to & 119th Inf and Co
F 66th 4R vere to seize HILL 110, south of FREIALDENHOVEN,

“Company ¥ ii9th Inf. and Co' I 66th AR launched their attack
at 1000, moved outlééross’the PUFFENDORE~ﬁURBOSLAR road and ad-
vanced to a‘pqint g?prdkimqtelyflooo’yérds northeast of .
. PREJALDENHOVEN, . Th'e‘x'.'e, théy ran inté‘ the north part of the mine-
field pr&tecting F3EIALDENEOVEN;“Bo£h wooden and}mefallic mines
'halted ﬁhe progressvbf £bé:armor; s§ ﬁhe:or&ér was.givep4fo;dig

in, Théy'were'just‘short.of‘their'objédtive.»

61



TIEALSLT AR, o

_ . The attack of Co G 11§th Inf was delayed until 1400 due
to extensive m;nefieldsbimmediateiy beyond-the line of-deparfuféi
The plan ofvhavjné the iﬁfaotry'%i&e on ohe tanke was given up,
and the coﬁpany advenced without tank Eupport eiceﬁt for four
Brltlsh flamethrow1ng Crocodlles. These'tahks were placed‘in '
direct support and commltted despite the Iact that the m1nef1e1ds
had not been cieared

Other than the antltank mineflelds which were no obstacle
to the infantry., The flrst enemy resistance encountered wasj
along the fire treoches which were dug in all around FREI ALDENHOVEN,
Although these trenches wereinanned' the only antitank flre re-

ceived came fron bazookas and four small antitank weapons sited

inh-a camouflaged p031t10n at the western edge of the town. The

'flame~throw1ng Brltlsh tapks.advanced aggresslvely. They squlrted

liquid fire into the trenches just west of'the town, expediting
ohe advance of theiinfantry through the obetaoles; About this
time three of the Crocodiles hit mines and were disabled, The
fourth.got to withiﬁ 100 yards of the town, but there it bogged
down in the mud (

The 1nfantry drove 1nto the town alone. Due fo unsatls~
factory.commungcatlons practlcally no supportlng flres alded the
advance. Most of the Germans pulled back or. gave up. Numerous
prisoners'were taken.. N hostlle tanks were encountered in the
town nor any antitank flre. Although there were many mines they

were care1e3s1y lald The englneers followed the 1nfantry and
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iifted_an eﬁofmﬁdé_hubber of miness ﬁot a éingle'man was
1nJured by them.‘ ﬁy~nightfall about.half the ﬁownlwas secure,

The advance south of FREIALDENHOVEN was spearheaded by
Co T 66th AR which was ordered -to reconnomter well to the south
in an endeavor to find a way around the minefield, It found 1t
possible to skirt the 5arrier, but great difficulty was epcountered
in erossing an irrigation ditch in this sector, At 1345 Co F
reached its objective, HILL 10,8, northwest of the viliage of
FREVENRATH, where it commanded -the south and east exits of o
FREIALDENHOVEN, Company E il9th‘1nf, the other membet of this

team moved forward about 1“00 Very little smell arms fire was

'encountered and the 1nfantry caught up with the tanks in about

3

an hour, ‘
Company I 66th AR was detached from Torce B at 1u4kL5,

Company B 82nd Reconnalssance Eattallon was. attached to Force B

at 1200 and was employed to maintain contact with the 29th Inf

DlVlSlon on the rlght-flank¢~
B 4

The Attack on REderen

At 1500 on the previous day, 19 Novenber Force A, CCA,
which had been holding PUFFENDORF JOlntly with elements of
CCB, attacked eas¥-southeast w1th the m1s31on of forclng a
crossing of ‘the antitank ditch .and seizing EDEREN (see Figure
9 Task Force 1 of 0CB was given the task of protecting the

left flank of Force & and of placing direct fire on GEREONSWEILER
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10 disruptfan& hostile preparations for counterattack, “Force A
pﬁshed forward 800 yards to a gap in ‘the antitank ditch southeast
of PUFFENDORF, During the advance, the Germans committed a force
of approximately 100 infantry with four tanks towards the éeemingly
exposed left flank of Force 4, but the counterattack failed, and
the enemy was drlven off with heavy losses; »

Promptly at 0900 the next morning, 20 November "Force A ,

-renewed the attack.’ The two assault platoons of Co E 66th AR,

followed closely by the infantry of Co ¥ Ulst AIR, and & platoon
ofbtank destroyers,‘éwung east across the ditch and Veered sharply

to‘theAnorth. The morning was misty, the ground boggy; - it was

‘doubtful for a moment whether the tanks would be able to ovperate

at all, The infantry followed the tanks at a distance of 200
yaris, Thé tanks were heavily loaded with ammunition, carrying

113 rounds for cannon and 13,000 rounds for machine guns. 'They

‘attacxed with all guns flrlns. This heavy and contlnuous volume

of fire was the maaor reason for the day §. success,
The main road to EDEREN served as the axis of advance.
Co B 66th AR and its attached 1nfantry advanced on the 1eft of ‘,1
the road, The léading e1;ments of thié)tean weré about 800
yards out whkile the other te’amrvconmstlnb of Co D 4lst AIR

and Co'D 66th AR, was still pa551ng through the antltank ditch,

Co B 66th AR slowed wp a lltule to glve Co D 66th AR an opportun~

ity to come pp on the opposlte side of the road, However, before

AN
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thls Could be acconpllshed dlrect antltank fire from the outsklrts
of EDEREN knocked out a tank destroyer and five: tanks of Co D‘ .
three of whlch were: later recovered, CO“E 66th AR>was now be»h
tween the antitank ditch (left) and EDEREN (right), and sw1ng1ng )
towards the-town from the west, Four haystaoks in a field bee

tween the assault tanks and EDEREN were burning furiously,. sendlng

up whlte smoke ;n huge sw1rls.. A providential wind blowing from

the south Erovided a first-rate smoke screen behing which ‘the

1ead1n5”tanks of Co E advanced towards the town, The tanks flushed

an estlmated 250 to 300 prlsoners in the flelds southwest of .

: EDEBEN

AS soon as he saw Company Doemb mauled MaJor Herbert -
Se Lons, commander of the 2nd Bn 66th AR called Capt Bruce
Kelley, CO of Co D and ordered hlm to slideslip to the east
behlnd Co E Kelly disenbaged hlmself successtl1y and with his
four remalnlng medlums crossed the highway to the left took
advantage of the snokescreen and came up in half an hour without
further loss. o ’

Gompany T hlst AIR the Force 4 reserve, followed the
attack movlng up on the left s1de of the ditca and in the dltch ‘

’

1tse1f Prisoners came out 1ike flies, a'bano.onlnb bazookas'apd

‘small arms. When thls company reéached a point opposite EDEREN

ib turned east acToss: the d;toh and reached the town at 1530,
Magor Long then called Colonel Swdft ‘and told hin that the tanks

and 1nfantry were ready to attack EDEREN from the northwest

.
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to move into the town, (See Plate 7.)

"Colonel Swift ordered the armor to -hold fast and the ihfantry

N

~

Meanwhile Co I 66th AR (Capt Chatfield) had been detached

from Force B for the purpose of supporting Force A in the attack

on EDEREV and was now attacking EDEREN from the southwest, Under

coverlna flre from the tanks, Co F Ulst AIR entered the town from

the west to clean it.out, while Co I 66th AR ranged throughout

-its,eastern approaches, (See Fig. 117)

By 1730 the town was secure, and“contact had been estab-

lished with CCB on the left (see Appendix VIII~B) T

. " The_ Attack on Gereonsweiler

~ On 20 Nov whlle CGA contlnued its attacks on EDEREN and

jFREIALDENHOVEN CCB launched a coordlnated drive agalnst GEREONS—
'“EILER (see Fig, lO) Field .Order 37 issued by Division Heada

quarters at 1800 on the 19th directed CQB.to'attaek not later -

than 090020 Nov, ZElements of the 9th Panzer’bivision and tﬁe'

llth Panzer Reconqalssance Bn of the 15th Panzer Grenadler D1v~.

.151on with rennants of the 183d Volks Grenadler DlVISIOn held the

e

-enemy llne in the CCB zone, Agalnst thls force,, CCB planned a

9oord1nated assault By its th?ee_task.forces§
Task Force l: on the right, was assigned HILL 102.6 as its
initial objective. It had been driven off this hill four days

prev1ously._.After'its capture ‘Task Force 1 would assist the

.attack of Task Force 2 by advanc1ng northeast nalntalnlng

contact w1th CCA on the flght,
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The plan callied for Task Force 2 to drive northeast to

the southern part of GEREONSWEILER, Its infantry was to jump off

in two echelons with a platoon of Co G 67th AR supporting éach of

 the assault companies, while the 3rd ?latdon of Co G remained in

.reserve, Co I 67th AR was ordered to support the attéck with

direct fire from its present. positions,
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Task Force X wculd attack abreast of and on the left o%
Task Force 2, Its obJectlve was the northern portion of
GEREONSWEILER, Two troops of the 2nd Squacron Fife and Forfar
Yeomanry (British), which had been attached to CCB the previous
day, were now attached to Task Fo ce X for the operation, These
troops which were'equipped~with flame-throwing Churchill tanks,
' were to lead the lst Bn LOBth Inf in.the attack, while the 3rd
Bn followed in reserve, Tanks and tank destroyers were placed
on.the left to gUard.the north flank of the task force.‘ The 2nd
_ Bn 406th Inf was given the mission of holding APWEILER.‘

During the night, units were grouped for the attack and

all preparations were made to move at 0900, A detailed artillery

~fire plan was developed by Lt, Col Briard P, Johhson, executive

of CCB., It provided for heavy concentrations to neutralize the
~GERﬁONSWEILER defenses, to ieclate the town from possible rein;
forcements and to protect it from counterattack once our teams

had entered it,

Heavy reln fell during the night and continued durlng the
e\eérly morning. 4s a consequence the push was postponed until
1100 in hope of better weather.

' ~ As planned, intense_artillery fires preceded the drive on
GEREONSWEILER, ~Six/ battalions, beginning at H minus 10, .fir'ed‘
five rounds per gun into ﬁhe western cuéskifts of the town, 'Erom-
E~hour to H plus 15, corps artillery laid down heavy fires on

~ the commandlng ground around the objective, At H plus 15 the
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fire falling on the west edge of the objective was lified,.and the

'six battalions rolled .a barrage through the town,

At. 1100 all three task forces crossed the line of departure,
Task Force 1 jumped off in<two columns toward its inifial objective
EILL 102,6, The hill was taken at 1130 hours, Tanks covered the
infantry all the way to the hill, and no(lbsses were sustained,
After\capturing HIﬁL 102,6 the.task force moved'to'the‘eastern
edge of. GEREONSWEILER where it reorgan1zed It then résumed fhe
advance and. secured the high ground 600. yards east of the town.

Task Force 2, on the-left of Task Force 1, came initially

under only light small arms fire, but soon thereafter heavy

- machine gun fire from south of GEREONSWEILER struck the troops,

inflicting numerous casualties and pinning Co'A 4lst AR down for
half an hour, . Company ¢ LUlst AIR, to the nerth‘had soée defilade
from this fire but despite this Wa% alSO hard hit and was forced
down momentarily, Within a few minutes the strength of two of
its plapoqné was reduee&rby half; | R

Two Mark V tanks south of GEREONSWEILER kept the tanks

of Task Force 2 from moving against the enemy machine gun

positiens. The Sharmans of Co- 1 67th AR ﬁhich had been fifiqg .

. on . GEREONSWEILER n.w turned their attention to the Panthers,

They saw their 76 o projeetiles bounce off the heavily armored
eneny, and conseqLently broke off the unequal auel.
Howevey,. the tank fire 1nto GEREONS UE;LER aided the

infantry advance..lTwo armor. piercing projectiles hit an 0il dump
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in the'southern'section of the town and set it on fire, 3Black
snoke rolled out and was blown by a southeast wind across the -
front of the foot troops. A

Six Mark V‘ténks 3500 yards to the north, opened inef-
fectlve fire on Co I 67th AR, The flre was returned but without
- ; hope of any damage belng done by the outran&ed guns of the M~u's.

Company C Mlst AIR finally reached the oujsklrts of the
town, 2nd Lt, Robert DBrockman took the. 1ead1ng platoon forward

“but was stopped by flre at a brlck wall protecting the entrance

§ ‘ to the town, The ond platoon follow1ng the first, -stopped and
-established a base of fire, The 3rd platoon maneuvered to the
. left and came abreast of _the"firs\{:.

i The platoon leaders were'vnable to push their men forward,

but the company commander, Lt Crane, rose to the situation, ex-

R e 2

claiming to Lt Preston, forward observer of the §3rd Armored FA
Bn, "Let's walk into town and see if they will.follow."‘;
The two offiéers sét out, accompaniéd by two runners cayFry-
| ing ah>SGR/509 suspended on a pole between them, Seeing £his~ t
'displéy of heroism the troops jumﬁed to their feet and folloﬁed
the two offlcers 1nto GEREONSWEILER : -, |
Meanwhlle he lst Platoon of Co I 67th AR crossed ‘the
GEREONSWEILERPPUFFENDORF«road and attacked a strong point south
f the town destroying a machine gun About 30 enemy infantryu
' ] men in fox. holes and burnedmout tanks had been protecting the gun,
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The tank dozer of Co I moved up and began covering up the fox
holes. The Germans quickly emerged with white flags up, The

tanks held thelr fire and the scattered enemy began running to

_the rear in an atteﬁpt to escape only to be guickly cut down.

Freed from the enfilading fire, Gos A and B b1st AIR

"moved up rapidly and entered GEREONSWEILER about 1200 hours,

The ‘cormander of the lst Dn Mlst AIR ordered Cos A and C
to push through GEBEONSWEILER and set up a defense on the eastern
side. He divected Co B to remain in town and clear it of enenmy,

M-I tanks followed the infantry and supported the mop-up. with

~ fire (see Rlate 8), Hywever, all three companies were soon

'pinned down inside the town by tank and machine gun fire delivered

by Task Force 1 which was advancing from the south, IWhen this
fire 1ifted after about 15 minutes the iﬁfantry pressed -on. through-
the town, reachlng the eastern edge at 1400, Companies A and C
continued thelr advance 500 yards east of GEREONSWEILER where A
they linked up with elements. of I‘e.sk Force 1 on the right, They .
were not able‘ however' to'contact Task Force X on the 1eft
Meanwhile Co B continued the cleanup of GEREONSWEILER
Intense artillery'flre harassed: the troops. The shelling was

sporadic until the'mopping force reeched the center of town, and

'then it became very heavy. The Germans in the town resisted

\

only half heartedly‘ Many wexe foundiin celiars attempting to

hide uptil ni&htfall in the hope of escapin@ throubh our 11nea

to. reaoin their units,
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: F 67th~ 4R noved out on the morth flank to the hig

The Task Force X thrust from APWEILER was led by the
lst Bn uOGth Inf spearheaded by Crocod11es while six tanks of Co

4 ground north.

.‘east of GEREONSWEILEB

Intense 88 mm Cannon’ and machine zun flre was recelved.by
the infantfy as they left APWEILER The fire came from high
round to the north in the vicinity of PRUMMERN and ,,EECK. _Company

C 7715t TD 3n moved to the east of APWEILER to engage the enemy

_buns., The maneuver was a success in that it drew all the fire to
,the tank destrdyers but at heavy cost for the company lost all
.exceﬁt three of its vehicles in the flbht. Once the harassing fire

“was dlvertgd the infantry adVanced rapldly behlnd the 1eading

Crocodiles. Small axms and machlne‘gun fire from GEREONSWEILEB B
was 1light, Companies B and C 406th Inf reached the toWn at ;115. /
Theyidrové straight ﬁhrough and reached#thé.northeastern outskirté'
at 1300 ana set up a defensive line, Co A, following, made contact
w1th the tanks of Co H 67th AR and occupied the high ground north
of the town, véo A then mOVed on tne_tqwn to assist Cos B and ¢’

in mopping up,: o " - ‘o ~

. The flank attack of Co A complete” ‘the demoralizatlon of

the défepders, Germgn t:oops.began streaming out of the north-
‘easﬁ‘edge‘gf town in an attempt to escape to LINNICH, They were

cut dOthin laige’numbers by the two companies which had reached

the eastern edge b6f GEREONSWEILER,
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. losses were 24 killed, 156 wounded and 11;missing, (See Appendix

The 3rd Dn 406th Inf after having peeﬁ held up in
APVEILER for an hour and a half by 88 mm fire £rom PRUMMERN end
by small arms fire from GEREONSWEILER, followed the 1lst 2n to~
ward the obgectlve. Co I swung off to the left and secured the

high ground which had prev1ously been taken by the tanks and Co

4, Gompanles ‘K and 'L moved into the western oart Qf GEREONSWEILER

The end In moved out of IMMENDCER and sccured a defensive
line fyom APWEILER to GEREONSWEILER, contacting the 3rd Bn'in the:
iatﬁer*town. The oewly forﬁed Task Force G, commanded by Major
Charles J, Girard replaced the 24 Tn-in IMF”NDORF (see Appendix

-

I-D for compos1tion of. Task Force G) .
By nightfall a contlnuous‘line'?an from IMMENDORY to
APWEILER thence afound GEREONSWEILER to the Task Torce 1 positions

where a tie~in was establlshed with CCA troops. | |
The D1v131on captured more than TOO grlsoners in the course
of the attacks on GEREONSWEILZR, EDEREN. and FRETALDENHOVEN, . Its -

]

VIII-B for map).

CCB Deepens - Its Peneﬁration

The Enﬁ Armd Div coﬁtioued the attack on all fronts on
.21 N vember the combef comnéods emoloying their five task forces
in coordinated ﬂrives from positzons in the vic1niﬁy of FREIALDEN~
dOVEN EDEREN and GEBEONSVEILER. Dlvision artillery,‘relnforced

by Corps 1aid down intense preparatory fires prlor to the attack
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The missions assigned OCB included the capture of the high
ground - o0 the north and east of GEREONSWEILER and the improve-
ment of its positions southeast of the to;n, iThe eneny situation
conffonting the comﬁat éommand, as given in the attack order,
issued at’?OOO hours 20 Nov was as follows: |

.« "Enemy rear instellations are withdrawing across the ROER,
Our advance is opposed by els of the 9th Pz and 15th PzG Divs
and remnants of the obsolescent 133rd Volks Grenadier Div,'
Dug-in tanks, Mk V and VI, effectively delay our advance,

and artillery and mortar continues to be heavy, Casualties
have reduced the Fn in our sector to ap»rox 1000 men and 20
tanks, No reinfs are gagd by Pii's and inclement weather
prevents air ren" ...

Task Force X was assigned fhe nission of capturing the

high ground overlocking thé ROER one mile north and northeast of

. GEREONSWEILER, The 3rd Bn 67th AR and,a_piatodn'of tank Qestroyers

were detached from Task Force 2 and attached to Task Force X .

Task Force X jum?ed off at 1100 after a heavy artillery

preparation followed by a rolling barrage throﬁgh the‘objective;

" Air strikes on HILLS 94,8 and 98,1, battalion objectives, had'

‘been planned but were cancelled due to mist§ weather,

. The 3rd Sn 406th Inf followed so closcly behind the

barrage that it captufed;its objective at 1122, The encny had
suffered heavily from the preﬁarafory fires and resistance was

very light. The German survivors were quickly captureé, and the
assault COmpaniée'dug;in,flooking down on the ROER;‘YThey were
[ : ! '

‘not required to hold their positions long, however, as at 1200

elements of the 4O5th ‘Inf (84th Inf Div) begen crossing in front . |
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of the 3rd 3n and by.150Q had completely pinched out.the 3rd Bn
positions, The battalion then reassembled and'occupied'new
positions rorth and east of GEREQONSWEILER, forming a reserve line
for. Task Force.X,.
The 1st Tn 406th Inf crogsed the line of departure at
1100, its objective being HIIL 98.1. This battalion also, crowded
the artillery and reached the crest of the 633ective just aS«thei‘
ene@y rose from his holes to figh£; Resistance yas briefg;'By nooﬁ
a;l ﬁosfile troops had been driveﬁ from the hill—~killed’or captured
In these two attacks Task Force X took about 200 prisoners,

Task Force l‘s pr1nc1pa1 obgect1Ve was HILL 95, about 800

yards east of CEREONSVEILER, The Gernans laid down heavy artillery

and nortar fire on tne attackers as soon as they Jumped Off‘.~Alr

though this flre forced Task Force 1 to advance more slowly than

TaSk.Eorce X on its left, it also captured its objective rapidly, .
The 1lst Bn Ulst AiR-was_detached'from Taek Force 2, |

attached tozTask'Force-l,-and ordered to.adVance 300 yards east

of its present positions,

na damn fool mission as we already had the commandlng ground "

'was the comment of one Task Force 2 officerq .

Jut the battallon yUSheQ out.300 yards as ordered

whereupon it 6ot 1nto a fight that lasted the rest of the day.,

‘”he 2nd, Bn 67th AR -supported 1t w1th fire, At 1ast under intense

mortar, direct artillery and . tank fire, the battallon was pulled

- back to_its_origina;§peeitiqns.;:
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Task Foroe X was aiso having difficultiés. Whon the 1lst
Bn 406th Inf captured HILL 98;1 the flanks of its'left‘company
( Company A) had been loft exposed, There was a gap ofVSOO yards
between it and the 3rd Battallon on its left, while an interval
of 700 yards separafed it from dompany B on the right, A platoon
of Company ﬁ was segt:oot'to link up.with Commany A, but was un~
able to close the £8P | | | |

The enemy saw his opﬁortunity and‘madeva dete?mined effort
to drive Co & off the objective, The first‘couotérattack,fmade'
by an'iofantry company\atlléoo, was repelled before o.pene%rétioo
cowld be effected. ’ | o

A:second and-larger counteiattack was 1aonchod at 17&5;

shortly after dusk, The enemy employed three companies of the

1lth Pz Gr Regt, again making his main effort against Company A,

The Germans-used trickery in their attempt to close in,

YSone 6roups adVanced under the protectlon of whlte flags while

others came forward w1th their hands up, in an attltude of sur—

'render bu&-cleverly concealing‘hand grenades in their palms.
As a result of thls vile conduct, the two platoons of

Company A holdlng the line were almost conpletely destroyed and

the company was forced to w1thdraw about 300 yards to the south

to & position Which'afforded éomp defilade against machine gun

and rifle firé."
Tenks of the 3rd 3n 67th AR and one platoon of Co B 7020

0 Bn were detached from Lask Force 2 to relnforce the 1nfantry‘

With thls assistance, the Germans were driven back and the orlglnal
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line was restored at 1830, When the attack ended, the strength of
Co A had been reduced to 54 men. Co B was a little better off with
80 men remaining,

Company C UO6th Inf was brought forward immediately to
fill. in the gap on the left flank, Capt George C. Armentrout,
the company commander, displayed such leadership and heroism that
he was recommended for theb Distinguished Service C;c‘oss.

The 2nd Bn Y0Bth Inf was held in reserve in GERFONSWEILR
during the day. When thé second counterattack aeveIOp'ed, Co G
was moved to the right flank of Co 4, Co F occupied a'pos~ition
in depth, while. Co E was held in reserve. |

The 3rd Bn Y1st AIR moved up to restore-contact with the
1st Bn 41st AIR and by é.arkr;éssl the 1ine;, was intact aiong the
entire CCB front. Contact was gained with the' LOKth Inf Reét (under
_84th Inf Div) on the left and with CCAlén the right.,

The 1st Bn 335th Inf (84th Inf Div), Aa;ttached to 2nd Armd
Div, was further attached to CCB, It occupied FLOVTRICH preparatory

; 11
to relief of the 3rd Bn U406th Inf during the night of 21-22 November.

CCA Begins to Threaten Mergenhausen

While CCB wé;s wfesting more ground from the enemy in the
vicinity of GIZREONSWEILER, Férc‘e B of CCA launched two attacks
to captﬁre positions whence an assault could be made on MIRZENEAUSHN,
. The left element of Force B, consisting of the 2nd Bn
119th Inf (less 2 cb's)‘; one platoon of Co I 66th AR and one troop

of Fife and Forfars, jumped off from FREIALDENHOVEN at 0900, the
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26 Nbvember.

initial objective being the ground 300 to 400 yards west of
‘,MERZENHAUSEN. The ground a few hundred yards east of FREIALDEN~

_HOVEN begins to slope gently down towards MERZENHAUSEN, . Although

exposed to observation from the high grbund east and northeast of

MERZENHAUSEN, for some reason the enémy did not fire on the

étﬁapkers to any great extent, ‘The intermittent mortar and

artillery fire received was ilnaccurate and there were few cas-

" ualties,

¢

. Company G 119th Inf reached its objective about 1500,
Its first platoon, under Lt, Gale C, Kuhn, patrolled into
MERZENHAUSEN;' When Lt, Xuhn returned‘and‘reported the presence
of tanks in the town, it vas decided to. postvone further attack

/ , )

unﬁil.the next morning, -

Gompany ¥, on the left of Co G, had meanwhile advanced

" almost to the MERZENHAUSEN-EDEREN Road, where it occupled

.positions from which it could cover the road with fire, The

eneny was dﬁg in on the high ground opposite Company F, and .

further movement would probably have drawn héavy fire from him.

\

‘ The conpany remalned in these nositlons untll tho evening of

12

The rlght element of Force 3, cons1st1ng of -the 1st Bn‘

'66th AR (*) Co E 119th Inf, .and one platoon ofCo C 7024 TD Bn

was\also scheduled,toycross the line of departure at. 0900, but

dglays.in'fueling;ﬁhe‘tanks pOstﬁoned thpnjuﬁihoff wntil 1100,




|

|
B
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The attack, launched from a wosition south of FREIALDEN.
HOVEN, was spearheaded by Co F 66th AR while Co E 119th Inf
féllowed._on foot, initié.lly at a distance of 300 yards, The
objective was HILL 101,5, about 600 yards south of MERZENHAUSEN,
The attackers advanced across potato and beet fields wholly ex-
posed to observation from the high ground east and northeast of
MERZENHAUSEN, Our tanks met little resistance until they were on
the objective, when they were engaged by six Mark ‘VI tanks from
positions in MERZENHAUSEN. Two of the enemy tanks were destroyed
and the others driven und9:¢ovep.

.During the expés.e'd adv@ge,' the infantrymen suffered a
number of casualties from gytililery énd ﬁo:tar fire, Efforts to
obtain cover by proceeding élong the ISURBOSLARF'MERZENHAUSEN road
proved vain, for the eriemy had this avenue of appr'oa;:h zeroed in,
and covered it with artillery and mortar fire, l\Tonetheless, the
infantry pushed on doggedly, and reached thé objeétivé by night~
£all, | |

- Only a minor operation was carried out by Force A on the
2lst, It attacked at 1100 to seize HILL 97,6, a few hundred
yards east of EDEREN, There was no opposition except light
artlllery fire.l3 . ”

The night of the Elst found the 2nd Armd Div tied in on
a front that ran from south of MERZENHAUSEN through HILL 97.8.

(east of EDEREN) to the high ground east and north of GEREONS-

WEILER (see Appendix VI I B for map), I less than 60 hours of
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determined fighting it had taken _thr??;ee well defended towns, had
colzed the high ground overlooking the ROER, and had established
itself in positions from which it could launch a knock—out‘ blow

against MERZ ENHAUSEN,

NOTES ON CHAPTIR V
lpic1a Order 35, 0G4, 1'816301& Nov W,

2After Action Report, 2nd Armored Division, 19 Nov 44,

3 ‘ . .

Ninth United States Army, Operations IV, Offensive in
November, 4th Information and Historical Service, P. 141,

Yop Git., Ninth Army, p. 113
. 5Ib:‘ul. , Ds 113 After Action Report, CCA, 2nd Armored
Division, 20 Nov LY, gives the time as 201000. The Uth Informa-
tion and Historical Service is careful to point out that the
attack of Torce B was delayed one hour after the scheduled times

it-gives 'no indication that Force A was similarly delayed.
Personal Interv"ie_w, Brig. Gen., John H. Collier, former
CCA Commander, at Fort Knox, Ky.. Yov. 48. _

Taster Action Report, CCA, 2nd ArmorTed Division, 20 Yov Wl
855614 Order 59, (CB, 2nd Armored Division, 191730 Yov 4,

-

}90p Cit., Ninth Army, PP 143-148, passim,
19,414 order 60, CCB, 2nd Armored Division, 202000 Nov U,

1%02 Cit., Ninth Army, PP 157-159‘

12 : ' /

“Ibid, De 161, After Action Report, 2nd Armored Division,
21 Nov 4l states that these elements were halted by severe tank
and automatic weapons fire, : '

13@3 Cit., Ninth Army, PP 160-161.
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dHAfTER.VI
THE LAST PHASE
MERZENHAUSEN was the key to the enemy’s.finai defensive

positions in the Division zone, So long as he could hold it his
lines of communication west of the ROER were secure, Zut once

he lost MERZENEAUSEN and its satellite high ground, BARMEN would
be rendered untenable and the west bank of the RCER uncovéred;
The enemy could be counted on to fight tenac1ously for MERZEN-
EAUSEN, In the event, it proved one of the hardest fought actions

of the nonth,

Initial Attack'on‘Merzenhausen '

On 22 Nov, while the other wiits of the Division re-
grouped énd,improved‘théif ﬁdsitions; Force B of CCA launched
the first attack against MERZENEAUSEN (see Fig, 11), Its
mission was to selze the tbwn, bloék its northeast entrance, and

thereafter defend a line running NY¥ and SE, maintalning contact

with Force A on the loft and with the 29th Inf Div on the right.

MERZENEAUS:N was heav1ly defunded Fire trenches pro-
tected it on the north, west and south The German infantry
was stronly supported by tanks. An orchard immediately west of
the town concealed BURErous tanks and 80 mm assault 5uns. To
' overcone these powerful defensea Was extremely difficult.
The attack Jumped off at 0900 The lst Bn 66th AR reinf

attacked from south of the village whilo the. and Bn 119th ‘Inf




reinf approached from the west. Of the five British tanks in

support, two Crocodiles were inclided in the force attacking
from the south, while one Crocodile and two Churchills supported
the attack from the west (see Appendix 2),

At 0900, the two Crocodiles led off the attack from the

- south advancing aggressively towards the southwestern edge of

MERZENHAUSEN, Emvloylng thelr flame throwers alnost contlnuously,
the Crocodiles had an electr1fy1ng effect on the hostile 1nfantry. N
Almost 1mnediate1y, at five different places ‘along the south side
of the town and in the orchard, white flags began to wave, Then,
unlubkily,;the Briti;h vehicles moved into exposed positions on a
ridge .and before 1000 éil haﬁ‘been destroyed by high V@lbcity

flre from the orchard, The white flags'disapnearéa ’/  .

The Crocoalles had been leadlng a platoon of infantry.
As soon as the flame throwers were destroyed, the enemy, who only

a few minutes before had been so w1111n5 to surrender now blocked

the advance of the infantry w1th graz1ng machine gun f1re. The

'platoon was forced to a halt, and the Gernans then took 1t under

- fire w1th'their mortars. Our own mortar and artlllery fire on

Y

the orchard and om MERZENHAUSEN failed to s11ence the enemy pieces.
Later it was discovereﬁ that most of the hostile p051tlons were

pfdtected~by overhead covery _The platoon had to withdrawwtq the

‘line of departure.

Company G 119th Inf, part of the force west of the town,

Was now drdered‘to fix bayonets and charge thg town, The men at
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the time were dug in.an open groundiuhder direct hostile observa—-
tion. They had discovered that any attempt to- leave their pos—
itions immediately brought down fire. 5o a patrol was sent for—

ward to attempt to find an-qyenue of approeach: It was soon pinned

" down, Corpany I 66th AR was then ordered to attack, 4s it

approached the town, two Shermans were knocked out, and two more
bogged down, jThe’others, however, opened a gap through the fire
trenches, drové the hostile armor from thé orchard, and forced

it to retreat east of the town, The first and second platoons of
Co G 119th inf then passed through the gap and at 1310 began to
attack the outermost buildings of MERZENHAUSEN,

At about 1530 Capt Warne R, Parker of Co B 119th Inf,
which had been involved in the aborfiVe.attack from the south in
the mbrning‘ ordere&;his third platoon forward to help consolidate
the town, The leader, Lt William Hall, advanced along the same
route he had taken that mqrning, and this time was able to get
through ‘the Qrchara.. Near the cross roads &t the edge of town
his men weré,forced to take éhelfer»in a ditch from machiné guﬁ
éndbtankvfire COming dowh the main street;' Ye asked Capt Parker
Yo havé the sécond plafoon puli up on ﬁis right., This was done,.
and as daylight faded both platoohs worked into the first three
or four‘buildings on the south side of town;

ﬁhile'Co-E li9§h Inf was movihg these two platoons into
MERZINHAUSEN, the two assault platoons of Co G 119h Inf continued

to work on eéach side of the street, By 1730 they had advanced
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about one~third of the way t&éugh town when the enemy launched
a counterattack down the street headed by a Mark VI tank, Tt

knocked out one of the tanks of Co I 66th AR which had followed
the infantry into town and 1t;:?pomp1etely broke up the attack of
Co G 119th Inf. Lacking confidence in their bazookas, and unaware -

that two platoons of Co E were coming up to strengthen their

position, all but a2 handful of Co G retreated to >the vicinity of

fhe compé.ny Cp,. located in a house Just wést of the crossroads at
the western edge of the town, TIuckily the Mark VI did not pursue
then, as none of the four remaining tanks of Co I were in position
to halt the Tiger if it had dared to go further, and no mines

had yet been laid.

Capt Chabaud ordered his third platoon forward to es—
tablish a line near the CP _while with the help o»f his executive,.\
Lt Faris, he attempted to pull together the rest of his dis-
organized company. |

. Lt Colonel Willia;n C. Cox, commanding officer of the 2nd
Bn '119th I‘nf learned only late in the evening of the experience
of Co G. He immediately came to Co G's CP-~in fact, he set up

his own headquarters there——and supervised the mining of the

'street in front of the battalion's line. Colonel Cox spent the

rest of the night strengthening the battalion's positions. He
had three heavy machine guns set up to cover the minéfield, with
a tank in support. The other heavy machine guns were placed on

the north side of the town,

g7




. -

At Q;}O, 23 Nov, Capt Thomes F. Carothers, commander:of
the 2nd Bn Y1st AIR, whose unit had just arrived in FREIALDENHOVEN
from EDEREN and whose men thought they were due for a rest, was
called to the regimental CP by Colonel Hinds. The Colonel des—
qribed the situation in MEIRZENHAUSEN as critical and alerted Capt
Carothers for movement to MERZENHAUSEN to restore the lines.

, The relief battalion arrived in MERZIAFHAUSEN about Oqu.
By this time, Col Cox had the situation in hand, Company E Ylst
AIR moved in one the right edge of town, Jointly occupyiﬁg the
first four‘dr five houses wiﬁh Co E.ll9th Inf for protection from
the enemy artiliery, Compagy:D.ulst AIR moved into the houses

on the left side of the road. These houses were.to serve as the

line of departure for the following day's attack. Company F

- U1st AIR remained in reserve and dug in in the field between

MERZEINEAUSEN and HILL 101.5.
Before daylicht Capt Chatfield of Co I 66th AR suggested
that Co G 119th Inf resume the attack on the enemy in MERZENHAUSEN..

Company G had suffered 3L casurlties since jumping off ﬁhe prev—

 ious afternoon and its three rifle platoons were down to a total

of 38 men, It was obvious to leaders of the company and to Col

Cox that the survivérs were too shaken to launch & successful

"attack;- The 2nd Bn'Elst AIR thefefore undertook to attack employ-—

ing one company on each side of the sbreet.‘ These companies ﬁere

supported by four tanks and two tank destroyers..

!
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The infantry jwnped off from the shattered houses at

0800, The eneny, estimated as a battaligﬁ, fanatically defended
his pomtmns in town w1tb tanks hidden in houses, dug—ln tanks,

artillery, mortars 'and small arms fire, |

The fight progressed from house to house. Snipers fizjea
at the advancing Americans and grenad'es were thrown at them from
second stofy windows, F-ort&y or fifty prisoners were taken as the
battalion advanced 100 ydrdS'to the middle of MERZENHAUSEN.

One of Co I's tanks was lmocked out. Its crew reported
that it was hit by an enemy tank concealed behind a sliding
door in a large buil ding. The. door was opened onl;; to allow the
tazk to fire and then vas prompily closed. At 1500 a bazooka and
Nolotov cocktail team was organlzed to set this building on fire,
The bullding went up in flames, but the intensity of the hostile
guanfire prevented the team from remalnmg to o‘oServe the results,

At 1500 the battalion was ordered to consolidate the

ground it had gained. Only about half of MERZENHAUSEN had been

cleared of eneny., (See Fig. 11.)

Elements of CCA spent 24 X Tov consolidating their posrblons
in Mmzmamsm. The 2nd Bn Y1st AIR (less Co F) returned to
f‘REIALDE'HH'OVEI\T - Company F. 43st AIR, which had been in reserve,
relieved Co .F 119th Inf in the m;e one half mile northwest of
MERZINEAUSEIT, | *

Although prisoners réported thaf: the Germans were rein—

forcing vthe}ir gafrison in' the north,part of the town no effort
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was made to drive them out of MERZENHAUSEN as major changes in
the divisional scheme of raneuver were in the'proceés of devel—

7

opment.

The Division Regroups

Several days previously XIX Corps had announced a phaﬁge
in the corps left boundary, effective at 1800 24 Nov.  This
change narrowed the division zéne to HILL 97.6 (exclusive)
immediately east of EDERIN to a point ébout 560 yards west of _
KOSZAR (sée Appendix 8-B for map)s This in effect relieved the

Division of responsibilify for the area held by CCB and'thus

greatly improved its freedom of action in launching the final

blow of the oPeratmon.

The regrouping. incident to the shift in boundary began
on 22 ﬁovember when troops of the XIII Corps were temporarily
attached to the 2nd Armd Div for the purpose of reliev1ng ele—
ments of CCB in the line.. The next day CCB relieved Force 4 of
CCA in the vicinity of EDEREN. Upon its relief Force A was dis-
solvéd and Force B was redesignated as tﬁe U1st AIR (~) reinforced.

When the new bouﬁdary:beééme effective at 1800 24 Nov -
the XIII‘COrps‘elements reverted to their parent énits.' At the
same time the hosth Inf reverted to the 102nd Inf Div. 

Upon the completion of theSe changes, the entire Division

front was held by CGA. COB asserbled in the vicinity of OIDTWVILER.

/




Continuation of the Attack

While these changes were in progress QCA was engaged in
plannmg the final drive of the operatlon.‘ The plan as developed
laid down a three—-fold mlss:Lon for CCA: To clear the enemy from
MIIRZ.ATHAUSEN to seize the town of BARMEN, and to cut the eneny
communlcatlons west of the ROELR in the Division zone.2 '

The troop list was revised and a new “task organization
es’c‘éblisned.. The new attack foroe consis%.ed’ of tne 1st and 2nd
Bns 119th Inf, 2nd and 3rd Bns tlst Ai'R,A izcn Co 66th AR, and Cos
I, C and G 66<th-AR;' The 1st Bn 119th Inf was attached to “the 2nd
Armd Div at 2000 25 Nov by verbal order of the CG XIX Corps, and
"assembled northwest of FR’*‘IALDE‘M‘TOVEN

The,time of/.attack was set as 0715 27 Now, CCA's scheme
of mé.ne{lver contenolated a three~pronged attéck. The 3rd 3Bn U1st
AIR on the right was directed to capture the high ground from.
HILL 98.1 (east of WFRZENHAUSEN) to KOSLAR (exclusive). The 2nd
3n 119th Inf would clean out MERZENHAUSEN and eetabllsh noad
‘Dlocks‘at intersections east of the ’co&‘m. The objective of the
1s£ Bn 119th Inf was HILL 100,3, northwest of/MF;Rzmosmr. The
A2n’d Bn 41st AIR,‘ initiallir in resex"ve,’ was to ‘pass nhrough the
2nd Bn 119th Inf after ME?ZEHHAUSEN had been cleared and selze
ObJeCtheS west and southwest of BARIIIE&:. (See Fig. 12.)

Gol Colller, comrander of CCA,  saw tlat the chief prob-—
- lem of the ooeratlon lay in flndmg a good‘ route of approac‘z for
. tanks to assist the 1st ZBn 119th I*xf in tamng the high ground

1
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northwest of MIRZENHAUSEW. This high ground was protected both e

on the south and,_’o;; #he' west "by a cliff, varying from 10 to 15

feet in height. A second barrier to a tank assault vas a small

* B




strean 30 to 40 yards on the dear side of the embankment. In
addition, an antitank dltch protected the high ground from armored
attack from the west, whlle a series of fire trenches along the
top of the ¢liff provided a fdrmidaﬁleAdefense against either tank
or infantry approach from both south and weést, Southwest of the
strean the ground sloped gently upwards to the ogtskirts of
?REIALDEMHOVEN} west of the stream the ground alse sloped slightly
upwards to high ground Just east of EDEREN, Thus the enemy from
his positions along the crest of the steep rise had good observa-
tion on nearly a1l the ground over whieh ﬁe’might be attacked.
Col. Colller explained to Col, Herlong that he had requested the
assistance of the 1n¢antry bec;uSe no satisfactory tank approach
to the high ground had been found. He emphasized that he would
~like very much to use tanks in the assault if Col. Herlong ceuld
find a defiladed route with reasonabiy good tfactionvdver which -
'the -tanks could move. |

Col. Herlong planned to move his battalionrfron 1ts
»assembly area on the northwest 31de of FRQIALDENHOVEN to the
railroad tracks sop.theast of EDEREN, The Ren Co of the 66th
AR held positions along the ﬁbmm—»mzmmusm Road. The 1st
Bn 119th Inf ‘would pass through theSe pos1tions W1th two companies
abreasts Company B was given the mission of scaling the cliff and
cleaning 3uf the antitank_difch. >It wouid then proceed eastward

; : ;

along the crest, swing around and assault HIIL 10053 from fhé

southeast, Company C was to advance on the right of Co 3, while

!
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Co A rermined in reserve in the vicinity of FREJALDENHOVEN. Col,
Herlong specified that Cos B and C were to attack with two

platoons abreast’ and one. platoon in reserve,

The Attack on 27 November 194k
CCA, occupying the entire 2nd Armd Div front, attacked
as planned in three colums at 0715 on 27 November. The attack
was,pr‘eceded by an artillery ﬁafrage.
The 3rd 3n Wst AIR attacking oﬁ the right, encountered

the énemy in force on the ridge east of MERZINHAUSEN and was taken

under fire by artillery and mortars., 4 fierce counterattack

" pinned the battahon to the rear slopes of the high ground. The

1nfantrv Jumped into abandoned German trenches and Held out in

_ then for ’che remainder of the day, receiving consmerable fire from

XOSLAR.

The advance of the an Bn 119th Inf, in the center, was

res1sted by the enemy with heavy small arms fire mthm MERZENZAUSEN -

and with tank fire from the vicinitv of BARMEN and the crossroads )

northwest of ME_RZENH;J*sm. Company F, advancmg in the center of

~the town, was taken under fire by snipers and bazookas, as well as

by artlllery and mor’gars, In order for Co F to advance it became
necessary to reduce 'nearly every hc;use on either side oi‘ the niaiﬁ
street. The teqhniéue employe'd was simple,. 'Whilé one squad.
pou;'ed'fire into theiﬁp?éni.ngsv of a house, a.second squad rus.hed-

the occupants, A squad commanded by Staff Sgt., Charles B;' Miner
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captured approx:.mately 300 prisoners in houses during the day..
The commander and entlre staff of the battalmn which bad been
def endlng VERZE&\TI&JSEI\T was. captured in one of the last houses in -
the *town. By 1700 Co F had. cleaned out all the puildings in
' MERZ ENHAUSEN,
While Co T was fighting its way from one house to another,
Co E;was having a hard fight in the back yards ;3f the houses on
the south side of the main étreet. In these yards the en.e\myy had
'd.ug a large nuﬁber of overhead bunkers connected by co_rﬁm‘aniéation
trenches, To aésist Co E, two tank dést‘;royer's and two M-U'lg
were assigned, the mission of moving abreast of the infantry in
the open field south of the town. The two w-lg wete soon dis-
abled by mines, Two more were brought up, but one of these was
i:romp’cly Imocked out by .bazoo.ka fire, Co E wé,s given. no fuf%her
tank sﬁ;;port, and the t'wo.tank destroyers were too far to the
. south to be of much value. B
It tock nearly the entire afternoon to drive the stubborn
defenders back 200 ya:ds. Finally, vhen it was almost dark, the
company commander comiﬁted his sﬁpport platoor, ILt. Hafold
Holycross, the platﬁon'leacier, ‘determined to make an 0ld fashioned
infantry assault ' '“"iring almost constantly, the attackers ‘ewent
throubh the reralnms baclr’ yvards naklnb no effort to take covér

but only to move forward as qulc’cly as. nosuble. The men elther

vaulted over the fences or toosted each o’oher over them, | E‘nemy
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resistance collapsed in the face of this assault, The momentum

of the attack continued until it reached the creek on the far

side of the town at 1800, There Co E formed a defensive line for

the nizht, y
. - ! :

The attack on the left was made by the 1st 3n.119th Inf,

'Protected by very limited visibility, the battalion made rapid

progress éftér' crossing the line of departure', Companies B and
C cormprised the assault echelon; Co B was on the left with two
plato‘on's abreast., An antitank ditch south of'HILL 100,3 proved
to be ﬁnoccupi_ed,' but some men. were left there by Co C to secure
it._t.

| 'T‘h.e troops got within ‘L}OO vards of the objective, HiLL

100,3, before being discovered. The first hostile fire was re~

~ ceived by Co B, which was trying to advance up the cliff ‘at the

point t&here the railroad beﬁds northward, Smell arms fire from.
the trenches overlookirng the embankment soon became intense, and
the %ssau.lt was pinned down, Approximately 150 yards west of
this point, the othe;' aﬁéacking troops found an avenue of

approach in the form of a narrow northsouth draw,. Two platoons

- of Co C and one platoon of Co B moved .into the draw, passing

beneath the railroad overpass. - The third platoon of Co-C was
echeloned to the réar to protect the line of commnicatiods,.

A straight infantry attack was orgenized in the draw,

Artillery and mortar concentrations weré placed on the objective

as well as on the fire trenches to the east., The antillety
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forward observer arranged a rolllng barrage to precede the

1nfantry at a dlstanCe of 200 yards.

The three platoons in the draw advanced behind the
barrage. But it soon became aiaparent that the hostile small arns
fire had not been neutralized. ﬁlemy fire from the t‘renc‘he‘s
K00 yards to the east was cIeao.lv. Our ‘artillery was shifted to
these trenches, making possible an advance of apprommately 50
yards, hut at a cost of five killed and 15 wounded. The enemy
had dug in so well that the artillery fire_ had only a minor |
effects Col Herlong becane ‘convinced that an infantry a‘sseuit
without tanks woul-d._prove too costly. He ordered his men back
to the draw, | |

In the meantime, reconnaissance of the railrcad tracks
\

. that ran between the stream and the embankment revealed that tanks

‘could be routed along these tracks to -a point Y00 yards west of
the é‘.raw. At this point tlne .D‘rounc’,. in‘stead, of rising abru'otly, ’
sloped gently upwards, prov:xdmg an ideal avenue of approacn for
armor, Col Herlong promptly adv%sed'Col. Collier that he had
found a route over which tanks could gain the high g;'ound. Col,
COllleI‘ immedlately ordered Co G 66th AR, comménded by Capt - |

Joseph querts, to advance over ~thls route. The 1nfantrynen held

,their.eositions ‘during the hour and a half before Capt Roberts'

tan.«:s arrlved.
The rallroa.d bed proved more satisfactory than moet roads

as an avenue of appro&eh. As the tanks moved off it and up the
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hill, the soaked’conchtlon of -t;he grou.nd slowed them d.own some~
what, 3But none o+” the tanks bogged down, '

w.The 1nfa.ntrymen's splrits soared w1th the tanks! arrival,
They followed the tanks at a distance of 100 to 200 yards. The
effect on the enemy was marked, His fire «slacken-ed and soon

ceased, Forty Germans were ce:otured.- an equal number were killed

i
or wounded; and the balance managed to escame. The tank-infantry

agsault secured the objective (HILL 100 3) and the trenches to
th.e. east simultaneously. ~ The position was 1mmed1ate1y organlzed.
Qompany Al's positions on the right flank were occupied after dark
a.-né. were thoroughly tied in by 0200 28 November.

4t 2200 the 2nd“3n Last AIR, which had been held in
reserve throuzhout the day in '.ﬁ‘l‘il“‘IAI(II?)‘F’}%OV“"T was ordered for—,- '
ward to capture HILL 98.1 and to f£111 the gap between the 3rd Bn

l,Lls*t; AIR on the right and the 2nd. Bn 119th Inf in MERZENHAUSEN,

The attack was made by Cos D and F following an axis to the left
. b .

of the MERZINEAUSEN-KOSLAR road. They were assisted on their
right by Co G Ylst AIR.. The oogectlve was taken w1thou’c dlfflculty.

Company B )-tls‘b AIR moved up to £ill the ga.p between the 1st and

¥
o

‘2d Bns 119th Inf,

Counterattack Against Merzenhausen

. At 21__30 the enemy launched a tank-infantry attack from
the directionhof FLOSSDORF against the ﬁositions of the 2nd Bn
119th Inf in the v1cm1’cy of MERZEN‘L‘&USH\T. Most of the coun’cer-

att acking force was stopped 'by artlllery flre but two of the tanks
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and the inféntry on them crossed the railroad tracks and
afproached the nmine field laid.b? Co F 119th Inf. The bdazooka
tean covering the mine field hadlbeen reinforced by two tank
destroyers, a BAR man and a rifieman, About 10 t; 15 yards from

the mine field the tanks stoppéd and the accompanying infantry

attempted to clear the rmines. The tank destroyers requested that

flares be sent up to emable them to spot the tanks, and Co P's
mortar platoon'proceed;d.to comply. . The tank destroyers attempted .
fb'maneuyer info a satisfactory position to fire on'the ténks, but
actually never got off a round, Meanwhile, six infantfymen rad
worked into positionsgfrom which they could fire on the Gerﬁén
foot troops. Theéé men opened up on the Gerrmans, apparently

killing or wounding six or eight. The Americans continued their

fire for some time, despite the fact that the two German tanks

‘continuously returned the fire. The tanks were never able to

locatéithe exact positions of the Americans, aﬁd most of the fire
went into the dbuildings to the reéi-. S

In the darkness\thé eneny had consi&erable'sugcess‘in his
efforts to remve the mines. Tearing that he ould éventuélly
succeed, the defenders‘called fbr‘artillery supﬁort despite their
extreme proximity to the area to be fire§ on, Our fire had.the

desireq effect, and the eﬁemy gave up and retreéted to the noréh.

. 'Shoftly after_this couhterattack wé$‘repulsed, Co B

119th Inf repelled a patrol of 21 men who had crossed the dbridge

over the stream in Co E's sector. This patrol was part of a
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counterattacking force, and as Co B had not yet mined the
BARMEN~MERZENHAUS§N Road, its appearance caused alarm among the
men holding Co E's line, The counteréttack was supported by
heavy artillery,mortar and machine gun fire. Some of Cb E's men
retreated, but enough stuck to their positions to prevent the
entife counterattacking fo?ce from breakihg thrbugh, The patrol
which - did get ACTOSSs the ¢reek ran into heavy firef Five of the
;Germans reached the edge of town but there two of them were
captured,‘and one killed, while the others gbt away, - The two
prisoners taken by Co B said that the mission of the counter—
attacking force was to recapture their battalion commander ﬁhOJhad
been‘seized som@ hours before,

Col. Cox ordered that road blocks be established that
night at the cr99sroaﬁs halfway between MERZENHAUSEN and BARMEN,
Capt: Parkef sent Lt. Holycross forward to establish a road |
block, and by 0400 he reported tiat his mission had been accomp-
lished. In the early morniné hours'Co % also placed a road .
block on the FLOSSDORT road at its junction with the railroad,
'Thus by daylight of 28 Wov all avenues of appfoach to MERZEN-

HAUSEN‘from'the north and east were thoroughly blopked~5

CCAls. successes on the’27th destroyed the integrity of-

the findl Germen battle position in the Division zone, “The
capture of HILL 100,5 gave the Americans the critical terraiﬁ
which had beern a constant memace to their forces in MERZﬁNHKUSEN.

MERZTIHAUSEN itself, bitterly contested for six days, had been
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cleared of the enemy., With the capture of 1, 92,1 and the

ridge east of MFRZENHAUSEN by the 2nd and 3rd: 3ns 41 st AIR the
Americans stood on ground which dominated B.@‘;I{EI It was ﬁow
only a matter of moving forward to capture BARM‘Jl\T and sweeving the
shattered enemy remnants from the Division '-;one.

Col. Collier, foreseelng that the Gernans were on the
verge of collapse, nade a brief and s:l.mplé plan for the final

day-~the 28th, While the bulk of his forces held thelr present

- positions, the 2nd Bn Mlst AIR reinfo rced by Co H 66th AR .would

seizé BARMEN, On its right the 82nd ch,—‘an reinforced by a
vlatoon of tanks ancl-é plato‘on of tahk destroyers would cut the
BARDKJ%’\T~KOSLA:R Road anr‘ the ?ailroad running parallel to i\t. On\
"che left; he plannecl to employ a tank-infantry corpany i;ea,m to
‘protect the north ﬂank from counterat tack *“rom .UOSSDOR.F and to >
seize the high 'rrounc" northwest of BARMEN, (see Fig.. 13),

Exactly at noon on the 2_8th the three colums Jumped off,
AASch.)lonel Coliiér had anticipated, the enemy fo'ught‘ only a rea'r—;’,
guard action, ~ Thirty minutes aft.ér'qros sing the line ‘zof "depax'-ture, _
the leading elements gf thet' 2nd Bn Ulst AIR were entering BARMEN
and by 1500 the tﬁwn had been completely ~q1eare& of the enemy. The
'»821&(1 Ren Bn Amdvec‘ ~“orward wifh equal rapidi.ty, ouicklv cut tht‘a
JARJ/[E’.\T—[OSIAR Road and rallrcad, and contacted elements of the
29th Inf Div’ in KOSLAR. 'The reinforced company attacking on the

left received tank’f‘.ire fro_m the vicinity _of MOSSDOBF but gained

- its objective—the high ground northwest of BARMEN—Dy 1230,

1102



i . ~
p 3y late afternoon & firm line had been established i
along the front from FLOSSDORF (exclusive) through BARMEN to

KOSIAR (exclusive). Patrols pushed forward to the ROIR, clearing

‘the last of the enémy from the Divisibn,z@ﬁe. ‘ ‘ N

During the past seven days.the Division had narrowed

. .

its zone, regrouped its forces, and fought g‘bitter battle .

B




against a skillful and tena¢iouslenemv for MERZENHAUSIEN, Aftef'
six days of intense fighting it drove him from.this key,pqsition
and followed up ﬁbe victéry by capturing BARMEN and severing his
communications“west of the RCER. jhe battle had been fought‘in
heavy rain and éeeplmud by meniwho were soaking wet and operating
" under the'most'wretched pf cqnditions, made worse by constant
art1llery fire. |
' Now the battle was over, the ROXR had been reached, the

2nd Armpred Division ha@ agpomplished its mission,

.

v

- POOTNOT s FOR CHAPTER VI

: Nlnth Unlted States Arny, Operations IV, Offens1ve in
,Jovemoer, Uth Information and Historical Serv1¢e. 1) 181—236
pass1m. )

aAfter Action Report 2né Afmoreé Division, 27 Nov ki,
3 E Ci t, Finth Army, DD 236-239, pass1m.

i g
Ibid, p. 245, After Action Report, 2nd Armored
‘Division, 27 Nov W, states that the enemy was encircled on -
the hill, and that the entlre force, including a battzllon
conmander and h1s staff, surrendered at 1500,
5Ib1d P 239-2% passm.

C 6101&, Pe 2”8- After Action Report 2nd Armored D1v151on,
28—30 ¥ov WHE,
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CHAPTER VII .
SUMMARY AND LESSONS |

On 16 November 19ul tl_ie énd Armored Division attacked
toward the Rom River as part of the general- Allieci offensive
to close to the RHINE. The division pla.nned a boxer‘s one—two-
a left J&b northeast to GEREONSWEILER by CCB followed by CCAlg
rlght punch due east to BARMEN, COCB's left jab woulf. secure dom
inating ground at Gmmrswvn,m from which ’che 102nd Inf Div
could launch an attack on LII\Tl\'II(‘h and the crossings of the ROER.
CCA's rlg,ht punch woul@ protect XIX Corps! 1eft flank in 1ts main

-

effort against JULICH and ‘would also capture a division assem‘bly

~ area at BARMEN preparatory to following XIX Corps! 29th and 30th

Inf Divisions across the ROTR.
On the 2nd Armored Division's right, the 29th and 30th

Infantry Divisions were vnakmg XIX Corps! main attack to seize

JULICH and secure a brld chead across the ROXR, And on the’ left

the glith Inf DIV was engaged in the mjor operat:.on of. reducmg
GEILENKIRCHHN, Between ‘these two main efforts the 2nd Armored
Division rade & limited §bjéc£ive attack-~the objectives,
GERTONSWEILER and BARMHN, were within the enemy batile position
anc{ there was no inténtidn to_‘ continue beyoind ’c’heinA irmnedia.téiy,,
for the ROER Riv;er precluded such a possibility.

The division had formulated elaborate preparations and

/- ‘
“

“ plans to assault this strongly defended segment of the SI‘EGFRiED :

7
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LINE, Sand tables représenting th%a: zone of attack helped orient

everyone down %o the tank crews ag'to exactly what each individual
was e@ected to do, In addition, -:jéhe division éb'sorbea. double

its own rifle strength to bring up its tank-infantry fatio'.‘ This -
was necessary because t;he eneny held the terrain by .fb rtifying

the numerous towns and tuilt up’é;'f'eas in the zone.

After an air preparation, greater than the one at ST 10,
the 2nd- Armored Division attacked,in column of corﬁbat commands,
ofox:) leadingh with the mission of eapturing GIRFONSWEILER, TF 1
of CCB on the right was tank heavy in order to cross the open
grou.nd to its iﬁiﬁial objectives of iOVEQICH and PUFFEIDORF,
while TF X consisted of infantry supported by tanks to seize
aﬁd clear the village of IMMENDORF. In thé'center TF 2, a
balanced force drove at LOVIRICH and APWEILER, The tanks of ™ 1
disregarded the mine fields to dash onto their objectives. Més‘b
‘of the tanks knocked out by m;txies were repaired and returned with-
in 24 hours., TF 2's infantry folldne@. their' taﬁks at 200 yards
to avoid artillery fire directed at the tanks, After carefully
passing through tfxe front line riflemen's fox holes, the tanks'
encircled FLOVERICH while the infantry pushed s.;traigh’c. in,
"ca.p_turingi‘many prisoners, Meanwhile IMUENDORF £ ell to TF X,'
but APWEILER held out against TF 2 with a resistance that fore=

shadowed the dogged defense which the enemy was to continue to

employ back to the ROXR.




v

The following day, 17 Nov, the 9th Panzer Division cownber-,

at tacked from GEREONSWEILZR with 10th Pz Gren Regt at IMMERIYRF

1

and 11th Pz Gren Regt at PUFFINDORF., Despite the major US

attacks against GEILFNKIRCHEN on the north and JULICH on the
south, the German command hurled the 9th Pz Dlv, the bulk of its
armored reserve, against the gnd Armored DlVlsion forc1ng it to
the defensive for two dayo. CCA committed Force A to seize

EDEREN but it merely becanme involvéd in the counterattack on

CCB at PUFTZNDORF.

On the 18th COB occupied APWEILER and reorganized after’

the counterattack,  mne next day CCA sent Force B through
SETTSRICH to take FREIALDENHOVEN, whlch hovever held out until
the 20the On the 20th CCB'!s three task forces seized their

ob,jective (GEREONSWEILER) in a coordinated attack; and co_A!s

“Force A and Force B moved into EHHREN and PREIALDVWHOVEN re—

gpectively, The following day, the- 2l sty 03B completed its
mission by securing the hill north of GERZ ONSWEILER dominating
LINNIGH on the ROER River, It remained only:for COB to hold
the ground until the 24th when XITI Corps would take over the
sector and pass the 102nd Inf Div throughs.

Res;stance to CCA at MERZENHAVSEN was especially bitter,
Force B reached the outskirts of the town 22 Wov, but not untll
the 27th was it able to launch the final blow of the canpalgn and |

capture NERZENH&JSEN. By nightfall the town and -its satellite
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high ground overlooking BARMEN had fallen %o CCA, On the next

day, the 28th, CCA took BARMEN cutting the enemy's last commun—

jcations west of the ROIR.
In thirteen days the division had rede a successful
limited obhjective attack from a line of departure near BEGGEN-

DORF and had penetrated seven miles through a heavily fortified

:1

zone to reach the ROIR near BAﬁIEN. This entire advance was made
- under adverse conditions of terrain and weather. Despite cold,
" wet weather, fire~swept; muddy terrain and well orgenized enemy
- defenses the 2nd Armored Division took ité objectives and suc-

cessfully defended them against counterattacks,

t

This operation of the 2nd Armored Divisidn presents the

student with a number of valuable 1e'ssons:. Armored divisions of

' the ;future must expect to have severe limited o'bje'ctive' attacks
against fortified positions included in their missioﬁs' as well as

the more spectacu‘lar——andlighter'-'-éxploitation type of actions,

- In their training they mist not allow the more appealing role of
the exploitiryxglforcie‘a to obscu{'e\t‘he necessity to be prepared for
grim limited objective attac;lk_s‘ against ‘bhé eneny's main fortified
i:o sition, | Since -many of the iessons‘o_f.this operation are evident | B

. from the narrative; only the more inrporté,nt conclusiori-s_ are é.is—;
cussed. below,

' v'Pi'oba’ialy the outSténdingprinciple to be gleaned frdm/
this operation_. is that armor draws armor, Géneral d. Pz. Tr. o

Heinrich von Luettwitz, commander of the XLVII Panzer Corps,
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cagualties,

stated that upon the commitment of the 2nd Armored Division the

German Fifth'Army commander moved the 9th Panzer Division and

‘the 15th Panzer Grenadier Division, the bull; of his reserve armor,

. 1 : - )
to meet this thrust, lLater it was necessary to reinforce thenm

‘with elements of the 10th S§ Panzer Division. Yet on both flanks

of the 2nd Armored Division ma,j’of operations were in progress——
the 84th Infantry Division against GEILENKIRCHREY on the norfh and
the 29th Infantry Division against JULICH on the south. The
presence of -' the 2nd Ai‘mq_red .Division drew in:armor which'otherwise
could have been erployed against the 29th and 84th Divisions which

were making these main efforts, What would have happened if the

9th Panger. Division and the 15th Panzer Grenadier Division had

‘been thrown against these infantry divisions?

‘ An armored d.i\?igion can sucpessfuily attack a fortified
zone wifh economy of pe;'sonnel, although this type of offensive
does not fully exploit the cha‘ra‘ctefisfiés of ;che tank. ' The
decision to employ armor in such a.situé.tion n&ust be the result
of weighing fossible equipmerit losses ggainst expected pérsofm_ell

’

The organic .infantry-;tank ratio of an armored division

"is insufficient for an attack against a strongly fortified zone'

corparable to-the defenses confronting -the 2nd Armored Division
during this ‘ope'rat'ibn. " The ratio was one 'i-nfar‘xtry regiment to

/

two tank regiments, Iecause this was too small, the Corps
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commander éttached acditional infantry to the division, increasing
the baiance to the equivalent of three infantry regi.ments -t‘o two tank
regiments., In effect, this tripl;éd the dix;iéion‘s infantry strength.
Zven witﬁ the additional ir_xfantry, 'elegnents of the 82nd Reconnaiss-

ance 3attalion fought in the iiné ag riflemen before the OPeIfation

was completed. Actuaily, CCA used infantry suppérted by tanks in

its attacks on MYRZENFAUSTN and BARWWN, The present trand in armor-

ed division erganization points to a more balanced. ratio,

~ 4rmored divisions are capa'bla of absorblng -2 large number

- of atfached unlts, employing tnem tactically wrth success and sup—

porting. them logistically mthout ‘unédue difficulty. For this act«-

ion 2nd Armored Pivision had the ‘B06th Infantry Regiment of the

102nd Infantry Div:.sion two ‘aa*tallons of the 119th Infantry Regi~

ment of the 30th Infantry Drvision the 70211@ Tank: Destroyer Ba,ttal-

fon, Squadren B, F:Lfe anc't rorefar Yeomanry (Br), the 195th AAL Bat-

-y

.talmn ané five artlll ory battalions attachzd " These. attachments: -

c‘.oubled the. size of the division and. show the ﬂexibility* of'a’n'

: amored drvus:mn in ancor‘o:.ng and ertploy:mg thesc units. The
_demonstrated abillty of the staff to administer and semce such

~1argo scale“attachmonts is osp@cially noteworthy,

' The effectiv'eness of combinod. arms toams cIa-oends an
organizmg them w1th Guo considpration to the compositmn and .dis-. :

position of enemy d.efenSes. To accomplish hig mission’ effe,ct‘xve—- :

ly;,a commander' mus+t cargfﬁlly“analyze the terrain te employ thg

’
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proper type t'eam on the ground. Gene‘ral.Whilte demonstrated the
flexibility which can be obtained by the proper orgaanzatmn of:
tank—~infantry teams based upon the mission and terraln. Task
Force 1, Colonel D:Lsney's ‘tan heavy team, v;as employed. across
open ground which afforded maneuver room for tanks., This team |,
auickly accomphsheé 1ts mlssmn (LOVERICF) W1th very few person—
nel casualties. Had the assault heen made by 1nfantry or by an
1nfar\try heavy team no doubt the casualties would have ‘)een high,
Task :Force X, on the north, ‘demonstrated how an 1nfantry heavy
tear‘n can successfully attacic a built-up area., General White
judiciéusly organized anc'L‘ erﬂployed his combat command so as to

sustain the mmmum number of casualtles in both tanks and

. 1nfantry, and yet accomphsh his mission in the shortest poss1b1ef

time,

The squéctecl ﬁ)reser}ce of mine fields must not deter

tanks from advancing., Taking counsel of one's fear is fatlal to

success, Many tanks were élsabled,,but enough got through 40

insure victorv. Thls was especially’ true of COB's tank assaults .

on LOVERICH, FLOVIRICH, and PUFFENDORF where mine fields protected

all avenues -of approach for armor; - The tanks quiékly‘pushed through

the mines and, 'although they suffered some casualties', Céptured

the 'assigned' ohjectives. Most tanks vhich were »lown up by mines

had ‘sustained only track and suspénsion d‘am_age“, which could dbe

s s, \
easily repaired. -
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’_‘Tﬁb Bsffoctiveness of artillery fire in separating dis=\
mownted infantry from their tanks poses alfroblem in the erﬁpioyh
ment of ténkéinfantry teams, The 2nd Armored D1v1s1on met this
problem with successful results by having the riflemen follow
the tanks at about 200 yards. On the other hand, time and agaln.
the Gérnan infagtry was destroyed by shells dlrected at thelr
tenks, and ﬁhe tanks then knocked out by closé range AT weapéns
or by mines whidh tﬁe infantry should have gapped for them, In-
fantry working with tanks must be in‘positioh to assiéf.fhe tanks
at the c¢rucial mément. Therefore iﬁ is vital to make pravision
for the infantry to be in the right spot ét the right time, -

Flame throwing taﬁks spread panic among the enémy.'
General von Luettw1tz stated, "The Amerlcan flame throwing tanks—-—
used in this battle for the first t1me~—had a strong effect on
the morale of our troops, " e A# MERZENFAUSEN on 22 November, the
enem&, terrified by the Fife and Forfar Yeomanry flame throwers,
displayéd white flags.. Their démoralizatidn and the flags both
disappeared when they saw the last flamers knocked out. |

Piecemeal commitment of armr in a counEérattéck in-
vites disasfer; The Germans learned this Porcefully when the

9th Panzer D1v1slon made 31multaneous counterattacks on: PUFFEN%

DORE and IMMENDOR*.' Each<thrust was made by a Panzer Grenadier

)

'Regimenté Since the direction of the two attacks made mutual
support impossible, both efforts were badly mauled, Had the

division been used in mss against either IMMENDORF or PUFFEFDORF

the story might have been different, b

!
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The reconnaissance hattalion must bg:versatile. The
’iﬁifial mission for the &2nd Reconnaissance;%attalion of the 2nd
srmored Divisibn'was to"establish contact wi;h 29th Division
and/or.close-possiﬁle gaps between cormbat céﬁmanés énd/or pass
through 7¢3 and reconnoiter northeast and/qé attach one recoh-

e

" (See Anpendix VI for

naissance company to each combat comrand."

i

FO.BM). By the time the operation was ovegéthe unit was fighting
in the line as infantfy, )

In such 2 study as this it is easy to losé sight of the
ahsolutely vital part played by those outstanding individuals on’
whose £eroism such a battle depends. The actions of these men
are frequently unrecognized, aithough we have mentioned Lt. Lee's
preventing vanic when his tanks withdrew and Lt, Crane rallying
his gompany'before'G’%RfOVSWWIL?’?f Tt is hy the agressivenecss of
such individuals and others like them, unknown fqrever, that a
unit inches forward., Of all the lessons %o be learned from such

A study as this, it is universally true that no force regardless

of size can win battles without such heroes.

TOATIOMTS FOR AFAPMTD V1T

P .

1Statompnt, nen, @. ™z, Tr, Feinrich Freiherr von
Tuettwitz, éomdr., VIVII ®z Corps in the Rhineland, Allendorf,
11 tune 47, (Translated hy Ahristensen), pp» 3~H.

21nid, p. 36.
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APPENDIX I-0
"Hmmommmms"

ORGANIZATION AWD COMBAT ACTION TO THE WEST WALL

" The 2nd Armored Divisibn, one of the two original Armored
Divisions in the United States Arﬁy, was organized on July 15, 1940
at FORT BENNING, GEDRGIA. Its tank units traced their ancestry back
to the tank battalions of thé AEF in W§r1d War I, In the years'of
peage that followed the& took part’in the evolution of American
tank organization, 4g the 66th Ihfantry;(Light Tanks) aﬁd the
_67th Infantry (Médiﬁm'fanks) they were part of a Provisional Tank
Brigade in 1939. . E : | ‘

When the 2nd Armored Division was activated.these regiments
were redesignated as Armored,Regiments and combined'with the 68th
Armored Régiment (Light) formed the 2nd Armored Brigade or Division
Assault Echeion upder the command of Genera; (then Brigadier General)
Georgels. Patton, Jr.v |

V':ea by‘General Patton the division became the first to
participate in iarge scale army maneuvers during 1941 in TENNESSEE,
~LOUISIAW and in the CAROLINAS, During these maneuvers General
Patton's armored doctrine of "Grab 'em by the nose and kick 'em in
the pants" paid off in’spectécular end runs and powerful tank
attacks Wwhich earned the 2nd Armored Division.its nickname——"Hell
on Wheels", 4 namé whiéh becéme a reality in battle only one year
later-—known and feared'by,thp enemy from AFRICA to'BERLIN; |

: . o

T

Organization and Composition

In Januéry 1942, based on world trends in armored action,
it was decided to néoﬁganize the division inﬁo.fwglcombat commands,
under control of the Division Commander, but cgfable of operating
independentlji-~The.Arm§red”Regiﬁents'of.thé:Striking'ﬁchelon were
reduced to two—=the 66th and the 6Tth. These: consisted of a Regi~

mental Headquarters and a Headquarters Company, a Reconnaissance

Company, a Maintenance Company, a Service Company and three tank




battalions (see Fig. 1, p. 15). The first of these was a light

battalion, while the second and third were medijum., FTach battalion
had a headquarters and a headquar’ceré .compaﬁy and. three tank
' companies of 17 tanks each divided into three platoons of five tanks
each, 'In the battalion headquarters company wtere also a recon— |
naissance platoon, mortar platoon and assault gun platoon.
The other element of thé striking force, the 4lst Armored
Infantry Regimeﬁt, was also reorganized but to a lesser extent.
- It consisted of a regimentai headquarters and a headquarters company,
2 service company and three armored infaﬁtry vattalions (see Fig, 1,
p. 15). Hach battalion had a headquarters company similar to those
of ’che- tank battalions and three rifle companies of thre;e platoons
each carried in half~tracks, | o |
In the 2nd Armored Divisionkrt’illery, the main stay of the
Support Zchelon a regiment——the 1l4th, and' a battalion--the -78th,
' were reorganized into three identical 105mm Howtizer battalions
(Self Propelled)k of thre:é fﬁriﬁg batteries of six guns eac;m. under
Division Artillery Headquarters. (See Appendix I-B.) |
Minor changes to’ok‘ place in the elements of tﬁe‘ Service
Echelon‘cbinposed;' of the Supply, Maintenance and Medical Bat‘t';alions.
With this organization the 2nd Armored Division partici—
pated in its first combat action in the African Landings in MOROCCO
during November 1942 and the conque.s'o of SICILY. in July‘19)-&3.
Initially the ist and 3rd Armored Division; WeI“é similarly orgaﬁized
as Heavy Armored D.i-visions.. " The First engaged the enemy in
Aﬁ‘RICA and ITALY but was reorganized into a Light division in July
19)@4 .w‘hiJ_,e the Th;;d fought across FRANCE aiqd GERMANY as a Heavy
divisioﬁ. ‘A1l other Americen Armored Divisions were of the Light
‘,___“. . type composed of separate battalions instead of regimeﬁts..
‘In relative ta;nk strength the Heavy division had six
light tank companies and twelve me'é.ium tank companies organized

into two light and four medium battalions as compared to three light
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tank companiés and nine meditm tank compenies in the three standa?d
tank vattalions of the Light Division. This gasre the heavier arm-
“ored é.ix;ision thirty—threé percent more tanks. |

' Oﬁher‘ aé'lvantages of the Heavy é.rmore'dj division were the
greater staff strength and concentrated logi.séical support given
by the régimental orgahization. Fach regimén’c had a regimeﬁtal
- staff a,vailéble for operations, while the maintenance company
provided greater repair facilities and the service company more
logistical supppr’o than thé similar platoons in the separate tank
battalions of the light diviéions. |

During the intl;ensive tré.iﬁing in INGLAND, which followed

the 2nd Armored Division's transfer from the Meditérra.nean- to the
European Theater of Operafions, _further changes in the composition
but not the organization of the Division took place. It was de-
cided to follow a "middle of the road" policy with the idea of
strengthening the composition of armored tasic forces. The Regi~
mental brganizations were retained but tank battalions were con—~
stituted of one light tank company and Wo medium bank companies,
This was accoAr:nplishe'd by the light battalions releasing two of
their companies and receiving two medium companies in return, The
medium battalioﬁs each ’craded oné of their compan,ies' for a light
ta:nk company, g'fhis produced better balanced tank battalions dut’
' caused ha%rdc in the. identificé.‘cion of the individual companies.
Fo;‘, 1n reconstitu’ciﬁg the battalions, fhe 1ett'ering of the com-
péni'es was not' changed but qompanie.s were yhysically _transferred
between 'dattaiions in accordance with the wi s11és of the regimental
and batpali'.on cbmman_c‘tgr_s; As’an example, Company B, in the 67th
Armored Regiment, became the light tank company of the Second
Battalion while in ‘the 66th Armored Régiment, Company B wa;s" the
light company of th‘e Third Battalion. Similar confusion of des-

ignation exiéted among the medium tank companies with Company H
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being in the First Battalion of the 67th and Company F being in

"the First Battalion of the 66th Armored Regiment.

Aléhough the reconstituted tank battalions were each short

‘.‘ _ one medium tazk ;:ompany_, ‘they represénted_ six battalions complete

with staff and headquarters company in comparison to only three tank

battalions in the 1lighter divisions. This allowed the formation of

a greater number of armored task forces——~packing more armored

power in the punch of the heavier divisiohsmenabling them to

continue in sustained attack for longer periods of time, Figure 1,

page 15, shows a detailed graphic representation of the companies -

composing the batgﬁalions of both armored regiments and the armored

infantry regiment.,

In 'Ac’cioh—---Avfrica to Germany

The "Hell on Vheels" Armored Division received its baptism

' - of fire during the Allied Invasion of FRECH NORTHWEST AFRICA, when

1t partlclpa.ted in amphibious landmgs, S'brlkln?‘ at three po:mts

~along the coast of MOROGCO on 8 November 1942,

Armored Battalion'Landing teams, specially co‘nstituted

., task forces composed of two light taniz companies, an Armored ]

Infantry company and an Armored Field Artiile‘ry battery, supported

the assaulting Infantry at each of the three invasion sites——

PORT LYAUTEY, FEDELA (north of CASABIANCA) and SAFI.

The landing force at SAFI was commanded by Wajor General

Ernest 1, Harmon, GG of the Second Armored D1v1s1on, and was

supported by CCB .the floatlng reserve of the Western Task Force.

In the months that followed,the Division was joined by

the remainder of its elements in the CORK Forest near RABAT with

‘ the mlssmn of holding MORO“CO agalnst a lTa.zl threat through SPAIN.

'Durlng this tlme hundreds of officers, men and vehicles were sent

to TUNISIA as replacements for the units fighting there,




During July 1943 the 2nd Armored Division took part‘ in
the rapid cbnques’c of SICILY by General Patton's .éeventh United
Sta es A.rmV. Bdth combat commands'weré employed 1n support of
(0 assaulting Infantry glements, CCA was attached to the 3rd Infantry
DivisionA at LICATA while OCB landed with the 1st}k Infantry Di;risi.on
at GELA, Later both combat commands of the Division joined at
AGRIGENTO in a lightnmg dash to cut the island in two and seize
the.port of PALERMO in a pincer by a double. envelopment. During
I\Tbvember the Di%rision was transferred to ENGLAND where an intensive
training program preparafory to the invasion of "Fortress Europe"
was undertazen.
_ The flrs’c "Hell-on~Wheels" elements landed in FMNCE—on
& June 1944 (D#R) over OMANA Beach and were immediately committed
in support of the 29th Infantry Division. On 12 June CCA was '
" ordered to CARENTAY to the relief of the 1015t Airborne Division.
' These twé u:;its then launched a éom‘bined 'at.tack a‘gains.t‘the enefny ,
to enlarge the beach head. July 26 was the start of .the famous
ST, 'LO'Brea‘kthrough which spilled American armored might across
“ the plains of northern TRANCE, Starting at AGAF..\T_ISY CCA pushed
b‘southwest to TESSY-SUR-VIRE while CCB reached CEBEL"?GES._ Ferrocious
'flghting and terrible dev&stgtlon marked these advances, .
On 2}Au;gus’5.CCB led an ez;d. run southward through BRECEY
“and s1. HILA/IRE turﬁing castward througii LE TEILLAVL into BARENTON
whlle CCA smasned soutaeast from VIRE to C—ER to close the vice—-l_ke
-Jaws of this double envel 0pment on the enemy, The weeklong

battle that raged hel-ped smash the German drive on AVRANCHES

and in the destruction of the fleeing Seventh and Pifteenth Armies
- headmn east toward the FALAISE GAP.
".@ e s Contlmnng in pursult of the retre'a.tlpg Nazi Legions the

Division crossed the SEINE on 28-29 August and then swept with six
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colums abreast northeast to BELGUIM. Second Armored units were
the first Allied troops to cross the Belgian borﬁer-by advancing
60 miles in 36 hours.

-

The pursuit slowed down for several da§s along the ALBERT

Canal by a violent defense put up by the Germans. OCB cleaned

out enemy forces east of the MEUSE River and the_soujhern tip of
HOLLAND, CCA attacked northeast through MAASTRICHT and liberated
many Dutch towns,

| The onslaught of the "Hell-on~Wheels" division finally

halted on German soil by order of higher headquarters on 20

September near GEILENKIRCHEN, Preparations for the assault of
the SIEGFRfED line continued during the remainder of September..
The attack started by CCB armor pouring across the WIURM River on
3 October followed two days later by the commitment of CG&; A
slow systematic reduction of the pill voxes and fortifications
créatéd a penetration in Hitler's.impregnable "Wesf Wall", On

6 Octobgr the 3rd.Batta1i5n, 67th'$rmored Regiment conducted one
of the mos§ spectacular tank operations of the entire war vhile
attacking WAURICHEN from UBACH, After several,futile assaulfs by

its slow moving medium tenks the battalion launched its swift:

" but thin-skinned 1ight tanks which penetrated the enemy defenses

and whosé successes were capitalized by the medium tanks.
During.the ensuing six weeks the Division held its de—

fensive sector east Qf'the WURM River. While this area was

.comparatively quiet the personnel of the units were busy behind

their Iines planning and rechearsing the tactics to breach the

German fortified belt,
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APPENDIX I-D

COMPOSITION AND DATLY DISPOSITIONS OF MAJOR UNITS

16 November 1G4k :

24 Armd Div (CG: Maj Gen E. N, Harmon), Adv Cp+ PALEEJBW-ZG (R854600)
‘ : : GERMANY*
Main CP: Vic WAUBACH (K811585)

Combat Command & (CG: Col J. H. Collier),

Force A (CO: Col Ira P, Swift)
66th AR (~) reinf ’
66th AR (less 1lst & 3d Bns, Ren, Sv and Maint Cos)
24 Bn 41st AIR
I Plat Co A 17th Engr Bn
~ Co A 7024 T 3n (SP)(less 1 plat)

Force B (CO: Col Sydney R. Hlnds)

1l»lst AIR (~ ) Peinf :
"Hq & Hq Co, Ylst AIR
1st Bn 66th AR
24 Bn 119th Inf
2 Plats Co C 7024 TD Bn (SP)

+ Co D 17th Armd Engr Bn & ' '
2 Trps, Sq B 1st F&F Yeomanry (Br.) : ,

'CCA Control
Hq CCA
34 Bn 406th Inf
Ren Co 66th AR
Artillery:
14th Armd FA Bn
65th Armd FA Bn
Btry D 195th AAA AW Bn (SP)
Co A 17th Armd Engr Bn (less 2 Plats)
Co C 7024 TD'Bn (SP) (less 2 Plats)
Ma.:mt Co 66th AR
Co A L4g8th Armd Med Bn

CCA held Div front from WAURICHEN (excl) to BEGGENDORF employ-
ing 3d Bn 406th Inf until the assault forces of CCB passed through
the line,

Combat Command B (C6: ' Brig Gen I.D, Wnite). CP: PALEBIRG (855599)

T/F 1 (C0: Col Paul A, Disney)
Hq 67th AR :
»67th AR (less 3d Bn, Co H, Ren and Maint Cos)
33 Bn U1st AIR (w/3 flamethrower crews, Co B 17th Armd Engr
‘ Bn atchd)
Co B 17th Armd Engr Bn (less 1 plat)
1 Plat Co B.7024.TD Bn (SP) (dlrect support)
1 IP'“T team

S T/F1 crossed line of departure along east edge of BEGGENDORF at 1100A;

captured LOVERICH by 13354; captured PUFFENDORF about 15304; reached
high ground north of PUFFENDORF (vic K930615) and consolidated by
17004, .Fwd and rear CPs 67th AR moved to BEGGENDORF..

. xii

*A11 locations are in GERMANY unless otherwise stated.
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T/F 2 (C0: Lt Col Harry L. Hillyard)
3¢ Bn 67th AR (less 1 med tank co)
1st Bn 41st AIR (w/3 flamethrower crews, Co C 17th Armd
. Engr Bn atched)
vlat Co B 702¢ .TD Bn (SP) (di c’c support
ir plat Co D 171:}1 Armd E(n )r( e ppor)

T/F 2 attacked at 1245A, reached woods on west edge. of FLOVERICH

- at 13004, and cleared FIOVERICH by 14354; pivoted northeast towards

its second objective, across- the IMVENDORF~PUFFENDORF highway:
reached positions about 1000 yds beyond FLOVERICH at 153CA, where
leading elements were halted just northeast of highway by heavy AT
fire from vic of APWEILIR; positions consolidated.

T/F X (CO: Lt Col James C. Reeves)
24 Bn-H406th Inf
Co H 67th AR .
1 plat Co C 17th Armd Fngr Bn
1 plat Co B 7024 TD Bn (SP) (dlrect support)

e wp _}4_

T/F X attacked 2t 12454 From vic of | AURIG:IE\T; captured IMMENDORT

. at 13504,

824 Ren 3n (00: Lt Gol Wheolor G.MERKIAM,} CP: BRUNSSUM, HOLLAMD,

824 Ren Bn (-): BRUNSSUM, TQLLAMD,
Co A FEETBLuRHWDE, -HOLLAMD,

Co B: HEERLERHEIDE, HNCLIAYND,

Co C: RUMPEN, HOLLAND,

17 November '19_ML'

b 11

24 Armd Div
Adv CP moved to SE of UBACH: Main CP moved to PAL"FMBT}'RC-.

Force A, CCA

~ Moved from west of BIGGENDORT via BEGGENDORF and LOVERICH to
PUFFENDORF; attacked at 11004 in direction of EDER®Y; unadle to
advance; consohéaued its posltlon on the south and southeast edge
of PUFFENDORF, :

T/F 1, CCB

Attacked at 080RA towards GMZDT\TSW“‘ILEE“eneW counterattacked
and drove TJT 1 from high ground north of PUFFENDORF to positions
along south edge of PUFFINDORF at 0908A, Defense of PUFFEIDORF
organized in conjunction with “‘orce A; CCA, on the right (southeas‘b
and south). »

'7/F 2, CCB

Yo substant ial change in po-éi tions.

F/F X CCB (Co Col Bernard F. Hurless)

- IMMENDORF, 1st and 3d an 406th Inf and Co B 327th Engr C Bn
attached to T/F X, Col. Bernard F. .Hurless (CO, 406th Inf) assumed
conmand, S ' . .




l ' 18 Noverber 1944
4 _

Force B, CCA moved to fwd assembly ares SW of BEGGENDORF.

' T/F 1, CCB

| Supported attack by T/F X, CCB and T/F 2, CCB, on APYEILIR
commencing at 1400A, Left flank moved up with the attack of T/F
2 to maintain contact about KOO yde.northeasi cf FUFFINDORF, AP~
WRILFR was sectircd-at 18254 and tositions were consolidated.

7/F 2, 0CB

T/F 2 supnortee attack by T/F X on APYEILTR; moved up on right
and contacted T/F‘ X tving in'with T/F 1. A complete line was
organized from 500 yards north of IMMENDORF to APWEILTYR'to PUFFIN-

DOR?

n/F X, 03
Attacked at 1UOOA and. caotured APYWREILTR at 15154 organized

peri rneter defense.

19 Noverber 1944

Force A, CO4

.A Attacked southeast from PUFFIDORF at 15004; pushed forward
800 yards; consolidated at antitank ditch southeast of PUFFENDORF,
contacting Force B, CCA, across diteh.

Force 3, CCB

LTTIEREI e oo

Moved from fwd assembly area southwest of BEGGENDREF at 10304,
‘reached objective 13 between antitank ditch and DURSOSLAR-PUFFINDORT
Road and consolidated anrxﬂ. 000 yards west of FREIALDENHOVIN,

contacting Force 4, CCA at the railroad crossing on left, and with
115th Inf, 29th Inf Div on right at K955587.

e S0l

7/F 1, CCB

Contact point between 7/F 1, CCB, and left flank of Torce 4,
cca, esta‘bllmed at DUFF"TTDOPF. ‘

T/F 2, 0CR

No change in positions. Oo G, 66th Armd Rezt was detached from -
CCR and attached to COCB, and placed under control of T/F 2,

T/F X, OCB

" APYEILER. Patrolled during night to vicinity of GERZONSWEILER.
Two troops, Sq B 1st Fife.and Forfar Yeomamry (Br) attached to T/F X,

’ .
‘ o g2a chan_

gaa- ch Bn (~Co B and Co C) moved from BRUNSSUM, Holland to
v101n1ty of UBACH.
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20 November 1944

Fo‘rce A, CCA

Attacked north and northeast at 1000A; capuured FDEREN at
17304, consolidated and established contact with CCB on left in
vicinity of K9u8625. ’

-Force B, CCA

Reinforced by Co I, 66AR (detached from Force 4, CCA)

Attacked at 10004, advancing east to a north-south line through
FRETALDENHOVIN and the high ground southeast thereof, consolidated
by 1700A contacting 3d Bn 116th Inf, 29th Div, vicinity of UNGER-
SHAUSIN.

T/F 1, CCB

A’ctacx«:ed at 1100A as right prong of three-pronged attack by
0CB, captured Hill 102.6 at 11304, between PUFFENDORF and GEREONS-
WEILER (Force 4, CCA, attacked on right, and T/F 2 and T/F X,

CCB attacked on left of T/F 1); continued attack and entered south—
east edge of GERMONSWEILER at 12004 as elements of T/F 2 entered

" from the west; secured GEREONSWEILER by 140%4; and secured high

ground -1000 yds southeast of ‘cown by 15OOA Dispositions for
nlght were as follows:

. Left Force, T/F 1, held line between y9u5635 and K9u6632.,
Contact with T/F 2, CCB, on left,

nght Force, T/F 1, ‘held line between K9M6632 and K91+5625

Contact with Force A, CCA on right.

T/P 1 Reserve at east edge of GEREONSWEILER,
"Holding Force, T/F 1, on Eill 102.6.
T/F 2, CCB |

T/F 2 was m ddTe prong of three pronged attack launched by
CCB at 11004 on GERIONSWEILIR; T/F X on left; T/F 1 on right. T/F

‘2 and T/F 1 begen moving through Gmnswmnm at 12004; and com-

pleted occupation of town at 14054, Elements of T/F 2 continued
to advance northeast and established a road dlock 70O yards from
the town on the main GWREONS“TEILE—LINWICH Road.

T/F \: coB

o

: Attacked as left prong of C0B, with T/F 1 and T/F A, ccs
secured GEREONSWEILER at 14054,

T/F G, CCB (CO: Major C‘qarles J. Glrard)
: Orgamzed. by 61rect10n of C&, 24 Armd Div, and placed under
control of CCB; consisted of Ren Co 67th AR, Co A 82d Ren Bn; and

plats of engineers and tank destroyers; occupied line IWEEINDO%
APYWEILER, maintamlng contact with SLH;h Inf Div on lefts

e Ll o o . ; o P p—— A
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20 Moverber 1944 (Cont'd)

824 Ren 3n

Co 4.attached to CCB Force G, acting dismounted filled gap
between IMMEINDORF and APWEILER in conjunction with Ren Co, 67th AR,

Co B noved from HENRLERNTIDE, FALLAND to UBACE; later to

SETTFRICH; attached to Force B, CCA,

Co C moved from 3RUNSSUM, WOLLAND to southeast of UBACH,
placed in Division Reserve.

21 November 194l

Force A, CCA

Attacked at 0900A, occupled high ground east of EDEREY (Eill
97.6) and as of 20004 held o line from XK947625-TDERM™Hill 97.6
K966615 contacted CCB on left, Force B, GCA on right.

Force B, CCA

23 Bn 119th Inf (-), one platoon Co I 66th 4R and one troop,
F&F Yeomanry attacked at 09004 and secured high ground south and
west of MERZENHAUSEN, establishing contact with Force A, CC4, on
left, 1lst Bn 66th AR one compony of 24 Bn 119th Inf and one.
platoon Co 07 702d T/D Bn attacked east from position south of
FREIALDENHOVIN ‘2t 11004, reached objective between FRAUNRATH and
MERZENHAUSEN. (See 8.3 Ren 3n below. ) . S

T/F 1, 003

1st Bn Ylst AIR relieved from T/F 2, CCB and attached to T/F
1 at 07008, T/F 1 took over T/F 2 sector (K9U5635 to K9L3638),
T/F 1 sector now rer from K9U3638 thru X9U5635 to KIH5625; contact
with T/F X, CC3 on left 8nd with Force 4, CCA on right. Ajtacked
at 11004 and captured high ground about 600-~700 yards east of
GERFONSWIILIR by 14004, The line now ran from KOUG6US thru KYUT635
to K9U5625, held by ist Bu List AIR (supported by 2d 3an 67th drmd
Regt) and 3d Bn Ylst LIR (supported dy T/D Plat) with lst Ba 67th
AR in reserve at south edge of GIRFONSWEILER. Contacted CCA on
right., H Co rejoined,

T/F 2, ¢C

Contact with 1st Bn 405tha Inf, &4th Div on left,
T/F X, GCB |

Attacked at 10004, objective high ground one mile north of
GEREONSWEILER at K928654; occupied objective at 13708, Repulsed
enemy counterattack at 17U5A vicinity K93)465‘S‘,, reinforced by 34
Bn 67th 4R and. one platoon, 7024 TD 3n, from “/E 2,
T/F @, GCB o

Patrolled from IMMINDORF to GERBONSWEILEE.

€2d Ren 3Bn

1st Platoon, Co B, attached. to Force B, 0C4, outposted g&p be-
tween 119th Inf and 116th Inf at 983596,
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Force 4, CCA

22 November 194l

.Fo;‘qe A, CCA

~ Co I, 66th AR reverted to Force B, CCA, Maintained defensive
line east of ZDERIN, CCB on left and Force B, CCA on right.

Force 3, CCA

Attacked MERZENHAUSEN at 0900A; reached town at 16104,
During night of 22~23 Nov the enemy counterattacked and drove ele—
ments of Force 3 to the southwest edge of MIRZINHAUSIN, Contact
with Force 4, CCA on left.
T/F 1, ¢C3

1st Bn Y1st AIR attached from T/F 2.
T/F 2, 6CB

3d 3n 67th Armd Regt and piatoon of TD's detached from T/F
2 and attached to T/F X, CC3., 1lst Bn 41st AIR detached from T/F
2 and attached to T/F.1, : : : -
T/F X, CCB

3d Bn 67th Arrd Regt and platoon of TD's attached from T/F -
2. 1st and 3d Bns 335th Inf relieved lst and 3d Bns YO6th Inf.

3d Bn 106th Inf moved to vicinity ZDEREN preparatory to relieving
24 Bn 41st AIR of Force' 4, COCA. 1st Bn UO6th Inf prepared to

.relieve lst and 3@ 3ns Y1st AIR of T/F 1, CC3,

T/F G, 0CB
Disbanépd. E
824 Ren 3o

Co & relieved from attachment to CCB, and moved from IMVMENDORF
to ALSDORF, Co 3 (1st and 2d Plats) outposted gap between 119th
Inf and 116th Inf. Co C moved from vicinity southeast of UBACH
to' vicinity north of ALSDORF, Co D moved from east of UBACH to
ALSDORF. .

23 November 19Uk

Co F Ulst AIR detached at 09004, Co C, 702d TD Bn (-2 plats)
detached.at 12004, 24 3n 66th Armd Regt, Co 4 7024 TD 3n (-1
plat) and Co 4 17th Zngr 3n (-1 plat) detached at 12004; attached
CCB, 3d 3n L06th Inf detached at 14004, Force A dissolved at 14O00A.

Force 3, CCA

Limited attack at 08004 to -clear. MEIRZENHAUSEN; cleared one—half
of town. Qo F, 41st AIR attached at 09004, Co C 70Rd TD 3n (-2
plats) attached at 12004, Force 3 redesignated Mlst AIR (~) Reinf
at 14004, Co C 82d Ren 3n attached Ylst AIR (-) at 17238, Co H

66th AR attached 41st AIR (=) at 20204,
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23 November 1944 (Cont'd)

T/F 1, CC3

T/F 1 relieved from sector control by 406th Inf () at 23424,
1st Bn 67th AR moved to assembly area vicinity OIDIWEILER at 16004
in sector support; 2nd 3n 67th AR, Co 3 17th Fngr Zn (-) and
platoon, Co B, 702d TD 3n remeined in support of 406th Inf (~).
33 Bn 67th AR reverted to 67th AR control from T/F X at 17004,
assembled ficinity OIDTWEILER, 1st and 24 3ns 41lst AIR relieved
from attachment to 67th Armd Regt, assembled at UBACE and ALSDORF,
respectively.

824 Ren 3n {-)

1st Platoon, Co 3, relieved by 3& Platoon, Co 3, on outpost.

24 November 1G4L

23 Armd Div

Div Z narrowed to include front line positions east of EDEREN
and FRETALDEWEOVEN from Hill 97.6 (exclusive) to MERZEVHAUSEN to
K995594 (west of KOSLAR), Control of former div sector north and
northwest of Hill 97.6 (inclusive) and in vicinity of GEREONSWEILER
turned over to 1024 Inf Div., 3Joundaries between 2@ Armd Div and
1024 Inf Div and hetween XIX Corps and XIII COorps were adjusted
accordingly., U406th RCT (771lst Tank 3n attached) reverted to 1024
Inf Div. 335th RCT (CO A €14th 7D 3n and UYOth Tk Bn attached)

- detached from 2d Armd Div and attached to 102d& Inf Div, Slight

ad justments were made in right boundary between 2d Armd Div and 29th
Inf Div, 834 Armd B 3n relieved from attachment to 2d Armd Div

and attached to XIII Corps at 18004, See T/F 1 changes below,

CCA now held the entire defensive line in 2d Armd Div sector, Div
CP moved to X898578, vicinity of BAISWEILZR. '

/71, 603

During morning Plat Co B 7024 TD 3n and Co 3 (~) 17th Pngr Bn
were withdrawn from the line and reélieved from-attachment to 67th
Armd Regt, 24& 3n 67th Armd Regt was relieved by T7lst Tank 3n
and was withdrawn at 1243A, At 12504 the 67th Armd Regt was.re-
leased from sector support. The final dispositions this -date of
the 67th Armd Regt, in the vicinity of OIDTWEILIR, follow:

v

0'9; mand Po s‘cs"

Regtl Hy and Hq Co- 909561
1st 3Bn K900553
2d Bn - X911561
3d Bn K907567
" Ren Co K913563
Maint Co ‘K912563
Service Co _ K912564

Uist ATR (~) Retn?

Occupied position vic MERZENHAUSEN, with following units: 824
Ren 3n (<Co D); Ren Co 66th AR; Co D, 17th Armd Engr 3n, Co E,
119th Inf and-one plat Co C, 7024 TD Bn.
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oL Novenber 19mt (Cont'd)

824 Ren 3n

Co C moved from vicinity ALDSIORF to FREIALDENHOVEN and was
attached to 1st 3n 66th Armd Regt., Part of company outposted line.

25 November 19Uk

Ulst ATR (=) Reinf )

1st 3n 119th Inf (30th Inf Div) attached to 23 Armd Div. and
further attached to CCA under control of Ylst AIR (-). Reinforced
and moved to vie FRETALDINDOVET,

‘824 Ren 3n

Co A moved from ALDSDORF to FREIALDINHOVEN, and into line
about 1000 yés northeast of FREIALDINHOVEN, 2d Plat Co C with two
sections of 3d Plat Co § outposted Hill 101 soutwest of MERZEN~
EAUSZN, 1st Platoon and two sections of 3d platoon in reserve

~ east of DURBOSLAR,

26 November 1944

Ulst AIR (=) Réinf

3d Bn 66th Armd Regt and elements 824 Ren Bn detached from
st AIR (~). 3a 3n Yist AIR roved to forward assembly area
vicinity FRAUENRATH at 22004, :

82d Ren Bn

. 1st Platoon, Co R, relieved 24 platoon at 1100, Yst and 3d
Platoons secured MERZINHAUSIN-KOSILAR Road as line of departure from
U1st AIR attack on hill just west of XOSLAR., Go C 1st and 3d
Platoons moved from Hill 101 and dug in along the MERZENHAUSTN-
KOSLAR highway between 119th Inf on left and Co 3 823 Ren 3n on
right, : ‘ ' o

27 November 1944

COA

CCA attacked in three columms fron vicinity MERZENHAUSEN at
O7154. 3& 3n 4lst AIR attacked on right; 2d 3n 119th Inf (Co T
66th AR atchd) in center; and 1st Bn 119th Inf on left. 1st 3n
119th Inf Regt with Co &' 66th AR (~) and one plat Co ¢ 7024 TD Bn
captured Hill 100,3 at 15004,  WMIRZENEAUSIN was cleared by 24 3n

‘119th Inf at 18004,

.CC3

Vicinity OIDTWEILIR.




27 Yovember 19H! (Cont'd)

g2d Ren 3n

Co 3 moved forward to line from K99959% to K997597. Co C-
(less 3d Plat) moved t to high ground just north of KOSLAR and re-
lieved Co ¥ 66th AR, 3d Plat Co C attached to Co B 66th AR
captured 0bj 7 east of MERZENHAUSEN.

28 November 1944
CCA
 Attacked in three columns at 12004 to seize BARMEN and cut the
BARMEN-KOSIAR Road, Occupied ZARMEN at 1530A, 824 Ren 2n cut

JARVIN-KOSLAR Road and the railroad parallel to the road and con— -
tacted 29th Inf Div elements in KOSILAR.

29 November 1944

oCA

Held line FLOSSDORF (excl):zammr—xosmn At 17004 1st Bn Mlst
AIR (reinf) reld Yist AIR (-) Reinf, 2d Bn 119th Inf Regb reld
from attachment to CCA, reverted to parent unit, and moved to 30th
Inf Div sector, Ulst AIR (~) assembled in vicinity of NORDSTERIN..
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APPENDIX II
GERMAN GENFRAL'S COMMENT
by

General der Panzertruppen Heinrich Freiherr von Luettwitz
$G of the 47.Pz. Corps in the Rhineland from 23 Oct to 5 Dec 19Uk

(Translated by Chrlstensen at Allendorf, Germany, 11 Jan 1947)

Our own attack was suspended, on the 1 Nov 19&& the corps was with-

d¢rawn to its 11ne of denarture, and agsin t ansferred to the arsa ar ound .

IKRTF“LD, where 1t was aseenblec on the 3 Nov 1944, Here, and in the area

of MUINCHEN-GLADBACHE it was trained until the 15 Yov 194k,

'Cohsidering the overall situation we exvected enemy attacksAin the
near future, Based on observations ef enemy movements in front(of the sector
of the 12, SS Pz Cor@s and on statements mede by PWs, we had 2. rather clear
picture of.the sitvation of the enemy, ,ThiSIQQde us expect an extension of
the enemy attacks, the poin% of gravity of which was supposed to be south of
the 12, SS Corps in the area of AACHTIN, and the attacks were also expected
on the SQctor of the 12, §8 Corps. In cohseqUeﬁCe of this estimate we
transferred the corps and the subordinated civisions to the. area of MUENCHEN-
GLADBCH 2 the beginning of the second week of Wovember, Reconnaissance,
a1w1né at a commlttmenu of the corps, was carried out in the sectors of the
12 s$ Corps ‘and the &1. Army Corps, The command:post of the corps was
located a+ ANRATH, On the rcca31on of a map exercise, on the B_Nbv? arrangéd :
by Gen'd. Pz von Manteuffel,, the problem was discusse d whether it would be
up to the point to transfer elements.of the Pz d;visions to the western
bank of ne ROER before the enemy attack. It is true thet there they woﬁld
be w1uh1n the range of the enemy artlllery, but, ‘on the otner band here it
would be possible to send them in at once 0T MOVe them without being obliged
to use the bridges ecroée the ROTR., We had to reckon with very heavy air- -
rai&s'on these hridges. The'main body of the divisions remained in the area of

MIZIIEEN-GLADBACH, Anticipating an enemy attack one Xampferuppe of the .




9 Pz Div was transferred to the western bank of the ROER and moved forward
to the area of LINFICH éuring the first half of November. . '

The enenwy attack started on the 16 ﬁov 19u4L During the afterncon
of thisday the corps received the order that it had been subordinéted
{placed under command of) to the 12 SS Corps together Qith the 9. Pz Divi=
sion., The 15. Pz Gren Div.remained in its‘position as Army Group reserve

for the time being. About 20.00 hrs. the staff of the corps arrived by the

12 SS Corps at YINRATHE, and found the situationto be the following: The

enemy had tazen IM/TNDORF and FLOVIRICH, fight was going on for the pos—

session of PUFFENDORF,and the kampfgrupme of the 9, Py Div on the westerg.
bvank of the ROER.had already been sent in thére. By the 12. SS Corps the |
9. Pz Div was ordered to recaptu?e PU?FENDORF and prevent the enemy from |
further penetration.

From the 16 Nov — 1 Dec there was viclent fighting for the possession

of every inch of ground. The clayey ground was very sticky owing to con-

tinual rgin;'eVen armored track-laying vehicles were almosst unable to move,

and this caused the atitacker considerable difficulties. For the defenders

vthe sitvation was the same, but the effeect of the difficulties was much more

unfavorable for the attackers....From BEICK I myself Have seen with which

difficulty the American infantry agnin and again tried to carry on the attack

4through‘the'sticky térrain.. The Artilléry fire of 211 our guns (twé Volks
Artillery Corps and four divisions); which was directed by the'cbrpé, caused
heévy losses, - Only owing to the decreasing strength of our infantry the
enemy géineé slﬁﬂly,grouné.

From the 23 Yov — 28 Nov there were no large engogements. Both

"

" sides regroug & their forces.

From the 29 Nov - 1 Dec there was fighting for the possession of
LINNICH, LINVICE was finally lost on the 2 Dec and with this the engage-

ments along the ROZR stopped for the time being.
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Details
17 November
Large enemy attacks 4id not take place. Tanks of the 9..Pz Div, -
still at the northern outskirts of PUFFENDORT,ware pushed out‘of the %illage.
During the evening of the 17 the main body of the 9. Pz Div took position

alOng the line: PRUMMERN - PUFFINDORF, where only weak portions of the

123, Volks Gren Div still offered resistance. During the days following,

these portions were subordinated to the 9 Pz Div. During the day, the 15.

Pz Gren Div was subordinated to the Corps during the night of the 17 they

were ordered to .move -to the area LIVDIRN - DREMMEN — ZIM/ERICH,

, 18 November

a4t 67.00 hrs. the enemy attack in the geﬂeral direction of PRUMIERM
began. YVery strohg shelling of PRUMMTRI, at noon, made us . recognize that
a diredt attack on this village}was{imminant; Fighting t-ok place at
PRUNMEEN ét 15.00 hrs; At about this time the elevated terrain west of
PRUMMERN was lost. PRUMMIRY, the most important étrong point, had to be
cleéned from'enemy forbes; Counterattacks launched by one kampfgruppe of the °
15? Pz Gr Div from WURM on PRUMJERN and by one kmﬁpfgrunne of the 9. Pz
Div from GEREONSWRIZER co PHUV”“RN were ordered to take place during the
night. We succeedcd in recapturing a part of PRUMMERH, but we were not

able tc clemn it completely from enemy forces. 4t GUILINKIRCH N the German

" front row protruded consideradbly. Would the enemy continue his attack

exnlusivelylthrough PRUMVERN? If this would be the ca 2se his left flank would

" become longer and longer and more and more Jeopardized. Thus we had to

reckon with an atteck on the protruding front at GEITINKIROFEN in the near
future. Consequently the bulk of the 15. Pz Gren Div remained in the area
DRUMEN-HIMMERICE. On the 18 the 43, British Div had attacked, and had

gained ground in the direction of TRIPSRATH. Thereby the nrotruding front

‘% GEILENKIRCHEN was still more jeopardized. - Since early in the morning
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of the 17 ‘the command vost of the corps had been situnted at HUTCKELHOVEN.

APWTILTR was lost on the 18.

* * * * * | * L% *
" _ ' 20 ;\TOVem;ber
Attacks took-place along the entire front and spread to the areas
of GIRTONSWEILER, IDIREN, and FREMALDINHOVIN. All forces of the corps were
‘thrc‘j‘wn in, The Army c'temé.nds that no ground be lost, not under any circgm—-
stnncveé. A retreat “oy sectors vehind the ‘ROER would have saved many lives,
end would have made it possible to establlsh a strong defense on the opposite
bank of the river. Neither t.oe troops nor t"le lewderthp ls.new at this
time that an advance on MAASTRICET was 1ntnnded to take place fron the
brldgehead at ROERMOND in connectlon w::.tl* the of"enslve in the ARDENTES
There‘"ore the undondltlonal demand that no ground. be given up. The infantry
forces were too weak for the broad sector of the corps. Tiger Abteilung
' 507 situ.a{:‘ed along the line LINDIRN-EILL 95 was sent in.. aloné the roéd
GEREONSWEILFR-LINWICH. The Tiger tanks were dug into the earth and in-;
flicted heavy losses upon the American tanks, ‘espec;ia.lly those of the 2nd
.Ame.rican Armored Divisior,  In the evening, GIRTOVSWIILTR and IDIREN were
‘capturecl by the enemy; ~.v left neighbor lést. FREI.%‘_LDFETH‘OVEN.
21 - 2% November
During these days further attacks toolf place a;'onm the antire front.
'.Dhe 3‘.‘:Lg‘ﬂ;:|.ng= for the nosqessmn of BIRCK was sxtremo]y stubbnrn. A1l . |
attacks /were repelled, the line TRIPSRA”"H - “’IULLWDORF BE‘*}CK - I-’ILL 9%
(1 kn ‘northe--.nst of GIEREONSWREIL™R) -~ ‘VELZ was neld until the 29 Nov when new
attacks b’egan,v ‘leading to the loss of LINDERM. On the 22 Nov the first
féellements of the 10 8S Pz Div ai:rived. Thé ©. Pz Div, which was badly.
mauled, defended itself in the sector: Reilroad -~ BEﬁ)CK - the road fork
SOO‘m east of BIETEQK. During the following days the 10. SS Pz Div was sent

“ in from this point and as far as Y00 m east of IDIRM....

XXV




Tstimate of the situation on the evening of t e 25 Nov 19Uk,

On the 25 Nov Lt. Col. Graf Bernstorff tookj over the activities

of the G of § of the 47, Pz Corps because the former C of § Col Kleinschmit
‘f' had been wounded. The situation was as follows: |

1. It was the mission of the corps to keep the main line of
resistance, which had existed since the 23 Noverﬂocr and not give up one
inch of ground west of the ROER, The ord.er was given in this form because
on attack was planned from the area south of YEINEBIRG in £he direction of
southwest.., This had‘ to take place within the framework of the offensive
in the ARDENIES, but durirg the defensive combat the c(orps did not know
anything about these intentions, as they were kept secret. ot knowing
about the plan, the corps considered it its main task to prevent the enemy
from gaining a firm footin_g on the eastern bank of the ROER and thus obtain
Jump—~off positions for further attacks on the RHIIE.' Furthgr it was of . |

‘ _importance to lose as few men and as small an amount of material as possible -

particularly no artillery on the western bank of t-he ROER. As great amounts
of m%tenal were used on all fronts, we could not reckon with ample sﬁppiies‘ '
for our engrgements between the ROXR and the REINT,

2. We recognized the 43. (British) Infantry Division in the northern
sector, the &Y. (Am@rifcar;) Infantry Division in the centrs.l sector, 'ahd
elements of the 2. \Amerl\,en) Arrored D1v1s1on 1n the soutpprn sector. The

r

enemy had attack el since the 18 1\zoverﬂber, he broke threugh our own DO‘%ltlonS

'

between GEILETKIRCH?&\T and GERX OFSWT'T A2, but was stopved by our new positions,
which were reinforced by t‘hé 9. Pz Div and the 15 Pz Gren ﬁivision. The
positions were situated along the line: ”’JIDS%TH - qard sout’“l of MUTLLE "DOR‘1
south of BEECK -~ northeast of GERTONSWIILIR ~ the southern outskirt of WILZ.

Durv g these days the enemy suffered very heavy losses, and on the 23 Nov

the attacks ceased temporarlly.
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In:the sector of our northern neighbor (the 176; Volks Gren Di&)
noiattacks of importance took place,and siﬁce the 23 Nov our southern
néighbor (the 81. Army Corps) had only had local engpgements.,

Movements in the area south of BERCK and the southwest of
GEREDNSWEILER-reconnaissance thrust (partly supnorted by tanks ) on WURM,
BERCKX, LIFDERN and LIﬁNICH. increased air activity over the ROXR bridges
and the area of EEKELENZ incdicated that the enemy had only temporarily
suspended his attacks, aiming af the capture of the western bank of the
ROER, and that he intended to resume them after having reorganized his
trbops. For this purpose he had to estadlish bridgeheads on the eastern
bank of the river — if possible with undamaged bridges across the ROZER.
The bridges.at LINNICH were especia11§'suited for this. (Some 60 tons
bridges were situated in the sector of the dorps);

| We knew that the 7. (American) Armored Division and the British
Arﬁored Division of the Guards q?posed the sector of the corps, we had,
therefore, to reckon with their commitment west of the ROWR, in case the
attack with other available forces Aid not resvlt in a suecess.

On the other hand we did not know of the 102, (American) Infantry
Division, and its presence at LINVICH was a surprise.

3. The corps sector of defense comsisted of flat, arable land with

“difference of level of a few meters, it had numerous excellent roads and

was traversed tyRumerous ditches along which grew long rows of trees, and
spread over the terrain were large villages with stone houses, A& chain of

hills was the key point of the positisn, it ran from BIACX through LINDERN

‘about 500 m southwest of the road LINDFRN - LINWICH, The possession of this

chain of hills was of decisive importance for the-enemy because from there

he had a free view into the ROER valiey and thus he could survey his own

hinterland as far as the ROFR., The enemy recognized this, and from the

29 Nov his main attacks in the northern sector of the corps aimed at the

capfure'of this chain of hills,
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Rain lasting for weeks had turned the clayey ground into a swamp,

and the activities of tanks and motor driven vehicles was completely re~
f stricted to the roads.
' , The open terrain and its muddy condition, which was cause.d' by the

rain, only offered the attacker bad possidbilities for protection and limited

the use "of his tanks and combat cars. On the other hand the terrain favored

the observation for the defenders, at least as long as they had the elevated

terrain between BETCK - LINDIRI - LII\TT':'ICH in their hands, t‘he numerous

villages with their stone walls and cellars gave them fine possibilities
for defense, the intermediate terrain was to some extent fortified I(bunkers),,
and reinforced with field fortifications, and the muddy ‘_cerrain' offered at

many. points 2 certain security against mechanized attack. "The terrain thus

offered many possibilities. for the defense.

. ' : ’ .0 o
L. The Roer and the bridges across sane,

‘ , The ROER was 10 to 15 m borad and 1.50 to 2 m deep; owing to rain
the current had been rather violent for weeks, the meadows as far away
as 500 m from the river—bed were inundated. Consequently a crossing was

only possible by the bridges, and a building of bridges could only be done

in connection with the existing crossing sites.

The following bridges were available

1) one wooden bridge at HILFARTE,
2)_. one wooden bridge at BR&CHH&'\T,‘ _
3) one railroad vridge &t BRACFTLT (the briage was not planked
and could only be us’e.d'by ioe‘d.estrians) - |
) one foot~bridge at XORRENZIG,
5) fwo stone briéges east and northeast of Lil\ﬁ?ICH
(the only brié.ge stréng en§ugh for our type "VI" tanks),

£) one foot-bridge hord east of ROTRDORF .

"
i v
%
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One of the.chief concerns of the corps were these dridges. On
one hand they had to be kept in repaif in order to ﬁaintain4the necessary
communication with the front, and to make a withdrawal of tﬁe a£ti11ery and
other motorized or horse-drawn elements fossible, on the other hand it had
to be possisle to demolish the bridges at once in case the enemy surprising-
ly,reéched the bridges. The corps endeavored to construct additional.foot—
bridges in order to prevent traffic jams at the most westernly bridges, in
case the enemy should achieve 2 speed penetration, but owing to lack of
material this was not possible.

Bridge COmmanderslwere in charge of the bridges. They were_réspbn-
sibie for traffic regulatinns and the prepar:tions for demrlition of the
bridgés when orders came fromthe divisinns, ichharge of the sectof. In

addition the bridges were occupied by security tronps up to the strength

of one rifle scuad. All our engineer battalions were used as infantry, and

consequently we did not have the platoon or company available which were

‘prescribed for the nccupation of bridges, likewise we had no antitank

weapons available for the securing of the bridges. The'bridge‘commanders

" were requested to cooperats with the heovy antiaircraft batteries emplaced

in the neighborhood, which reconnoitered the possibilities for antitank
defense at the bridge.

Despite the fact th# the antiaircraft defense at the bridges seemed

to be inadequate, considering the numerous objectives in the sector of the

corps, the enemy did not onge succeed in destroyiﬁg or even ‘harming one
bridge by bomb hiﬁ;

E The‘wooden bridge at BRACHELEN}Was destpoYed by spontaneous com-
bustion in phe'nightkpf the 29_Déé,(a shell hit an igniting charge). The
éthéf’bridgeé were &éstnvyed aceording to plan‘when we retired across the

RQER,'thé eneny failed t0 thrust energetically on one of the bridges.
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5. Order of battle of the corps on the evening of the 25 Nov

Condition of the divisions:

§ . : a. The 15, P7 Gren Division:

¢

The 10¥, and 115: Pz Gren Regiments had each three Qeak battalions -
(with 100 to 200 men). In éddition in the northern sector, ﬁeing the @bst
quiet one, one weak alarm battalion of the 183, Volks Gren Div, all bvat-
‘talions were véry badly équipped'with machine guns (2 td»ﬂ 1light machine

guns to each company).

The 115 Pz Battalion had about ten tanks of the type "IV long"

ready for action.
The Pz artillery regiment was up to authorized strength. (two
light and one heavy battalisn).

The engineer battalion: two wealk companies, partly used as in-

fantry, partly used for the laying of mines in the area round WURM.

‘ . Déspite ‘very heavy éengagements,the division was still fit for use
in emergency cases.,  On the’23 Nov'the withdrawal of the 9 Pz Div and:
remants of the 183..Volks Gren Div, began which.meagt that the front 1iné
could only be‘thinly occupied. The div had\only a very weak reserve

battalion aval lable,

% b. The 9. Pz Div, badly mevled, was being withdrawn,and assembled

in' the area nortﬁ‘of'HEINSBERG,
~ The Pz'G?en Regiménts and all elemenfs'avﬁ.iable for use as infentry
(engineers, alérh units) were put togetheér in two kampfgruppen of‘IOQ to -
200 men and subordinated to the 15. Pz- Gren Div and the'lO.;SS.Pz Div.
The Pz regiment had 3 'to 5 tanks of types ty and "IV long" ready
for actioﬁ,‘ﬁhey‘were subordinated to the infantry kampfgruppen.
| The Pz afpillery gegiment'(ﬁwo light and onelheafy battalion) were

suBordinaéed to the ARKO 47 in ﬁositions around BRACHEiEE.

x ! |
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- ¢. The 10 8S Pz Div at first iny grrived with one Pz Gren Regiment
and one Pz Gren Battalion {in total three battalions of 200 to 250 men)
and one light aftillery hattalion. All other elements were still on their
way from HOLLsND. The 506, Pz Battalion with about 6 to 8 tanks type "VI
Tiger" wag subordinated.
d. The AﬁKC 47 nad one Volksartillery Corps (I do not know the

number) and one Volks - Werfer - Brigide in positions in the area HILPARTE -

HIMMERICH - EHONSDORF ~ BRACHELZN. An adechate amount of ammunition was

available. Reouested to cooperéte with ARKO W7 were tﬁe followiﬁg‘units:

The.115. Pz Artillery Regiment (ahout 17 1light' and 10 heavy guns).

The 9. Pz Artillery Regiment (about 10 light and 6 heavy ams).

The 2. Battalion of the 10, SS Pz artillery Regiment (about 10
1ight guns).

In total 55 light and 29 heavy guns (the Volks-Werfer-Brigade not
inclvded). Together with the artillery of the neighbors ahout 130 to 150
guns covered the.front of the corps. |

Qoﬁsidering the material supe:idrify of the enemy (air force, artil-
1ery.ammu§ition, tanks) the troops had fought excellently in the epgagemengs
from the 18 - 23 Nov and prevented the enemy thrust on the ROER., Our own
losses were very heavy. The confinuous rain, the impossibility'of feeding
the trooms fegularly duriﬁg the pitch'dark nights, the long service in the

positions without prospect of being relieved preyed on the strenzth of the Pz

‘Grenadiers and the infantry men, Pale &nd holiow~eyeé, sick and drenched

through, unshaved and unwashed for days, facing an enemy who had abundant

'supplies,'these men fulfilled their duty to the utmost, 4s was the case

on all fronts: the leaders had also here to ask themselves how long the
troops would be able to meet these recuirements. TFor the time being they .
defended themselves, but they were no longer able to launch counterattacks

'

hecouse there was no inner connection between the units which were constantly

- replenished; and the company, platoon, and souad leaders, who were constantly

.
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replated, were unable to plan and carry out attacks systematically. Very
séldom counterattacks carried any,success,'énd‘where'they succeeded this was
only due to the element of surprise. |
* * * * . * ' % ' - ¥
Details
25‘November
* . . % * % ‘ * | * . *
Field Mershal Model, the Commander~1n—¢hief of Heéresgruppe "Bt
visited the command nost of the Corps. The followiﬁg items were discussed:
2. The task, which was to hld the possessions of the momentary
main line of resistance. LINNICH rust be kept under any circumstances.
b. ‘The freshening up and training of the 9. and the 116. Pz
Diviéion, which were assigned for this purpose, had to talke place as soon
as possible.
% * * ’ * . * . % : *
28 Woverbher
The enemy reconnaissance activity was éarried.out to the same
extent as during the precediﬁg days. 4t noon, whén thé weather temporafily
changed to the better, there were several air-raids agdinst the bridges at
HILFARTH and LINVICE, but they were unSucceséful. The Chief of Staff visited
the command post of the 5. Panzcr'ﬁrmy at- VANDERSCHIZD for a preliminary dis—
cussion of the offensive in fhe.ARDEﬁ?ES.
| | 29 Yovember
¢ ¥ * ' * * R *
On the 29 November in the evening the corps had the following
picture of the g tuation:
1. The corps Ins the task of.recapéuring LINDERI in’a'counteré .
‘attack énd oftreesﬁaﬁlishing the former main line of resistanée,' This‘tésk

' necessitates the commitment of 2ll available reserves and a very high
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consumption of ,f(artillery armrmnition.

2. In the sector‘of'the corps and that of its left neighbor thé
ene;'ny started his d ecisive a’ctac ~with the purpose of capturing the ROER
sector during the 29 Nov. The 30 Britlsh.uﬁrys, opposing the northern
sector of the corps and that of its right neighbor, dic not'take part in
these atfacks_ By statements given by PWs and by radio reconnaissance we
asca?tained the presence of thé gl, Ameéican Igfantry-Divisinn, opnosing
our line. Further, we supposed that the 2. American-irmored Division
opnosed the southern sector and thmt of our left neighbor, although our
radio recomnaissance indicated the presence of one other combined-arms umits.
% . * 4 * . * - * * *
30 November -

. * : o * _— * = *

WEiZ,‘in the éector of our left neighbor; is lost., Counterattacks’
w1tb the purpose of feca puurinm the ¥village fail,

At 19.00 hrs the 9 Pz Div, supﬂorued by 1ts art171erj, launched
a counterattack on LIMDEN. (The Artillery‘pommander."MT" was recussted
to cooperate with the 9. Pz Div for this atta ck) A few assault detach-
ments succeeded in penetrating into the village during the nlght but they
were ﬁnable to_hold on as the enemy attacked them at once with tanks and
strong infantry forces. |
*. ’ V ) A * * o ox . * *

During. the niz ght the corps was ordered to take over the command of
8ll:élements still engaged enst of the ROTR. Until then they had been |
under the command of the 81, army Corps, our ieft‘ﬁeighbor;, These troops

included one weak battalion at ROERDORF and one englneer compeny at

TLOSDORF, they We%e>not subordinated %o the 10, 88 Pz Div, The 10, SS Pz

Div was ordered to Teinforce them with tonks of  the BCE; Pz Battalion and

with artillery.
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The forces.sent in south of LINNICH have only one foot-bridge
enst of RoquoRF at th'eir disposal for their communiéaﬁioh across fcﬁe RO?:R;‘I
there was also a 1159 of comunication through LINNICH, but they coﬁld no
longer use it because the enemy was in the immediate neighborhood. ‘There
was therefore & danger th~t after the féll of LINNICH these elements might
Ye eut off and 15%9 their communication to the eastern bank of the RORR.
The corps thought it desirsble o build a second foot-bridge ab mossmzﬁ.
Measures were prepared, dut it took too long to procure and bring up>tﬁe
matefial, and consecuently nothing could be done, Owing to this, these
elements were put in a very difficult position on the 2 Dgc, and the&

were almost completely annihilated.

* % * * ® * * *

'

f.

-

./s/ Heinrich Freiherr von Luettwitz




{ ~ APPENDIX 11T
{ : THE AIR PREPARATION
. 'The air preparation for the ROER River 6ffens;Ve was the
. largest scale ciose support effort ever flown by thg Allied Air :
ﬁbrces,l Shortly before noon én 16 November the Eighth Air Force,
with 1204 heavy bombers escorted 5y'u35 fighter bombers, dropped
3679 tons of bombs in the ESCHWEILIR area. The Royal Air Force
.~l Bomber Command with 1188 four engine Lancasters dropped SGHO tons
| on tﬁeir targets, chiefly on DUREN and JULICH. Medium bombers of
the IX Bombardment Division (British) executed heavy attacks on
LINNICH in the Ninth'Aré; zone, and on other towns in the First
”Army_zone.a Practically all towns in the immediate ffogt of the

3 i

2nd 4rmored Division were hit during this air operation,

i ' _ . - Control Measures

. ~ To insure accﬁrate 'borﬁbing, and to reduce the possibility
of bombs being dropped on friendl& tibo?s, elaboréfe.conﬁrolimeaSJ '
.} ures were devised. The plan executed with oﬁfstanding suc;ess
consisted of & humber of safety devices. |

The first control measure was the establishment of a line

of aporoach on the ground for the bombers. This line consisted

of white panel markers (36! x 7!) placed parallel to the Army

" boundaries an&'leading to the target area,
The second measure was groups of niné.vehicular red
.'oi &ellow‘fluo?escent panels,pléced S0 as ﬁo marz the front
lines as ShQWn. '61;1' the sketch on t’he_ next page. |

o For the third element of the control plan eleven captive
-balloons established 2 line in the‘air."These balloohs were
! Q ~ attached to Army from the RAF. They were flowa at 2000 feet

altitude épprgximately(HOOO yards behind the front iines,'astride

‘and perpendicular to the direction of approach of the bombing planes.




FRONT LINE

TTTT T /}V” 77 7 7777

500 YARDS
'
R — U oo R
| DD mmrm R R S
PSR 5o o A b B Bl
| LT Rttt |

T *"‘N

B ol M" ,,,,,, S \'\
S / 11 iz 72N vz
i . \8)]

F I VI, 4’/1//1
mfzm V77 !'Z//’A

¢ e e

‘M”-w

N TOUR MARKER GROUPS . .
\ PER MILE

The fourth control measure established a line of red AA
shell bursts, by 4 batteries of 9Omm A4 guﬁs,'on the same line as
"the balloons, Bight of these shells, adjusted so that they exploded

- ahout 2000 feet below the bomders, burét every 15 seconds. Coordin-

ation, by radio, -hetween IX Tactical Air Force and Headquarters

109th AAA Group controiled the AL fire,
In addition to the above, a thin vertical radio beam

marked the bomb release liné, crews opened bomb btays over the

®

English Channel to séuttle any loose¢ bombs and bomdb racks remained
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locked during the passage over our front.lines'.
Artillery, in both the First and Ninth Armies, fired on
known and suspected flak gu:i Yocations during the air stfike. .
’ This neutralization of. AA guns by the artillery undoubtedly greatly
reduced the .aircraft casualties, ' ‘ |
It was grétifying that no casualties to friendly troops
'oc::'urned during this great air support mission. Proper -selection

of targets and the safety precautions taken to prevent casualty

producing incidents were completely effective.

‘Results of the Bombin_g

Although i‘t was never possible to accuratély assess the
"results of the heavy bombing effort preceding the attack, subsequent

investigations and intelligence reports indicated that considerable

’ psychological effect upoh enemy personnel was probably greater tha.n;
expected. Fnemy personnel .casu‘alties Iﬁrbbably fell sho'rt of ex-
pectations, The explé.nation for tilis is fou;ld in the disposition
of enemy troops. These troops were dispersed in the open country
surrounding the towns rather than in t‘he towns themselves. 4 NCO
prisoner of war from an infantry diviéion revported that his men
completely ignored all orders during the attack and were in é dazed

. condition for 45 minutes after the bombing, Comnicatioﬁs, par-
ticularly, telephonic, were interfered with \as fa‘r back as diviéiqn
headquarters aﬁd the sldw reaction of the ‘enemy in mov'jing hig re-

serves was due, in part, to t-he,effec_t of the 'bombing.5

) .

|
|
|
\
\
\
|
|
damag'e, rarticularly to communications, was inflicted and that the S
NOTES FOR APPENDIX ITI

1Com.quex-', The Story of the Ninth U.S. Army; p. 87.

‘ hirst United States Army, Report of Operations 1st August

1944 to 22 February 1945, p. T3E.

3A:t‘ter Action Report 24 Armored Divisic;n, Noverber 19ul,.
hO_Q- Cit., Conquer, p. 88.

502. Cit., Firsﬁb‘U.S. Army, p, T4,




and their major tributaries. Some of these valleys have very

APPTNDIX IV-4

TACTICAL STUDY OF TEX TERRAIN AND W EATHml

1.. PURPOSE AND OTHER LIMITING CONSIDERATIONS.
To study the prohable effect of the terrain and weather on an
armored attack in the area GEILENKIRCHEN-LINNICH-JULICH-ALSDORF,

2. GETYRAL DESCRIPTION OF THE AREA.

a. Olimatic or weather conditions—-Throughout the period the
temperature varies from an average minimum of 7410 P, to an average
maximm of 46° T, Avéra'ge precipitation in this area in November is
2.25 inc_hes.' Precipitation occ-urs, on the average, 15 days during
the month.S The Tain is generally accompanied by 1ight winds
(10-20 wPH), | |

b. %@Q«(see A_ppénd.ix IV~35

(1) Relief an’ e.%ainage. Two rBjor streams drain the
area, the WURM River on the west and the ROER River on the east.

The WU’R I flows north-east and the ROIR flows north-west., The

valleys of both rivers‘ are wide and meandering with steep cliffs
borderijng‘ then 1v 4m-fmy places, Many tributaries of these two
rivers cut the area, .generally pex:oeridicular Yo the line of flow of
the streans, The WUFM 'and its tributaries are narrow (16533 feet
wide) with hard bot’uoms', foidame (2% to K feet deep) in m&st ,
plaoeS§3 converéely, the ROER and.>some of its tributariesva,re
unfordable. The entire ROER valley can be flooded 5y fhe des~
tmctic;n of. two large dams approiinaately twenty miles ups’cream.

from JJILICE,.

The area is gently rolling, varying in height from 460 feet
in the southwest portion to 2'10 feet in the north-east, There is

a grac‘t‘uai decrease in elevation except in the two river val‘ieys
steep wiopes, dropping almost vertically for 100 feet, These
steep banks are especially true of the ROER valley. Certain
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portions of the area could ‘be considered aimost‘ flat, the terrain

varying very little in elevation for over 1000 yards.

(2) Vegetation——~The forested areas consa}sf mostly of
small wooded 1ot§ and long rows of trees bordering the numerous
ditches, These ditches are generally perpendiéular to the roads,
Most of the towns have wooded areas surrouzid:i.ng them, The trees
vary in size, none of which can be considered an obstacle to
armor, The remainder of the countryside is devoted to agriculture,

(3) Surface Materials-—«—The surface of the 5011 is
clay Whld" is satisfactory for tanks under optimum conchtlons of
weather, In certain parts of the area the soil is mot able bo
support tanks during periods when fhere is average or morAe preci~

pitation, 4rmored movement is restricted to the roads during

periods when the :ainfall is ahove average,

(1) Cultural Features—Meny snall rural villages
(1000 to 2000 pppulation) Got the area, The distance between these
villages is, on the average, 2000 yards, A comparatively good

AN . .
road net is availabie, The better roads are the ones running from

. morth-west to south-cst from TMMENDORT to DURBOSLAR and north-east

to south-west from LIIWICH to SETTYRICH, There are other secondary

roads cal;;able to two-way traffic., A srall coal mine is located

’

east of BIGGENDORF, 3ridges cross the ROER River at. LINNICH,

4 BURDORF, and FLOSSDbRF.- A railroad crosses ‘Ehe area from*west' to

cast, IMMEDORF o DARVEN ad -KocLAR. & spur of this railmad
runs south. from PUFF:EE’“DORF to SETTER:[CF. (See Appendix IV-3,)
3. MILITARY ASPECTS OF THE AREA.

a, Critical Terrain Feamres.

(1) PUFFENDORF~A criticdl communications center. This

town is located at the Junction of. the major roads in the afea-. '
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(2) Eigh ground west of ROER—Permits unit to control
crossings of the river,

(3) vHil}.._area north and east of GEREONSWVEILER--ControJ.s
approaches to LINNICH and ROER River and the terrain to the north,

(4) A1l the towns throughout the area~The towns control
the road net, They are na.tura.lpstrong;. points by virtue of theé con-
struction of the houses, namely,, the stone walls and cellars,

. Observation Aand Field\s of Fire—~(See Appendix IV-3)

(1) Observation, Generaily‘ favors the attacking forceé
orl the forces moving to the east, There are"certain valleys andA
draws in whicﬁ the énem& can operate unobsefv'efd.,v namely, the ’ROER
valley and the valley throuzh the towns of WELZ and VERZENEAUSHT.

(2-)' Tields of Fire., This is an agricul’bural area and
as such has excellent fields of fire, In the towns the field.s of
fire are 1imitcd by the houses and wooded areas,

c. Obslzcles—A tank u,lit'éh exists hetween ‘PUFFE?TDORF and
. EDEREN running rigr‘vh para;llel to the PUFFENDORF-GEREONSWEILER
roa’d to (94, 5-=‘.52..5§59 In certain ﬁarts of the area the soils are
not ca.pé,'bie 6T suppo-thing armor during periodé of pfedipitatiqn.
The steep banks to the west of the ROER Talley and the river are
obstacles, | |

(< 'Concealment and Gover~~Goncea1mqht is offered by the small

wood lots and towns; however, it is not adequate for an armored . -
division on a narrow front, Coi(er is almost non—existant throughout
the area,

e. Avenues of Appxjdach-i-wnecause of the precip:ltation the

é.fmor'.is almost roadbound and every road will e «:an aveime]of

z;a;gyi;fr‘o-acl’au Yo terrain co'rr.i@.or is available to our troops. .Tha .

RQIEHR valley and the valley .running'thrbugh LII;L\TJ}TICHfY?“E%Z'«Eﬂ)EREI\T-

- MERZENVHAUSEN are cross—compartments, Another cfdssm&om;gartment is
formed by the valley running thrdﬂgh -BEECH"G}?E{EONSWEﬁ,ER"APWEILm“
- PRUMMERN, Qhe so i1 trafficability is extremely j)oor when wets
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L, TACTICAL EFFECT OF THE TERRAIN.

Effect on types of operations req.ured to accor@hsh our

m1ss1on—~~The extrene weather condltmns encou.ntered 'will neces—
sitate attacks by small teams of integrated armor and infantry.’
These teamé ﬁill have to capture each smll town enroute to tre
objectives, It is almost impossible to outﬂénk the enemy positions

because of lack of room for maneuver. The enemy is capable of

‘mking each town a strong point which will only fall after assault

on the town, The: enemy ig in an extremely good p031t10n to de~

fend the ROER Valley from the high ground to the east,

NOTES ¥OR A'PPENDIX IV-A

lrm 100-5, Draft, C&G3 College, T, Leavenworth, Kansas, 1
Sept 48, p. 237, '

zl\fmth United S4ates :xrmy, Uperatlo s IV, Offensive in
I«ovember, (4tr. Information and _.._StOI‘lCd:l Sev'v*ce) De 3.

3

glth bl'v::slc_)n in Ba.t'p__,e of Germany, Viking Press, p. 15,
Statement, Gen d, Panzertruppe Heinrich Freiherr von
Luettwitz, Commander of the U7th Panzer Corps in the Rhineland,
Allendorf, 11 Jan 47, (Trenslated by Christensen) passinm, (A11
facts, ualess ¢therwi se noted, are from this document). -

5Af’o‘er Action ;=.r-zpor'b, 2nd Armored Division, Ixiov.'ml-.
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APPENDIX V

COMMANDERS AND PFRSONALITIES

Commanders

Supreme Headquarters

- Al1lied Fxpedit ionary Forces.
Twelfth Army Group o « o o »
MINth ATTIY o o o o o o o o o o

XIX COI‘}'_JS- « o o . ¢« & & v e .

2nd Adrmored Diviesion o « o o &

Combat Command &' v o &+ o o o o
Combat Command 3 ¢ + + ¢ « o« &
66th Armored Reglment. . . + .
lsf'Battalion e
 2nd Battalion « . 4 . e . o
3rd Battalion « o o s o 0w
67th Armored Regiment. « « + .
1st Dattalion « ¢ & & .‘. .
2nd Battalion ;.. ¢ @ o o0
3rd Jattalion « o 4 0 e .

Wist Armored Infantry Regiment

LA

lst' Dattalion o o o « o & &
. g
S

ond 3§£talion‘. o v e e o e
3rd Battalion . v b s e . o
2nd Armored Division Artiilery
14th Armored P4, 3n. . . .
78th'Armored T, A, SNe o, o »

92nd Armored F,A, 3. + . .

g2né Armb:ed Rene 311 o o o o o

17th Armored Engrs Dn. o o o .

2nd Armored Div, Trainse « » «

2nd Arrored Maintenance 3n. |

.Gen, of the Army Dwight D,
" BEisenhower

.Gen, Omar N, Rradley

| tho Gel’l. Wo Hc Sim}?son

oLt., Gen., Raymon S. McLain

Maj., Gen., Ernest M, Harmon
.3rig, Gen., John H, Collier
'Bri‘ﬁ. Gen. I. D. Whi'be

D

.Col, Ira P, Swift

+Lt. Col, Carl O, Parker

.Maj. Herbert S, Long, Jr.
JIt. Col, Lindsay C, Herkness
.Col, Paui A, Disney-

Maj. Clifton B, Batchelder
,Lt, Col. Lermel E. Pope

sIt. Col, Harry L. Hillyard
,C0l, Sidney R. Hinds

JMaj. John Y. Finnell

.Lt. Col, Charles D, Etter

.Lt. Col, Marshall I, Crowley, Jr.

.Col, Carl I, Hutton

,Lt.Col, Lloyd P. Van Court

,Lt. Col,” Robert 4. Berlin

.,Lte Col, Wm R, Buster

Lt. Col. Wheeier &, Merriam
.Lt. Col. Louis W, Correll
;Col.»Louis C. Friederscoff

Lt Col, Allen 1. Harts

-
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2nd Armored Supply Bo. . v 4 e e o e

Ugth Armored Medical Bn. o v ¢ ¢ o v

ATTACHED UNITS

406th Infantry Reginente o « o o o ¢ o

1st 3attalion. .
2nd Battalion. .. ..
Zrd Jattalion. . .
;951:5 AAA AW Bn (SP)
1st Battalion, 119tk

end 3attalion, 119th

. LR 4 . = L .

Inflo§0...o

Inf L] * . * L L) L)

70204 TD 3R (SP) o o o o o 0 o o o o o

Name

‘Armentraut, George C,

3rockman, Robert

Carothers, Thoras F,

Qﬁ;baud

Chatfield, Henry H.
Crane, Harold 3.
Farhart, Raymond $.

Bdelberg, Irving M,

+ Erbes, John

'Farié

Eall, William
Holycross, Harold
Eunnicutt

Xelly, 3ruce
Kuhn, Gale G;

Lee, Robert E.

Miner, Charles 3,

Personalities

Rank

Capt

.Maj; Taward T, Sanford

.Lt. Gol, John S. Wier

+Col, Bernard F, Hurless
It. Col, Cecil R, Bverett
.Lt. Col, James H, Reeves

- oLt. Col, D. R, Corum

Lt. Col, Robert L. Herlong
.Lt. Col, William C, Cox

.It. Col, John A, Beall

Organization

Co C, LO6 Inf,

2nd Lt Co G, Wlst AIR,

Capt
Capt-
Capt
Lt
Lt
It
Capt
Lt
Lt
It
Lt

: sont
Lt
It

S/sgt

xxxxiv

2nd 3n, Ylst AIR,

Co G, 119th Iaf,

Co I, 66th AR,

Co C, Y1st AIR,

Co 4, H1st AIR,

I&R Plat, lst Bn, 6T7th AR,
3n Sufg, 3rd Bn, 67th AR,
Co’ G, 119th Inf,

Co ¥, 119th Inf,

Co E, 119th Inf,

‘702nc“. TD Bn,

Co D, ‘66th AR,

Co G, 119th Inf,

Co D, 67th 4R,

Co ¥, 119th Inf.



Yame : Rank Organization

Osborne, Thomas E. : St Co T, 67th AR.
- Parker, Warne R. Capt . Co E, “119th .Inf,
Pfoff, Trancis . Capt © . Qo &;767th AR.
Preston Lt 8%ed ATA 3n. '
Robverts, Joseph Capt ' Co @&, 66th AR,
Roller, John 3, Lt _Co. D, 66th AR,
_ VWnite, ‘Ja.lfnes | Lt " Co I, 67th AR,
': White, James L. : Capt Co G, 67th AR,
X
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APPENDIX VII
LOGISTICS AND STATISTIOS
General,
At the beginning of the offensive all 21d Armored Division
d-‘?13'31381Were located in the_vicinity of HEERLEN, ACLLsND (approximately
9 miles southwasf of PALEIBIRG, GERMANY), and “IX Corps installa—

tions’ were at ENERLEV, GUILDEN, and VALXZNSTRG, INMinth irny

located its Class II & IV installations in and around MAASTRICHT,

On 17 Noverber the divisidﬁ established 2 truc&neaé for

RN RIS g

Class i, III and V supplies east of the WURM River In the vicinity

of PAL}«I\.,ER . This t ruckhead, located to give close support o
? ' ‘ the‘~ COm'ba_t elements of the bc’zivisién, consi sted‘of the 2%; ton t_ru.cks
of the Quaftermastertsattaljon. Those service units_&est of the
WURM River continued to draw supplies from the dﬁﬁps in 7icinity
. . of Pmmm
) Dumps for &ll classes of supplies were esoablished lear .
' MERRSTEIN, GETONT on 23 November. These duips scoved tho ¢ivision

for the 1eﬁa1nder of the RO“R River 0€f8ﬁ31fet

Trains
et aiaen ' . . o o2 a ins
Unit trains were organized into 4 and 3 trains, trains,

except for necessarv maintenance,.unit medical vehicles and in some

instc.nces a llrvlted nwf“«e; of ammltlon Vehlcles, operated under
Combat Comrqand control. 3 tr 1ns, 1nclu61n« kit chens, operafe
uider control of the D1v1sion Tralns Co*nmdnacr, |
During 'the ROER River Offensilve 'Division Tréiﬁs' eaployed
a'fléet of ninety six_aé“toﬁ trucks’tO'haul divisiénal‘suppiy,
requi¥émeﬁts. Forﬁy?eight of these trucks carried thé.needed
‘4 . ammumition (f‘iass V), foroy the: fuel and lubricants (Class III),

and 'che remaining e1<r-:ht carrled the ratlons.

¥



It is interesting to note the allocation of trucks that
hawled the ammunition, These trucks were loaded as shown below:

20 ~ 105mn How

' 5 ~ T76mm Gun
K = T5mm Gun
.2 =~ §&lmm Mortar
1 -~ 75mnm How
15 - Small arms, macblne gun, 37mm-gun, and

miscell an eous,

Vehicle Zvacuation

Vehicle evacuvation, dﬁring this operation, presented
quite a proﬁlem. If a vehicle wasidiéébled or knocked outvalong_
a roéd, evacwtion was relatively easy, but for the most part the
tanks and half-tracks which became cdsualties in the fields had to
be abandaped bécause of.the mddy condition of the ground. In some
insfances, evacuation of.tanks from fields was attempted, but it
proved a major engineering project to accomplish,

The following number of vehiclé'caéualties, sustained by

the division, were evacuated to shops of the Mainteﬁance Jattalion.

Ag a result of Mot as a result .
enemy action of e ereny action
Tanks & SP Arty 60 166
Half tracks, Sct: ' .
& Arm'd Cars , 5 ' 19
- 411 other vehicles . 17 139
Total o R 82 32U

In addition to the above, some Chruchill Tanks of Squadron 3,

lst Fife and Forfar Yeomanry (3r) were evacuated,

Supply Problems

The shortagé of certain types of ammunition created the
most critical supply prodlen of the operafionl The problem was such,,

that General Simpson, Commanding General of Winth &rmy, iséued

-orders which rationed many types. of ammunition.6 The 2nd Armored

Division keenly felt the restfictions on expenditures of &lmm WP,

/

T5mm gun WP, 105mm Howitzer (all types) and 76nm gun armor plercang

.(espe01a11y hyper*VelocltJ) , /a




| 3ecause of the muddy ground, it was desirable that all
tanks he equipz%e'd with track connector extensions ("duck bills")
v to increase flotation, . At the beginning of -the offensive most
~ tanks héd been s0 equi.}ped. These extensions were manufactured
for the 2nd Armored Division in LIEGE, BILGIUM, and before the |
end of the operation all tanks m the divisioﬁ had been provided
with them. The installation of the extensions to the track connect"-
ors presentéd an additional problem for the Mainterance Battalion
-for which they set up a special shop and used production line
nmethods, |
| The diﬁision méin supply route, for the first part of the
operation,'folipwed the'SCHERPENSEE&~UBACH—3EGGENDO?I%LOVERICH~
. PUFFENDORF Ro_a'd,: The heav‘glr traffic over the road éocm destroyed

“the surfacé,’ What had been a road developed into a quagmire,
‘ | _ h ' Stativst.ics. :
| _ During this operation, the division evacuated 2,433
casualties, expended 75,861 rowmds of 105mm howitzer ammunition
‘and 621 .tons of ammunition other thén 105mm, consumed 80,870
gallons of gasoline, 2,130 gallons of diesel fuel and 12,715
gallons of 0il of all tyj:)es , and captured 2,42k prisoners of wa.r..9
The' engineer water points fv.fni shed 1,400,000 gallon-s; of wa’cer.1

In addition the division sustained the following lossesi

‘ : 1
\ Personnel Battle Casualties

Zilled Wounded  Missing

in Action in Action  in Action To‘.tals
Off ~EM  Off B  Off EM  Off WM {
CCA 5 64 20 . 387 0 67 . o5 518
63 11 123 3% 661 0 13 b 915
‘ Totals 16 187 5’6'10‘{8, 0 198 72 il33
1ii




Equipment Losses1

Engineer

~locg, Snatch, 16" diameter

Case, map, plastic, 12"x18"

Compass, Lensatic

Compass, Watch

Cable, steel, 1 inch dlameter

Demolition Klt ‘Cavalry

Class, Read1ng, Magnlfylng

Nets, camoufla e, fabric twinet
36t x Wi _
u5t x U5

Net, camouflage, for steel helmet

Pens, lettering, speedball, sets

Protractor, fas range def 18"

Protractor, semi~circular, grad
in degrees

Scale, coordinate, plastic, grad
in yards, 1/20,000 & 1/62,500,
& in meters'1/25,000 & 1/50,000

Scale, coordinate, 1/6%,000.

Kit, 'Medlcal, NCO

Xit, Medical, Officers
Xit, Wedlcal,‘prlvates

- Kit, 1st aid, Gas Casualty

Kit, lst aig, M; V., 24 unit
¥it, 1st aid, M, V,, 12 unit

Chenical Warfare

Mask, Gas, Service, 1t. weight

' Apparatus, decon, 1%-qt,

OrdnanCe

Tank, Medium, M4 w/75mm Zun

' Tank, Medium MUAL, w/76wm gun

Tank, Light M541

. Truck, Trailer, MO~Ton Tk Trans-

_ port M25 o

Truck, 23-ton,. 66 cargo
Truck,. 3/”~ton, Weapons Carrier
Truck, 1/4-ton, Uzl :
Motorcycle, H,D., Solo‘

Gun, Machine, Cal 30, MLOI9AM -

‘Gun, Machine, Cal %0, H3, M2

Gun, Machine, Cal 30, M1919A5
Gun, Machine,Cal 30, M191741

_ Gun, Sub-machine, Cal U5, ML

Launcher, Grenade, Ml
Launcher, Grenade, M3
Launcher, Rocket, AT, MLAl
Mount, Tripod, Qal 50, M3.
Mount, Tripod, Cal 30, M2
Mount, Tripod, Cal 30, M19IZA1
Mbrtar, 81lmm, ML

Mortar, 60mm, M2.
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5
6

- 2001

1k

76

160

12
18
17

i3]
160



Ordnance (COnt'd)

Fost aiming, ML v
Projector, pyrotechnlc; hand M9
Rifle, US 2rg, Auto, M1918A2
Rifle, US Cal 30, M1903aM4, Snipers
Sight, M4, for mortar

Binocular, M3

3inocular, MK2l

Circle, Aiming, M1

Watch, pocket, 15 or more jewels
Watch, wrist, 7~9 jewels

Quartermster

Bag. Carrying, Rocket

:Can. corr, nest, 16 gal,
‘Can, corr, nest, 32 gal,

Can, water, 5 i,
Cutter, wire

Case, carrying, 30 rd SMG
Fly, tent, wall, large

' Heater, water, immersion type

Pauiin, canvas, 12! x 17!
Stove, 1 burner, gas
Tent, CP

4xle, RL~27-A

Antenna AN-U5
Bels, LC 23

Nd_wtorch TL~150
Climber, Lu'6

RS Yoy

2l tynes

h , 3G .

Dehoctor Set 5UR-625

Dynsmotor, DM»7H

Lynamotor, LM%

Lyaamotor, DM-37 —

\

- Flashlight, TL-122
Flag Set, M~238

Gioves, LC-10

Handset, TS-13

Headset, HS-30 .

Headset, P-23

Headset, HS-19

leadset, HS-18 .

Head & Chest Set, HS—19
Holder, M-167

Lantern, Port., 6=-volt
t Loudspeaker, . IS-3
'Maint Equipment, ME~13

i Mast Jase, all types
‘Mast Base 3racket, MP-KO0

'Mast Section, all types
{ Microphone, T-17 '
! Microvphone, T-30

liv
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- 1,309

78

108
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27,
10

106
40

2,200
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 Signal (Cont'd)

Panel, AL-140. : ' 207
; : Panel, AL-1M1 | 210
. «' o Panel Set, AP~3C~C : 1
. ‘Panel Set, AP-50-A . 14
Pliers, TIL~13 7
i ~Radio Set, SCR 300 . 5
. Radio Set, SCR 508 , 17
- "Radio Set, SCR 509 1
Radio Set, SCR 510 26
Radio Set, SCR 528 1
g Radio Set, SCR 536 ' b1
-Radio Set, SCR 538 27
i Radio Set, SCR 608 2
o Radio Set, SCR 610 g
S Radio Receiver, 2C 603 6
Remote Control Unit, RM-29 1
Reel Unit RI~31 , 13
Switchboard Unit, EE-2 6
Switchboard, 3D-72 1
Transmitter, 3C-604 4
Telephone, EE~8-A - 59
' Perminal Strip, TM-184 9
Test Clip, CD-190 6
Test Clip, CD-L478 . 2 .
Tool Equipment, All types 71
. Test Set, I-176 5
Voltmeter, I~166 3
Wire Pike, MC-123 4
Enemy Losses
Personnel
Xilled Prisoners
(estimated) of War
. CCA ' 230 728
- 0CB : 600 13657
Totals 830 2,385,
Materisl Destroyed
Tanks SP Guns Misc
' (Veh, wpns)
CCA 20 3 3
oD 36 6 67
Div Arty 22 3 12
Air Spt i 8 T ?
12 113

.. | Totals _8?‘ ‘
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'NOTES FOR APPENDIX VII | |
lArmy Supply Points earmarked for XIX Corps.

2Presently referred to as Combat and Field Trains, A
trains consist of those vehicles of the battalion trains which
are required for immediate support of combat operations. 3
trains consist of those vehicles vwhich are not required for the
immediate support of combat operations, and which are not included
in-the battalion 4 trains, '

3Persmlal interview, Lt. Col., F, M. Muller, formerly
Assistant G-l, 2nd Armored Division, at Fort Xnox, Ky., 5
Novembher 1943, '

4

Ihid,

j~y - . . -
- “After Action Report, Eeadgquarters Mainterance Jat—
talion, 2nd Armored Division, November 194k, .

~ Ninth U.S. Army, Operations IJ¥, Offensive in November
1944 (Y4th Informaiion & Historical Service).

701), Cit., Muller.

[ed
©Inid,

9.*‘%.:5‘ter Action Report, 2ad Armored Division, November 19ul,
1OL‘),fJ.J«er Action Repowd. 1Tth irnored FEngineer Jattalion, 2nd-
Armored Division., Novemher 19MU,

11&);;\2_91*7(3 2nd Arm'd Div., Noverber 19ul,
12, . o .
Noves, Lb. Cole Fo Mo Mulier




APPENDIX VIII

Maps

A, Area of Operations
3. 3Boundaries and Front Lines

C. Attack Pdsitions and Ohjectives
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